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Jordan reaffirms commitment 
to peace, urges global interaction 

Prince Hassan, in address to U.N., reiterates Kingdom’s 
stands, calls for effort to rectify distorted image of Islam 

Jordan supports moves to restructure world body 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN ON Tuesday reaf- 
firmed its commitment to 
seekifig a peaceful and stable 
Middle East and called for 
international and regional 
economic interaction to en- 
sure that peace takes root in 
the region. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, delivering the 
Kingdom’s speech to the 
annual session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, 
also reiterated Jordan's re- 
' solve to continue to extend 
all possible efforts to the 
Palestinians to ensure the 
success of the interim auton- 
■ omy arrangements. 

On Jerusalem, the Crown 

• Prince restated that a final 
settlement on the political 

- status of the Holy City “will 
-occur in negotiations be- 

• tween Palestinians and 

• Israelis.” 

"Any arrangement 
reached must serve the needs 
of die millions of followers of 
1 Islam, Christianity and Juda- 



ism," said the Crown Prince. 

The Crown Prince pledged 
Jordan's total support for 
ongoing efforts to restructure 
the United Nations, including 
the moves to expand the 
Security Council as well as an 
American proposal to boost 


United Nations peacekeeping 
operations by additional per- 
sonnel, more effective field 
capacities, greater coopera- 
tion between the U.N. mid 
the participating countries. 

In this context, the Crown' 
Prince noted, Jordanian 
security forces are taking part 
in U.N. peacekeeping forces 
in several parts of die world 
and constitute the second 
largest unit in the U.N. force 
in former Yugoslavia. 

Referring to the situation 
in the Gulf after the 1990-91 
crisis, the Crown Prince 
voiced Jordan's firm commit- 
ment to international norms 
and respect for the territorial 
integrity of all countries. 

He also voiced concern 
over the situation of die Iraqi 
people and said Jordan in- 
tended to do its “utmost to 
alleviate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people, so far as is 
consistent with the provisions 
of the United Nations resolu- 
tions.'' 

The Crown Prince de- 
plored over the “distorted 
image of Islam" in the West 


and over the “spreading of 
Islamophobia." 

“This phenomenon occurs 
in all manner of ways, from 
the purely verbal to the 
bluntly physical. Its propo- 
nents deal in inflammatory 
rhetoric. They preach the in- 
evitability of cultural apo- 
calypse, tarring all Muslims 
with the brush of fanatical 
extremism. They ignore the 
fact that Islam is a broad and 
adaptable institution. One 
bilhon Muslims now live on 
this earth. As such, Islam 
encompasses all shades of 
political opinion, different 
patterns of theological 
thought, and countless 
varieties of human experi- 
ence. 

“Jordan urges member 
states to join forces in bring- 
ing about a better under- 
standing of Islam as a reli- 


combated by educational 
campaigns, cultural ex- 
changes and similar en- 
deavours. We have always 
advocated an inter-faith dia- 
logue as the surest way to 
combat bigotry and stereo- 
typing.” 

At the outset of the 
speech, the Crown Prince ex- 
pressed hope that “be princi- 
ple of universality, which has 
always be the corner-stone 
of the United Nations, will 
soon encompass the remain- 
ing peoples and region so that 
die organisation can truly 
represent the collective con- 
science of mankind." 

The Crown Prince wel- 
comed the end of apartheid 
in South Africa and described 
the country as offering “a 
fresh vision for a changing 
world.*’ 

The international com- 


See page 7 for fell text of the Crown Prtoce’s speech 


gion, a culture and a civilisa- 
tion. The expression of anti- 
Muslim sentiment, and other 
manifestations of Islamopho- 
bia. should be monitored and 


munity should do more to 
ensure that “democracy, 
pluralism and respect for hu- 

(Contbued on page 7) 


White House meeting was 
highly positive — Anani 


Prince Hassan outlines 
steps to help investors 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani said Tuesday 
the White House meeting on 
Monday among His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres was suc- 
cessful and its outcome was 

T y satisfactory. 

an interview with Radio 
Jordan, Dr. Anani said Presi- 
dent Clinton showed great 
understanding of Jordan's 
role and its development 
needs. 

Dr. Anani said there was a 
dear recognition of Jordan’s 
regional role and its contribu- 
tion to establishing a just, 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the region. 

He said a four-day round 
of peace talks between Jor- 
dan and Israel will resume on 
Oct. 10 at Eilat, to be fol- 
lowed by another round 
which will start in Aqaba the 
week after. He said negotia- 
tions between Jordan and 
Israel will enable Jordan to 


regain its rights. 

Dr. Anani said the 


Jorda- 


nian side bad been able to 
convince the American side 
of the need to establish a 
Middle East bank to finance 
regional projects, and voiced 
hope bat Jordan would have 
a major role in this area. 

Dr. Anani said an agree- 
ment has been reached to 
embark on studies of the 
Middle East water needs. 
However, such studies will be 
conducted following Jordan’s 
restoration of its water rights. 

Dr. Anani said water pro- 
jects in be Middle East are 
estimated to cost $25 billion. 
He noted that the Jordanian 
side had requested the Amer- 
ican side to help ensure the 
necessary funding, in view of 
the importance of water in 
securing sustainable develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Peres said after Mon- 
day’s meeting with Crown 
Prince Hassan in Washington 
that Israel and Jordan are 
dose to solving their water 
conflict. 

Mr. Peres told Israel's 
CbannelTwo that both border 
and water issues were de- 
laying the signing of a peace 


agreement between Israel 
and Jordan. 

“On water, I think we are 
close to finding a solution," 
he said. Israeli officials have 
said that the water conflict 
was the main obstacle to 
reaching a treaty. 

Mr. Peres said the main 
problem was be shortage of 
water in be Middle East. 

“Jordan suffers from a 
great lade of water. They 
would like Israel to give up 
water. Israel also lades any 
extra water. The real solu- 
tion, therefore is to create 
water," Mr. Peres said. 

The foreign minister said 
bat he discussed short and 
long-term solutions with 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
said that a plan would be 
presented to build dams to 
collect water at be cost of 
some $100 million as an ini- 
tial solution. 

The two agreed to long- 
term projects such as de- 
salination and building canals 
bat could take up to 10 
years. Mr. Peres said a joint 

(C o ntinued on. page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has sent a mes- 
sage to Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majah summing up the 
findings of be newly formed 
Royal Commission for Re- 
form and Modernisation in 
be field of investments in be 
Kingdom. 

The commission has con- 
ducted an extensive study 
and consulted with specialists 
in be various economic, 
financial and administrative 
fields of the private and pub- 
lic sectors and found that 
numerous measures can be 
taken in order to improve be 
investment climate in Jordan 
and facilitate and simplify 
formalities bat can enhance 
the state’s credibility, be 
Crown Prince said. 

According to be Crown 
Prince, the following mea- 
sures can be taken im- 
mediately to stimulate invest- 
ments before formal legisla- 
tion concerning them can be 
finalised: 

A. Creating an investment 
platform. In this respect be 
commission suggests the fol- 
lowing steps for its imple- 


mentation: 

1 — The department for 
Encouraging Investments 
occupy the whole building 
where it is now located; 

2 — The appointment of 
personnel to work at this 
department provided they 
enjoy sufficient qualification 
and experience. 

3 — Appointment of an au- 
thorised representative for 
be comptroller of companies 
and the head of be industrial 
licences section as well as an 
official to take (barge of the 
commercial register. 

A — Each department that 
.has to do with investments 
should prepare a list of re- 
quirements for economic 
activities and should supply a 
copy to the department for 
encouraging investments. 

5 — Each department con- 
cerned with investments 
should appoint an authorised 
official to take charge of re- 
ceiving documents from the 
Department for Encouraging 
Investments and finalise pro- 
cedures as soon as possible so 
that investors would not have 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel agreeable to 
cutback in Golan 


‘Jerusalem vote’ snags talks' 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel would agree to a cut- 
back in regular armed forces 
for a peace treaty with Syria, 
if Syria did be same and U.S. 
troops served as a buffer be- 
tween them, newspapers re- 
ported Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin hinted at bis in a 


ment of the slow-moving 
U.S. -brokered talks with 
Syria. 

Mr. Rabin disclosed bat 
Israel and Syria were nego- 
tiating “a mutual reduction of 
forces," in addition to demili- 
tarising the Golan Plateau. 
He suggested a deployment 
of multinational troops, not- 


^speech opening^ parliament’s — ingr ”the~ example* of LOGO 
winter session Monday, in American troops who help 


which be said Israel may need 
to make a “significant wib- 
drawal” in be Golan Heights 
for peace. 

But Golan expert Ary eh 
Sbalev, a reservist brigadier 
at Tel Aviv University, 
doubts Israel could trim its 
armed forces as soon as a 
treaty was signed. 

Israel seized the strategic 
Golan Plateau to its north- 
east in be 1967 Mideast war 
and “annexed" it in 1981. 
Syria wants it all back as. a 
condition for signing peace 
with be Jewish state. 

Security arrangements in 
be Golan are a critical ele- 


monitor the 1979 Israel- 
Egypt treaty in be Sinai de- 
sert. 

The Maariv daily said Mr. 
Rabin had revealed a signifi- 
cant and sensitive detail of 
negotiations, which U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will pursue when 
he visits be region again next 
week. 

Another newspaper, 
Haaretz, said Mr. Rabin 
meant that Israel was ready 
for a reduction in forces in 
parallel with be Syrians, but 
that be cutback could not be 

(Continued on page 7) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) challenged 
Israel on Tuesday over its 
insistence bat Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem 
will be allowed to vote but 
not stand as candidates in be 
election for a self-rule coun- 
cil. 

The two sides are trying to 
reach agreement here on 
arrangements for the elec- 
tions to tile autonomy council 
— which will iuiixiviliair affairs 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 

Under be declaration of 
principles on autonomy 
signed a year ago between 
Israel and the PLO. Palesti- 
nians who Uve in Jerusalem 
lave the right to participate 
in the electoral process. 

“Participation means vot- 
ing and also being a candi- 
date," said Saeb Erakat, 
head of be Palestinian de- . 
legation, after talks Tuesday. 

But be Israeligivenunent 
insists the 250.000 residents 
of East Jerusalem, occupied 
and "annexed” since 1967, 
only have the right to vote. 

Israel has declared Jeru- 


salem its “undivided capital," 
although this has not been 
recognised internationally. 
The future of the Holy City, 
which be Palestinians also 
claim as their capital, is the 
most sensitive issue in be 
Israeli-PLO peace process. 

Hannie Jesburun, spokes- 
woman for Israeli delegation 
chief Danny Rothschild, said 
there were also “differences 
over establishing electoral 
rol ls.” 

“The “PaTestinians them- 
selves don't know their 
population figures," Ms. 
Jeburun said. 

General Rothschild com- 
mented that be Palestinians 
“don't know who lives in the 
West Bank because some in- 
habitants only have residency 
permits. They haven’t taken 
a census for several years.” 

But Dr. Erakat, Palesti- 
nian local government minis- 
ter. said be Palestinians had 
completed beir survey of the 
Gaza Strip and be West 
Bank town of Jericho, and 
were waiting for the Israelis 
to provide bem with in- 
formation on the West Bank 
population. 


“We have presented our 
request to be Israeli side 
concerning the population re- 
cords that we need to start 
our registration process... 
We hope our team will ac- 
quire them as soon as possi- 
ble,” he said. 

Only be Israeli military 
administration which ran the 
West Bank and Gaza after 
be 1967 war has detailed 
information on be Palesti- 
nian population butJhas.not. 
handed it over despite repe- 
ated PLO requests. 

“We must establish criteria 
for bose eligible to vote and 
there are disagreements on 
bat too but talks are con- 
tinuing,’ 7 Ms. Jesburun said. 

’The Palestinians cannot 
decide bese questions alone. 
It most be done by common 
agreement,” she said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat wants be council — 
which will replace the 
appointed Palestinian 
National Aubority running 
limited self-rule since May — 
to be elected by Nov. 1. 

But when talks began here 

(Continued on page 7) 



AUSTRIAN MESSAGE: Hb Majesty King 
Hussein on Tuesday received at the Royal 
Coart Leopold Gratz, former Austrian foreign 
minister, who defivered to the King a letter 
from Austrian President Thomas KkstJL Mr. 
Gratz, who is in Jordan on a week-kMg private 
visit at the invitation of King Hussein, re- 
viewed with the King Anstrian-Jordaniaa rela- 


tions. King Hussein voiced appreciation of the 
excellent ties with Austria and the country's 
rote in world issues at the international 
forums. Mr. Grate, a former speaker of 
parliament and fanner mayor of Vienna, is 
accompanied on be visit by two Vienna 
maniripa) officials (Petra photo) 


King: Role in Jerusalem 
reflects religious duty 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday stressed Jordan’s 
historic role in safeguarding 
the Arab and Islamic identity 
of Mami e places in Palestine, 
particularly in Jerusalem. 

In a letter to Brigadier 
Mohammad Qudsieh, com- 
mander of be Palestine Li- 
beration Army (PLA) in Jor- 
dan, King Hussein said Jor- 
dan's role in the upkeep of 
holy places “is nothing but a 
true reflection of be King- 
dom’s interest in performing 
its duties towards be Arab 
Nation and the tolerant Isla- 
mic faib. 

“Moreover, it is a con- 
tinuation of the role and sac- 
rifices made by be Hasbe- 
mhes to safeguard the holy 
places and ensure be rights 
of the Islamic Nation," King 
Hussein said. 

“In doing this we have no 
ambitions nor aspirations, ex- 


cept winning 'God’s bles- 


sing. 

The King voiced apprecia- 
tion to the PLA’s Badr Bri- 
gade, saying bat it “embo- 
dies the unique and very spe- 
cial relation between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples.” 

The Kjng added bat Jor- 
dan had never spared any 
effort to defend tnc Palesti- 
nian cause and the legitimate 
Palestinian rights. 

The King’s message to Bri- 
gadier Qudsieh was in reply 
to a message the PLA com- 
mander sent thanking His 
Majesty for his support for 
be Palestinian people inside 
and outride the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Brig. Qudrieb said Jor- 
dan's historic role in safe- 
guarding the Arab and Isla- 
mic identity of the holy places 
in Palestine demands “that 
we appeal to all Muslims 
around the world to stand 


united in assigning religious 
sovereignty over Islamic 
places to King Hussein, be 
descendent of be Prophet 
Mohammad, and to Jordan, 
which inherited the message 
and has made every possible 
effort to protect Holy 
places.” 

- Th«T PLA - commander 
thanked King Hussein for his 
directives to be government 
to provide financial and mor- 
al support to the Palestinian 
people in be occupied West 
Bank, and to help bem res- 
tore beir inalienable rights 
on beir national soil. 

Brig. Qudsieh said be 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
“are a twin nation and one 
big family, sharing the same 
destiny and hopes.” 

“Nobody can divide us or 
harm our unity. .We are all 
Jordanians for Jordan and 
Palestinians for Palestine,” ' 
he said. 
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VEILED PROTEST: A veiled student gestures binding rule forbfddmg Islamic veils in Freud 
at the director of the Faidherbe high school, public schools, about 20 veiled were 

Michael Thomas, as poticenxs guard the entr- allowed to enter the school, but prohibited 
aim of the facility in be northern French city from attending classes (AFP photo) 
of Lffle. Following the publication of a non- 


Haiti coup leader flees 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — Feared Port-Au- 
Prince police chief Joseph 
Michel Francois, a key figure 
in be military coup bree 
years ago, tied Haiti Tuesday 
but was stopped at the border 
for a lack of papers and 
allowed to proceed after a 
delay, U.S. officials and 
other sources said. 

They said the lieutenant- 
colonel, suspected of order- 
ing be deaths of thousands of 
anti-military activists, was 
stopped by Dominican Re- 
public authorities in be bor- 
der town of Jimani, 60 
kilometres east of here. 

“Apparently he did not 
have a laissez-passer and was 
denied entry into be Domi- 
nican Republic," embassy 
spokesman Stanley Schrager 
told a news conference, pro- 
voking peals of laughter. 
“We presume bat bis will 
soon be worked out." 


Gen. Francois’ departure 
came on the 15b day of a 
U.S. operation to pave the 
way for be return of exiled 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, ousted in a militar y 
coup on Sept. 30, 1991. 

It also followed stepped-up 
efforts Monday by the 
21,000-strong U.S. force to 
restore order to the impover- 
ished Caribbean nation by 
damping down on paramilit- 
ary bugs and confiscating 
beir weapons. 

The shadowy Francois, 37, 
was believed to be one of be 
most active officers in the 
coup, also spearheaded by 
army chief Lieutenant 
General Raoul Cedras and 
his chief of staff Brigadier 
General Philippe Biamby. 

The junta had until Oct. 15 
to step down from power 
under an agreement readied 
Sept. 18 to avert a U.S. inva- 
sion. Gen. Cedras has said he 


had no plans to leave be 
country afterward and there 
was no word on Gen. Biam- 
by’s intentions. 

Mr. Schrager called Gen. 
Francois' departure “an im- 
portant step in be peaceful 
transition to democracy” in 
Haiti. "I would hope it would 
accelerate be departure of 
be others," he said. 

Informed sources said 
Gen. Francois' wife and chil- 
dren fled to be Dominican 
Republic before be arrival of 
be U.S. troops. They said bis 
brother Evans, a former di- 
plomat, came from Santo 
Domingo on Monday to pick 
up be police chief and bey 
left during be night. 

During be years of milit- 
ary rale, Joseph Michel Fran- 
cois was a mysterious figure 
in Haiti and refused to be 
interviewed or even pboto- 

(Conbuxed on page 7 ) 
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ICRC pleads for urgent end to Kabul battle 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Intern a- 
tior.al Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) on Tuesday 
issued an urgent appeal for 
international intervention to 
stop the factional battles 
recking Afghanistan. 

From the beginning of 
September until Sept. 26, 
15.500 patients had been tre- 
ated by the capital's four 
surgical hospitals, but almost 
14,000 of them were treated 
as out-patients as hospitals 
are stretched to their full 
potential, the ICRC said. 

“Over the past three 
weeks, 17,000 — most of 
them civ ilians — have been 
wounded in the fighting in 
Kabul alone. One of the ci- 
ty’s main hospitals, Karte was 
hit by a rocket on Sept. 22. 
Two children were killed and 
10 people wounded ... huma- 
nitarian convoys have been 
unable to get through since 
June, and stocks of medicines 
and food have now ran out,” 
said an ICRC press release. 

Yves Gfovanboni, head of 
the ICRC delegation in Am- 


man, said that the Ministry of 
Health's warehouse in Kabul 
was hit by a rocket recently 
destroying its contents of 
pharmaceuticals. 

Mr. Giovannoni has served 
with the ICRC in Afghanis- 
tan between 1989-91, and un- 
til 1993 he made visits to the 
country. 

In the past two and a half 
years there have been six 
battles in Kabul, Mr. Giovan- 
noni told a press conference. 
Hundreds of thousands have 
been wounded and half a 
milli on people have been dis- 
placed; 60,000 people have 
sought accomodation in 
schools and mosques and re- 
main folly dependent on the 
ICRC in cooperation with the 
Afghanistan Red Crescent 

Afghanistan is on the point 
of fragmentation as clashes 
erupt in many areas of the 
country resulting in regular 
killing s, be said. 

The state infrastrature has 
disintegrated. Employment is 
limited and prices have 
soared because of the con- 
tinuing seige of the city. The 
blockade of Kabul has also 
prevented the ICRC from 


landing plane carrying provi- 
sions for two months. 


However, a month ago they 
dropped medical supplies in- 
cluding antibiotics, bat more 
supplies remain in Jalalabad 
because the road linking the 
city with Kabul is currently 
blocked, Mr. Giovannoni 
said. 

The ICRC delegate in 
Kabul, Peter Stocker, said in 
a teleconference with jour- 
nalists in Amman that the last 
couple of days had been 
quiet. He spoke optimistical- 
ly about the cooperation be- 
tween warring factions to 
allow relief and medical pro- 
visions to reach the city. 

However, he expressed 
concern that the people’s reg- 
ular resources will be unable 
to cope with the impending 
winter weather. 

He also said that without 
foreign aid and financial sup- 
port it will be difficult for the 
ICRC to continue its opera- 
tions. < 

Mr. Giovannoni said that 
the ICRC, on behalf of the 
Afghan people, was appeal- 
ing to the Arab World and in 
particular to wealthy Muslim 


states for money to help fi- 
nance medical and relief pro- 
jects. 

_ It is ICRC priority to sensi- 
tise the Arab media to the 
plight of Afghanistan; to in- 
crease awareness and convey 
knowledge about the terrible 
situation there, he said. 

International organisations 
have closed down or moved 
out of Kabul, which has been 
under siege virtually as long 


as Sarajevo. Only the ICRC 
and a handful of non- 


government organisations 
(NGOs) remain to try to res- 
tore humanitarian condi- 
tions, Mr. Giovannoni said. 

A f ghanistan is no longer a 
centre of strategical import- 
ance except for regional pow- 
ers, and there axe few jour- 
nalists present to provide in- 
ternational coverage of de- 
velopments. The ICRC is 
therefore recognising its re- 
sponsibility to speak ur 

In the absence of law and 
order and little respect for 
the press from the Afghan* 
warlords, not many journal- 
ists are keen to take np 
assignments in the chaotic 
country. 


Israelis seek to export security 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Want to 
make your phone calls un- 
tmceable? Need to shoot 
through the w in dow s of tout 
bulletproof car? Or just looking 
to replace the old picket 
fence with an Israel army 
tested perimeter security sys- 
tem? 

They were aU on exhibit in 
Tel Aviv Monday, part of a 
growing effort by Israeli firms 
to pound the tools of conflict 
and isolation into a peace- 
time export industry. 

Standing next to a sign that 
said “The CIA, KGB, Mos- 
sad and now yon,” Jacob 
Solan recalled bow for de- 
cades he provided “ v arious 
institutions” with the only 
phone fink from Israel to 
surrounding countries via a 
special exchange in Lebanon. 

The budding ties — and 
phone finks — with the Arab 
World could have put him 
out of business. 

Instead, the experience 
gave his Solan Telecom- 
nnmkatkms the idea of incor- 
porating phone fine scramb- 
ling techniques in his ex- 
change to provide . untrace- 
able international dialing, 
solan said. 

Displays at the Interna- 
tional Exhibition on Security, 
Protection, Safety and De- 
fence ranged from compute- 
rised smoke detection and 
alarm systems to devices to 


expose forged bills. 

Sane of the snoBer start-ups are 1 
joining established 
weapons giants in co n v ertin g 
military technology to civilian 


The state-owned weapons 
industry lost nearly a record 


$1 bdfion last year, part of a 
worldwide slump. But with 


worldwide slump. But with 
security exports accounting 
for almost a fifth of Israel's 
$15 bilfion in exports, reviv- 
ing the sector is vital to the 
economy. 

A successful cooperative 
effort was posted by Magal 
Security Systems, whose sur- 
vetfiance system was jointly 
developed with Israel Air- 
craft Industries and tested at 
army bases. 

“I can adjust it to any size 
intruder in any light and it 
can distinguish between man 
and object,” said Magal 
marketing head Dev Topaz, 
legating onlookers with Utile 
plastic dinosaurs whose every 
movement was recorded by a 
rotating video camera and 
computer. 

Military experience also 
aided Oran, which outfits 
Israeli army jeeps with bullet- 
resistant glass with a twist — 
you can fire through it at 
agmilanM outside. 

“We developed the glass to 
meet the dangers of the in- 
tifada,” the six-year Palesti- 
nian uprising, said marketing 


head Yossi Gershon. “To- 
day, with all doe humility, 
our windows are the world 
leaders in both light weight 
and thickness. They are very 
useful for a lot of people who 
would otherwise feel un- 
safe.” 

He said the company 
moved several years ago into 
exports, which now account 
for two-thirds of its $15 mil- 
lion in sales. 

Some items originated 
from Israel’s relatively adv- 
anced hi-tech academic re- 
search, like Zamir Systems’ 
licence plate recognition sys- 
tem developed from recent 
computer vision break- 
throughs at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity. 

Business development 
director Mark Simon demon- 
strated the product with an 
dectronic race car whose 10- 
centimentre licence plate was 
read, deciphered ana display- 
ed on a computer screen in a 
split-second whenver it pas- 
sed a unit beside the circular 
track. 

Mr. Simon said the system 
was in use in Israel and Spain 
to allow selective £ xss to 
parking lots and w being 
extended to allow ii^atifify- 
ing traffic violators — an 
improvement over the photo 
and video-based systems 
currently in use by police 
worldwide. 


Iran and 
I raq want 
better ties 


Berbers prepare for general strike 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ia’s Berber people geared up 
Tuesday for a 48-hour gener- 
al strike aimed at winning 
recognition of their language 
and culture, as the fate of 
kidnapped Berber singer 
Lounes Matoub remained 
unknown. 

The Berber Cultural 


Movement (MCB) called for 
the second strike in “business 


and the administration" in a. 
fortnight in the Kabytie re- 
gion of the country, an MCB 
official in the “Berber capit- 
al,'' Tizi-Ouzou, told AFP. 

Traders in Hzi-Ouzou, 110 
kilometres east of Algiers, 
have been asked to dose 
their shops on Wednesday 
morning, the first day of the 
strike, the offirial told AFP. 

He added that the move- 
ment had no news of Mr. 
Matoub, who was abducted 


suirection Sunday unless the 
suspected Islamic extremists 
released Mr. Matoub, and 
also demanded recognition of 
their language, Tamazight. 

But the offirial on Tuesday 
said the MCB was calling on 
a demonstration it had plan- 
ned to hold in Algiers on' 
Thursday. The first strike two 
weeks ago paralysed the 
Kabylie region but bad little 
impact elsewhere. 

The government last week 
said it would set up a commis- 
sion to study bringing Tama- 
zight' teaching into schools, 
but this move was rejected as 


Thursday's assassination in 
Oran, western Algeria, of 
another renowned singer, rai 
performer Chab Hasm, in an 
unclaimed attack. 


In a statement signed by MEI 
leader gnd army deserter Said 
Makhloufi and his deputy 
Rabah Guettaf, the move- 
ment denounced the GLA’s 
appointment of Mohammad 
Said as "a plot against the 


jihad (holy war) and a 
Machiavellian plan to destroy 
the mujahedeen (guerrilla 
fighters).” 

A former teacher of litera- 
ture from the Kabylie region, 
Said — whose real name is 
Lounes Belkacemi — joined 
the GIA in May and was in 
August named head of the 
“government or caliphate” 
declared by the GIA. 

In December 1991 he was 
elected a member of parlia- 
ment for the now outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
in the first round of elections 
that the mifitary bad annulled 
in January 1992 when it be- 
came clear the FIS was going 
to win. 


out mis move was rejected as 
inadequate by the MCB, rep- 
resentatives of descendants of 


MCB and Algerian author- 
ities on Muslim fundamental- 
ists. 

More than 100,000 Berber 
demonstrators threatened in- 


Algeria's original inhabi- 
tants. 

In another development 
Tuesday, the armed Move- 
ment of the Islamic State 
(MEI) slammed the weekend 
appointment of a former fun- 
damentalist leader as head of 
the country’s most radical 
armed, faction, the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA). 

The GIA is a prime suspect 
in the kidnapping of Mr. 
Matoub. which followed 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali 
AJcbar Velayati expressed 
hopes for closer relations be- 
tween their two countries dur- 
ing a meeting Monday at the 
United Nations, an Iranian 
source said. 

Iran and Iraq, which 
fought a bloody war from 
1980 to 1988, have diplomatic 
relations at the charge d’af- 
faires level. But many issues 
stemming from the war re- 
main unresolved. 

These indude the fate of 
thousands of prisoners or sol- 
diers missing in action, Ira- 
nian claims for reparations, 
and the dredging and reopen- 
ing of die Shaft A1 Arab 
waterway. 

Mr. Aziz was said to have 
repeated a two-year-old in- 
vitation for Mr. Velayati to 
visit Baghdad, but no dale 
was set, the source said. 

Mr. Velayati was reported 
to have spoken positively of 
die work of lower-level de- 
legations which the two coun- 
tries have exchanged from 
time to time. 

The Iranian source said 
Mr. Velayati told a closed- 
door meeting earlier of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) that Iran 
was concerned at the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people as a 
result of U.N. sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. Mr. Velayati 
was said to have called on all 
parties to take steps to bring 
this situation on an early end. 

“Bilateral cooperation is 
possible and useful,” he was 
quoted as saying by IRNA. 

Mr. Aziz called for coop- 
eration based on the two 
countries' “commonalities,” 
IRNA said. 

Mr. Velayati’s planned 
visit to Baghdad 'follows a 
year of dialogue towards nor- 


malising ties and diplomatic 
exchange in late 1993 and 


early 1994. 

The visit, first announced 
in November and again in 
February and in June, was 
postponed over several thor- 
ny issues, such as prisoners of 
war and Iraq’s support for the 
main Iranian armed opposi- 
tion group. 

The minister was last said 
to be due in'Iraq in July, but 
a delegation which was to 
Have prepared his trip cancel- 
led a visit at tiro last minute. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Olmert to lead anti-Arafat protest 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Jerusalem’s Israel Mayor. Ebud 
Olmert, reiterated on Monday he will stop the Israeli 
government from inviting Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
to visit the Holy City. “We will will stop the government 


from inviting Arafat and I will lead the opposition in every 
possible legal way,” Mr. Olmert told Reuters after an 


possible legal way,” Mr. Olmert told Reuters after an 
address to a Dutch audience. He added that the Israeli 
government might have serious problems finding majority 
support in parliament for Mr. Arafat’s visit to the Muslim 
holy places in Jerusalem. Mr. Olmert would not give any 
indication when he planned to start organising possible 
action against Mr. Arafat’s visit. “Arafat is not a regular 
guy. He used to proclaim death to the Jewish people and to 
claim Jerusalem for the Arabs. If he comes there will be 
violence, it is a danger not worth taking,” Mr. Olmert said. 
He also said that the future of Jerusalem should be 
discussed in peace negotiations as soon as possible. “It’s an 
explosive issue which can destroy the entire peace process. 
Therefore we should deal with it right away,” he said. 


El Al to come out of receivership 


First Gulf tourists book Israel tours 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The first 200 tourists from Gulf states 
have booked guided tours of the Holy Land for early next 
year, an Israeli airline said Tuesday. The group from 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates have made reservations for a week-long tour of 
Muslim. Jewish and Christian sites, said Izi Borowitz, 
managing director of the Arkia airline. He told the radio 
they would arrive in Israel via a European country as there 
are no direct flights to the Gulf. Mr. Borowitz said the 
growing success of the Middle East peace process could 
bring “thousands of tourists from the Gulf to Israel each 
year.” Official Israeli delegations have recently been 
welcomed in Oman, B ahrain and Qatar although there are 
no diplomatic relations. 


Palau and Israel launch diplomatic ties 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel became the fourth country to 
establish diplomatic relations with the newly-in dependent 
Pacific islands of Palau this week, the foreign ministry said 
Tuesday. The Oceania archipelago of 340 islands which is 
inhabited by 16,000 people and lies east of the Philippines, 
declared its independence on Saturday. Israel's Ambassa- 
dor to Fiji, Shmuel Moyal signed an acoord with Palau 
Foreign Minister Andre Uherbdau the following day, 
officials said. The islands became a United States trust 
territory after World War II and Washington remains 
responsible for external security. Palau, which opened 
diplomatic ties immediately with die United States, Papua 
New Guinea and the Federated States of Micronesia, 
became the 147th country to establish full relations with the 
Jewish state. 


Ciller declares war on corruption 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Oiler 
declared war on corruption Monday, voring in a televised 
address that "not one case” would be covered up — 
“whoever is involved, whoever might be exposed.” With 
the media daily announcing new revelations in a bribery 
scandal relating to the administration of Tuigut Ozal, the 
former premier and president who died last year. Oiler 
promised that corruption would be “tracked down as far as 
it goes, whoever may be implicated.” She said she bad 
given her orders and mat all reports would be scrupulously 
investigated. The scandal has seen allegations of corruption 
levelled against Ozal, his family, businessmen dpse to Ozal 
family members and former senior state officials. The 
reports have alleged links between administrative officials 
and the Turkish mafia. On Sept. 19 a former director of the 
Turkish state bank, Engm Civ an, was shot by a hired 
gunman. From his hospital bed, where he was receiving 
treatment for three gunshot wounds, he accused a business- 
man said to be dose to the Ozal family of seeking to 
intimidate him in relation to a disputed debt. Ozal formed 
Turkey’s Motherland Party in 1983 and was elected prime 
minister in that year, a post be relinquished to assume the 
presidency in 1989. He died following a heart attack in 
April last year, having been largely credited with laying the 
foundations of Turkey's free market economy. 


Frenchman charged with embezzlement in Morocco 


RABAT (R) — French national Michel Debretagne, 58, 
has been charged with embezzlement, fraud and false 
pretences after swindling residents of Morocco by posing as 
a diplomat and international expert, the press reported on 
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Hot and dusty weather condi- 
tions will prevail with clouds, 
appearing at different altitudes and 
a chance of thunderous showers in 
the northern and eastern parts of 
the Kingdom. Winds will be easter- 


ly light to moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot and partly douay with 
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Monday. The French embassy in Rabat confir med 
Debretagne was in prison in Marrakesh, the sot 
Moroccan city whore he has been living for fo'c.L. 
Debretagne lived In a chic residential quarter with 
Moroccan wife and drove an American Kmoeane ■ 
Canadian diplomatic plates, the Rabat daily L’'" 
said. His visiting card read: Michel de Bretag ne, t 
expert, economic adviser, member of International, 
of Experts, permanent expert consultant mten 
organisations, honorary attorney Quebec hi g h 
Maghreb permanent representative of worid ^orga i 
of International College of Experts.” TOpimon 
Debretagne claimed be was decorated by Jea 
Bokassa, the former Central African emperor, for 
rendered as an adviser, and always wore the ribbon on 
lapel. It said he had issued dud cheques and also swind _ j 
more than 90 million dirhams ($10 million) from Mqroo-. 
can, Swiss and Algerian businessmen in the 
area. He faces np to five years in prison if 


Egypt and Iran agree to continue dial 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli carrier El Al will emerge 
from 12 years of receivership next February, according to 
Transport Minister Yisrael Kessar. Receivership had been 
set to end on OcL 14, but Mr. Kessar told the parliamen- 
tary economic committee on Monday that the deadline was 
impossible to meet The government has announced' 
privatisation plans to start this month with 51 per cent of 
me company to be sold off. But that too looks likely to be 
delayed, not for the first time, as officials said proposals, 
including an estimated company valuation of between $150 
million and $200 million and a golden share scheme, had 
yet to be finalised. El Al returned a profit of S9.9 million 
during 1993 or about one per cent of turnover, the eighth 
consecutive year of profit, but considerably down on the 
$31 million of 2992. Managing Director Raff Hariev said he 
expected similar profit this year. “If it were not for our 
security costs our profit would have been double,” he 
claimed. El Al pays 20 per cent of costs for high security 
while the government pays the rest. Mr. Kessar told the 
committee he favoured having the government assume all 
security costs to help El Al become more competitive. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and Iran have decided to 
dialogue in a bid to unprove relations after 15 yean pf 
tension between the two countries, Egyptian ~ 
Minister Amr Musa said Monday. “I agreed with 
Foreign Minister (Ali Akbar Velayati) to maintain < 
between the two countries,” Mr. Musa told reporters as be, 
returned here after attending the U.N. General Assembly^ 
in New York. Mr. Musa and Mr. Velayati met Last Tuesday^ 
on the sidelines of the U.N. meeting. Tehran broke off * 
with Cairo after the Iranian revolution in 1979, and 
peace treaty with Israel in the same year. Cairo has i 
Tehran of supporting Islamic militants, who launched 
violent campaign to topple Egypt’s secularist govenune 
four years ago. In Jane the two countries decided to\- 
coordinate with each other at international forums. Thk 
coordination was evident during the U.N. world pop u l atio n^ 
conference held last month in Cairo, when the two' 
countries lobbied against abortion. .£ 


Israel hails military ties with Chile 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin: vg 
. hailed military cooperation between his country and Oulec$ 
during a meeting Monday with Chilean Defence MinistetJ 
Edmundo Perez Yoma, a government spokesman sahLf 
“Our cooperation and good relations between our two | 
countries, our two armies and our people have a sobtfv/ 
foundation,” said Mr. Rabin, who is also defence minister, ^ 
Mr. Perez Yoma, who arrived in Israel Sunday for a r i 
three-day visit, said his government had an interest m'ji 
“ maintainin g its close relations” with the Jewish state. He 5 
is to visit Israeli military bases and aims factories during bird 
visit. Chile is among the leading purchasers of Israeli arms, * 
according to Western military experts who say Israel faw4f 
sold Merkava tanks, Kfir fighter planes, as well as mMw J 
and patrol boats to the South American state. $ 


Rebuilding homes in Iraq put in the spotiight 


ERBIL (AFP) — Some 26 international groups induding' 
U.N. agencies attended a one-day workshop on .Monday - 
to examine ways of rebuilding thousands of homes des- 
troyed in northern . Iraq. U.N. deputy coordinator Victor 
Wahlross said the aim of the meeting “was to review the 
reconstruction work of the last three years, to assess 
successes and failures and.. to look for possibilities to 
improve the work.” Northern Iraq has been under Kurdish 
control in defiance of Baghdad since foe end of the Gulf 
war in February 1991, with the backing of a U.S.-led 
coalition. According to local authorities abont 4,100 
villages were destroyed In the area in dashes between foe 
Iraqi army and Kurdish fighters. Some 2,245 have been 
rebuilt since the end of 1993. Mr. Wahlross, a Finn based in . 
Baghdad, said after the meeting that participants agreed to' 
give priority to rebuilding homes in traditional style with 
“natural stone, mud or gypsum” which they said were 
better than “concrete blocks.” They also voiced hopes that 
Kurdish authorities would “gradually take over responsibil- 
ity for the work.” One local administrator Rast S ha ways, 
said be thought the U.N. agencies and non-governmental 
organisations would “start to cooperate more closely” with. 
Kurdish authorities. 


Journalists end hunger strike in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) — Fifteen journalists from the opposition 


party newspaper Al Ahrar ended a hunger strike oh 
Monday after four of their colleagues wrn- mb*****) fmm 


Monday after four of their colleagues were released from 
detention, sources at the paper said. The four were 
arrested on Sunday when police seized control of foe 
headquarters of the opposition party also called Al Ahrar. 
The eviction came after a long battle between the party and 
tiie owner of the building, when a court finally ruled a gainst 
Al Ahrar’s appeal not to be turned out. The party’s leader 
Mustafa Kamel Murad, said he was to lay a complaint 
against the Interior Ministry accusing it of taking docu- 
ments from the party and foe paper, both boosed in the 
same building. Two weeks ago the paper’s editor-in-chief, . 
Mustafa Bakri, was detained and questioned before being 
released with a warning. Police accused him of having 
received bribes from “foreign parties” to put down Egypt’s 
image. . 


Mine blast kills Bangladeshi in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) - A Bangladeshi worker was 
kiued recently in a mine explosion in northern Kuwait, the 
daily Al Watan said Monday. Two other foreign nationals 
were also wounded in the blast in the Sulaibiya area and 
hospitalised, tire paper added without giving their national- 
ISIS- About SO DCOdIc have* HtpH vn cvmilttw - 
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Visiting Tunisian trade team explores 
joint industrial venture prospects 


AjVlMAN (Petra) — A Tun- 
s j an trade and industrial team 
by Arabi Ben Yousef, 
bead 1 of industrial develop- 
ment, Tuesday opened talks, 
here to explore prospects for 
joint industrial ventures. 

1 Mr. Ben Yousef said at the 
gut of meetings that his 
t ea i” plans to exchange ideas 
with Jordanian industrialists 
god business people and. to 
present proposals for future 
cooperation. 

Tunisia and Jordan are 
both centrally located in their 


respective region which helps 
them market their individual 
or joint products in North 
Africa and the Middle East, 
said Mr. Ben Yousef. 

The Jordanian team to the 
talks Tuseday was led by 
Fayez Suheimat, director 
general of the Jordanian In- 
dustrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) who deputised for 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf. 

Eh 1 . Suheimat said Jordan 
was intent on adopting plans 
aimed at raising the standard ' 


of industrial cooperation with 
Tunisia. * 

Noting that the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade in Jordan 
wa s doing all it can to help 
the development of private 
sector industries. Dr. 
Suheimat said all efforts are 
being exerted to open new 
markets for high quality 
Jordanian industrial pro- 
ducts. 

During the two-day meet- 
ings. the two sides Eure ex- 
pected to appraise the indust- 


rial situation in Tunisia and 
Jordan and study proposals 
for launching joint invest- 
ment schemes.. 

The Tunisian team is ex- 
pected also to meet Jorda- 
nian industrialists and discuss 
trade and industrial enter- 
prises. The group will also 
tour the Sahab Industrial City 
near Amman- 

Senior officials from the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade were present at the 
meeting. 



An Automotive manufacturing plant in S. Korea turns out popular four-wheel drive vehicles which are among those 
imported by Jordan (file photo) ' 

S. Korean envoy praises cooperation with Jordan 


.AMMAN (Petra) — Jorda- 
• man and South Korean offi- 
cials are currently studying 
the prospect of establishing a 
: research and studies institute 
in the Kingdom specialising 
tin technological, scientific 
and economic issues similar 
to an institute in South 
Korea, according to Korean 
ambassador to Jordan Oh 
-Chung H Tuesday. 


South Korea meanwhile 
continues to provide training 
to Jordanians in educational, 
scientific and electronic fields 
while several Korean stu- 
dents continued to learn Ara- 
bic at Jordanian universities, 
said the ambassador in a 
statement marking his coun- 
try's national day Tuesday. 

Mr. Oh voiced his coun- 
try’s backing for His Majesty 


King Hussein's political 
stands on various regional 
and international questions, 
particularly the peace process 
in the Middle East. 

Jordan has a pivotal role to 
play in this peace process, 
and South Korea mil con- 
tinue to support the negotiat- 
ing process for the attainment 
of just and durable peace, 
said the ambassador. 


Describing Korean- 
Jordanian relations as good.r 
the ambassador said that bi- 
lateral cooperation in various 
fields was expected to emerge 
as a result of the peace pro- 
cess. 

The ambassador said he 
hoped that Jordan and Korea 
will open a direct air route 
between Seoul and Amman 
to encourage Korean tourists 
to visit Jordan. 


PNA delegation visit delayed 


By a Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

. AMMAN — The visit of a 

- Palestinian delegation 
scheduled to begin on 

Tuesday has been put off 
. until Sunday because of 
technical reasons, official 
r sources said. 

“Since most of the senior 

- officials from both sides are 
otherwise occupied, the 
date has been forwarded to 

a Sunday," said one source. 

I It was the third time that 
the resumption of coor- 

- (fination and cooperation 

■ talks was delayed after 
senior officials from Jordan 

- and the Palestine National 
Authority in Gaza and 
Jericho met in Amman in 

■ August. 

Jordanian officials said at 
that time that the Kingdom 
had presented several 
. proposals to the Palestinian 
side, particularly over 
issues related to economic 
. and trade relations, and the 
PNA side was expected to 
present its responses and 
views on them in early 
September. 

i; Subsequently, the talks 
" were put off again until late 

■ September and then again 
to Tuesday following a visit 
to Amman by Hakam Bala- 
wi, a senior PNA official 
and dose confident of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Palestinian sources said 
the delegation expected to 
arrive on Sunday would be 
led by Ahmad Qouriea, 

,• economy minister in the 
setf-mle authority, instead 
of Culture and Information 


Minister Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo. 

No explanation was im- 
mediately available to the 
switch, but the presence of 
Mr. Qouriea in the team 
indicated that the Palesti- 
nians might be more willing . 
to discuss in details the 
Jordanian proposals on 
economic cooperation; 

The delegation would in- 
clude the PNA ministers of 
health, communication, 
transport, justice and 
education, the sources said. 

The PLO leadership has 
not ratified an economic 
agreement it signed with 
Jordan in January and 
modified in May. The 
document provides for a 
strong Jordanian say in the 
monetary and economic 
affairs of the occupied ter- 
ritories by virtue of the fact 
that the Jordanian dinar is 
the main currency in cir- 
culation there. 

Mr. Qouriea, who was 
reported to have submitted 
his resignation to Mr. Ara- 
fat two weeks ago and then 
withdrew it. was one of the 
key figures involved in 
drawing up the agreement. 
This, his inclusion in the 
team expected here was 
taken as a sign the PNA 
might be getting round to 
finally tackling the issue of 
the economic accord and its 
provisions. 

Mr. Arafat is reportedly 
resisting the document's ■ 
provisions that give a 
prominent role to the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
in supervising the monetary 


situation and banking 
affairs of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since he is 
seeking to issue a Palesti- 
nian currency and set up a 
Palestinian monetary au- 
thority. 

However, international 
monetary ' experts say, it 
would be a major mistake if 
the Palestinians decide to 
issue a currency at this 
point in time. 

“Simple economic logic 
dictates that the issuance of 
a Palestinian currency 
would create problems for 
the self-rule authority," 
said an expert. "Of course, 
if politics and not economy 
is the consideration there 
then that logic does not 
apply at all.” 

Jordan is also seeking 
PNA action on imports of 
Jordanian products after 
the Kingdom secures an 
Israeli agreement to $30 
million worth of Jordanian 
exports to the parts of the 
West Bank which have yet 
to come under Palestinian 
self-rule. 

According to several 
Jordanian businessmen, 
Israel itself has not started 
issuing its own permits for 
the imports from Jordan. 
Bat “there is also marked 
discouragement from the 
PNA side against imports 
from Jordan,” said a 
businessman who said he 
•had sent samples of his 
products and bad secured 
approval of quality and 
packing - . ami was wait- 
ing for final orders. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

Concert of classical Arabic musk by Alge- 
rian band “Rahiq A1 Andalos at the site of 
Ac Byzantine Church at Darat A1 Fnnun, 
Jabal Luwefbdeh at 7:30 p.m. (Tel. 
643251/2). 

FILM 

* Video fflm entitled ‘"Truly Madly Deeply’* 
at die British Council, Jabal Amman (Tel. 
638m). 

SEMINAR AND LECTURE 

f Seminar In Arabic entitled “Asthma and 
Public Health” with the participation of 
Dr. Rami Irani, Dr. Exhaled Abu Rum- 
man, and Dr. Yousef N*aimat at Abdul 
Hameed Sha man Foundation in Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

' Lecture in KngKch entitled “Meeting the 
Edomites at Khlrbet MtTaDaq and ou Top 
of Jabal AJ-Qsefr” by Dr. Manfred Ltad- 
ner at the Friends of Archaeology Centre at 

’•-00 pun. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of abstract art by Amer Fatnhi 
at Tncritwtn Cervantes (Spanish Ciritural 
Centre) (Tel. 610858). 

Exhibition of abstract art by AH A1 MTmar 
at the Orfali Art GaBery, TJmm Utbeina 

(Tel. 826932). 

BrfiihWnn of watercolours by Vladimir 
Tamari at Darat A1 Fomin, Jabal Loweib- 

deh (Tel. 643251/2). 


■ tr Oriental pieces exhibitioa at Gallery 
Mariam (TeL 824425). 

☆ Ceramics exhibition by Hameed Abdul 
Mqjeed at the Royal Guttural Centre. 

☆ Two exhibitions of abstract art by Ramzi Al 
Sayki wnd Mohammad SwKtw at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■ir Photography exhibition at the University of 
Jordan. 

•tr Fourth Amman International Book Exhibi- 
tion at tbe International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road (TeL 650601). 


JBA issues 
new book on 
companies 
law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — “The 
Companies Law No. 1 of 
1989” is the title of a new 
publication issued by the 
Jordanian Businessmen’s 
Association (JBA). The book 
is the third in a series of 
English publications on the 
investment climate in Jordan. 

A press release from the 
JBA Tuesday said the book 
was to serve as a guide for 
foreign investors to help 
them obtain the right in- 
formation about investment 
laws and company regula- 
tions. 

The 15-part book provides 
the full version of the law and 
its provisions concerning all 
types of companies as well as 
regulations concerning mer- 
gers and liquidation. 

The JBA earlier published 
“Investmeut Climate in Jor- 
dan 1993" and “Foreign In- 
vestment in Jordan — Laws 
and Regulations 1994.” 



Government to write off interest 
on loans to farmers — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government Tuesday 
announced plans to write 
off an estimated JD11 mil- 
lion in interest on loans to 
farmers. 

The Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC), which 
has been granting the loans 
to farmers, will arrange for 
the write offs in accordance 
with directives from the 
Council of Ministers, said 
Agriculture Minister Man- 
sour Ben Tarif in a state- 
ment quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

So that the ACC is able 
to continue its work, the 
government plans to offer 
it a JD 7 million grant and 
an additional JD 7 million 
in an interest free loan 
which can be loaned to 
farmers, said the minister. 

The ACC will also 
arrange to write off loans to * 
the Jordan Cooperative 


Organisation (JCO), but 
the amount will be studied 
by a special committee, 
said Mr. Ben Tarif. 

The decision to write off 
the loan interest followed 
another measure by die 
government by which the 
state treasury would bear 
the difference in actual 
payments for agricultural 
water during the last quar- 
ter of this year resulting 
from a recent hike in 
tariffs. 

The government said 
that JD 1 million has been 
allocated to pay for the 
difference in water prices. 
Mr. Ben Tarif had said 
then that the Council of 
Ministers set up a special 
committee comprising par- 
liamentarians, fanners and 
government officials to 
work out other arrange- 
ments to assist the formers. 

In his statement Tues- 



Mansour Ben Tarif 

day, Mr. Ben Tarif said 
formers who had borrowed 
less than JD 2,000 will be 
totally exempted from 
paying interest, adding that 
exemptions will range from 
80 per cent to 30 per cent 


for those farmers who bor- 
rowed between JD 2,000 
and JD 50,000. The ex- 
emptions are detailed as 
follows: 

— JD 2,000 to JD 5,000 — 
80 per cent exemption. 

— JD 5,001 to JD 10,000 — 
60 per cent exemption. 

— JD 10,001 to JD 15,000 

— 50 per cent exemption. 
— JD 15,001 to JD 30,000 

— 40 per cent exemption. 

. — JD 30,001 to JD 50,000 

— 30 per cent exemption. 
The earlier decision to 

increase the cost of agri- 
cultural water foam six to 
15 fils per cubic metre h ad 
drawn angry protests from 
formers. 

A large group of fanners 
supported by several Par- 
liament members staged a 
sit-in and announced they 
would stage a general strike 
later in protest against the 
decision. 


3 confess to links with militant Islamic group 


AMMAN (AP) — Three de- 
fendants on Tuesday confes- 
sed in court that they were 
linked to a militant group 
which has carried out subver- 
sive operations in Jordan. 

The three men confirmed 
that confessions they made to 
prosecutors before the trial 
began Aug. 26 were accurate. 

They did not say what the 
confessions contained. But 
court records showed that 
they told prosecutors that 
arms and explosives seized 
from their homes earlier this' 
year belonged to them. 

The names of the defen- 
dants and details of the four- 
hour hearing at the State 
Security Court could not be 
published under orders from 
the three-man tribunal. 


So far. 16 of the 20 defen- 
dants who have testified be- 
fore the tribunal have re- 
tracted their confessions, 
claiming they were extracted 
under “physical pressure.” 

Tuesday’s testimony raised 
the number of defendants 
who have confirmed their 
confessions to four. 

One defendant admitted in 
court Sunday that he had 
bombed an Amman movie 
theatre on Jan. 26 because it 
was showing a pornographic ‘ 
film. 

The tribunal was ad- 
journed until Saturday, when 
two more defendants are ex- 
pected to take the stand. 

Twenty-five people, in- 
cluding three still at large, are 
being tried on charges of 


plotting to 'destabilise! the 
Kingdom in a wave of bomb- 
ings in late 1993 and early 
1994. 

They face the death penal- 
ty for also attempting to kill 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
officials involved in peace 
negotiations with Israel and 
plotting attacks against U.S. 
and Israeli interests in the 
region. 

The men are also accused 
of affiliation with a clandestine 
group, nicknamed the Arab 
Afghans.” It consists mainly 
of Islamic veterans who 
fought alongside Muslim re- 
bels in Afghanistan against 
Soviet forces during the 
1980s. 

The prosecution claims 


that the men were stockpiling 
arms and explosives for a 
campaign to purge Jordan’s 
predominantly conservative 
Muslim society of people 
they consider to be religious- 
ly corrupt and pro-Western. 

Prosecution witnesses, 
mostly police officers, have 
told the tribunal that home- 
made explosives confiscated 
from the defendants’ homes 
in February matched those 
that were used to bomb li- 
quor stores and cinemas 
showing pornographic films. 

Muslim extremists vehe- 
mently oppose the sale and 
consumption of alcoholic 
drinks and lewd programmes 
' because they contravene with 
Islamic teachings. 



Did aquifer waters being used for wheat irrigation in southern Jordan (AFP photo) 

British MP arrives for discussions on 
scientific, technological progress 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Daring a two- 
day visit to Jordan, Oct. 
3-4, British parliamenta- 
rian David Horn met with 
Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat, 
President of Yarmouk Uni- 
versity Marwan Kamal, 
and various scientists to 
discuss scientific and tech- 
nological developments in 
Jordan. 

The visit to the King- 
dom, which was part of a 
tour of the region, was pri- 
marily a fact-finding one, 
but was also meant to 
strengthen a Jordan-U.K. 
partnership which has 
already established several 
joint projects, Mr. Hunt 
told tbe Jordan Times 
Tuesday. 

He said that three pro- 
jects were of particular sig- 
nificance: the Badia pro- 
ject, under the patronage 


of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
the Duke of Kent, is co- 
organised by the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST) with 
Britain's Royal Geog- 
raphical Society / Durham 
University. 

“British and Jordanian 
scientists are working 
together to study all aspects 
of physical and human en- 
vironment in the desert," 
Mr. Hunt said. 

He explained that 
although the study was 
being conducted “around 
Safawi in the southeast, the 
result will be applied to ali 
arid and semi-arid lands, 
which comprise most of 
Jordan. 

“It is an outstanding ex- 
ample of cooperation in re- 
search and development 
with a direct developmen- 
tal benefit,” he added. 

' There is also an institu- 
tional linkage, funded by 


British aid, between Jor- 
dan's Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) and the 
British Geological Survey. 

Part of this project is the 
provision of advanced 
training for Jordanian ex- 
perts in Britain, Mr. Hunt 
said. 

The training offered for 
cartographers has resulted 
in a cartographical centre 
which is entirely manned 
by Jordanian staff who pro- 
duce precise geographical 
maps, he continued. 

Mr. Hunt said coopera- 
tion “maintains the close 
links formed over the years 
between Jordanian and 
British scientists in a field 
of real economic import- 
ance to Jordan.” 

The third project is the 
Disi acquifer study. 

“This has been funded by 
nearly JD 5 million of Brit- 
ish aki. The results of the 
study are of great import- 


ance to Jordan in securing 
and planning future water, 
resources,” he said. 

Mr. Hunt told the Jordan 
Times that there were- 
academic exchanges be- 
tween the two countries, 
and official scholarships are 
awarded by the Royal Sci- 
entific Society, the British 
Council and the Overseas 
Development Agency 
(ODA) to Jordanian stu- 
dents to study at British 
universities. 

The personal interest of : 
Crown Prince Hassan had 
generated a great deal of 
stimulus for the various 
projects, he said. 

Mr. Hunt's tour of the 
region included a visit to 
Egypt, and from Jordan he 
left for Israel. 

“The whole region has 
great potential and it will 
benefit from cooperation 
and links with Britain,” he 
said. 


Morocco will normalise trade relations with Israel only 
after Jordan, Syria and Palestinians — visiting official 


Special to tbe Jordan Times ' 

AMMAN — The opening 
of an Israeli liaison bureau 
in Rabat and a Moroccan 
bureau in Tel Aviv does 
not mean Morocco is pre- 
pared to normalise trade 
relations with the Jewish 
state, said Edris Hatto, 
Moroccan minister of trade 
and industry. 

Morocco, he said, is 
ready for normalisation 
with Israel but will only 
follow suit after Jordan, 

Syria and the Palestinians. 
“We are pushing for that,” 


Mr. Hatto added. 

“(The liaison bureau is a 
step towards an embassy, 
and a preparation for 
peace, but Morocco mil 
not take any step that 
would weaken peace in the 
region.” 

Mr. Hatto's comments 
follow visits to Jordan and 
Iraq this week that sought 
to strengthen trade rela- 
tions with both countries 
and promote the coming 
Casablanca economic sum- 
mit. 

A lasting peace, he said, 
includes the movement of 


and people across 
jorders, as well as a solu- 
tion for Iraq and neigh- 
bouring countries. 

"We could see trem- 
endous development in this 
region,” Mr. Hatto said, 
“but we must find a solu- 
tion to Iraq.” 

Morocco is committed to 
these ends, and will pursue 
them by strengthening rela- 
tions with other Arab coun- 
tries, he said. 

The Casablanca summit, 
scheduled to convene at the 
end of the month, wiU 


further these goals by in- 
itiating discussions on an 
economic strategy for the 
region, and bringing 
together for the first time 
public and private entities 
to promote regional de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Hatto's visit to Jor- 
dan resulted in the signing 
of a new Jordanian- 

Moroccan trade agreement 
which he hopes will encour- 
age increased trade. 

“Quite frankly," he said, 
“our level of trade is an 


embarassing for me, con- 
sidering King Hassan's 
friendly relations with the 
Kingdom.” 

The volume of trade for 
both countries in past years 
has been insignificant. 

Morocco’s volume of trade 
with Jordan in 1993 was a 
scant $6 million, while Jor- 
dan's volume of trade with 
Morocco for the first half of 
1994 only amounted to 
JD 500.000. 

“We can increase our 
trade with this country 10 
to 100 per cent,” he said. 






Schools reopen in New Delhi 
as plague fears subside 


Mandela 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Schools reopened here Tues- 
day after senior health offi- 
cials ruled out a large-scale 
outbreak of plague in the 
capital and proclaimed there 
were far fewer cases of the 
disease across India chan in- 
i tally feared. 

Two senior Indian health 
officials were in Bahrain, 
meanwhile, to try to convince 
Gulf states that the plague 
epidemic was under control 
and that air and shipping 
links with India should be 
restored. 

New Delhi's National Insti- 
tute of Communicable Dis- 
eases reported 13 more cases 
of plague in the capital Tues- 
day. taking the total number 
of infected people here to 45. 

But it said more than 90 
per cent of the nearly 700 
people admitted to hospitals 
here with suspected pneumo- 


nic or bubonic plague were 
■found not to be suffering 


from the disease. 

According to the Health 
Ministry, there have been 
only 247 confirmed cases of 
plague across the country and 
the outbreak has passed its 


peak. 

“The situation is now 
under control," Health 
Secretary M.S. Daval said. 
“We are now on the path to 
recovery. We have crossed 
the peak and we are now on 
the second half of the curve." 

The plague scare showed 
signs ot subsiding in New 
Delhi Tuesday with the 
reopening of schools, shut 
last week to prevent an out- 
break among children. 

Cinemas remain closed but 
fewer people were seen on 
the streets wearing handker- 
chiefs or surgical masks to 
prevent infection and offices 
reported near normal attend- 
ance. 

Scores of people were still 
turning up at hospital, 
emergency rooms, however, 
demanding to be tested for 
plague. 

A top Indian health official 
said the psychosis had been 
placing a heavy burden on 
hand-pressed doctors working 
round-the-clock. 

“The plague panic has 
spread to such a degree that 
people who have caught a 
simple cold are reporting to 


hospitals for checkups of 
possible plague," said A.K. 
Mukherjee. India's director- 
general of health services. 

“We even have psycholo- 
gical cases on our hands,” he 
said. 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman. Kuwait, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
have cut off air and shipping 
ties with India because of the 
plague epidemic and several 
other countries have imposed 
varying restrictions on travel 
and trade. 

Indrajeet Choudhuri. a 
senior Health Ministry offi- 
cial, and K.K. Dutta, the 
director of the National Insti- 
tute of Communicable Dis- 
eases, were dispatched to the 
Gulf Monday to try to con- 
vince Gulf states to end their 
quarantine of India. 

“We are trying to convince 
them that the plague situa- 
tion in India is well under 
control and the ban on air 
and sea links with India is 
unwarranted," the Press 
Trust of India quoted Mr. 
Choudhuri as saying. 

The Russian news agency 
TASS said meanwhile that 


passengers from India were 
refusing to leave an aircraft in 
the city of Perm in the Urals 
Tuesday to protest a six-day 


quarantine period. 
“The voluntary 


Pasternak blasted for book about Diana 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Anna Pasternak, the great 
niece of Nobel literature 
laureate Boris Pasternak, 
has forged a name for herself 
by authoring Princess In 
Love, but critics were unani- 
mous Tuesday in predicting a 
dismal future for her writing 
career. 

' Pasternak, a 27-year-old 
freelance journalist, has in- 
sisted that her aim was simply 
to share with the world a 
“wonderful love story" when 
she wrote about the alleged 
affair between Princess Di- 
ana and her former riding 
instructor, James Hewitt. 

But her claim has Mien on 
deaf ears as critics lined up 
Tuesday to denounce the 
book and her style of writing 
which, according to the 
Times, made Barbara Cart- 
land look like “Tolstoy." 

•Commentators also re- 
fused to believe that she was 
not motivated by money. 
Press reports said Tuesday 
that she will earn some 
£300,000 ($450,000) for the 


book. 

Colleagues who worked 
with Pasternak at some of the 
tabloid newspapers where 
she wrote a gossip column, 
describe her as an ambitious 
and career-oriented woman 
who managed to hide her 
book project. 

Pasternak, who is single, 
was born into a well off fami- 
ly and attended private 
schools before enrolling at 
Oxford University where she 
earned a degree in geography 
— “the degree favoured by 
sportsmen and the un- 
academic,'' the Telegraph 
ruthlessly wrote Tuesday. 

Her great uncle, Boris Pas- 
ternak, wrote Dr, Zhivago 
and won a Nobel Prize for the 
book. 

Meanwhile, just as Prin- 
cess Diana thought it was safe 
to return to the limelight 
from semi-retirement, the 
hardest-hitting of all royal 
kiss-and-tell stories appears 
to have tarnished her saintly 
image, perhaps beyond re- 
pair. 


Princess In. Love alleges 
Diana had a torrid affair 
with Maj. Hewitt, trysting 
with him at Kensington 
Palace and at her husband 
Prince Charles’ country 
estate while her young sons 
slumbered in the next room. 

There is no word yet as to 
whether the estranged wife of 
heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles will sue. But she may 
find it hard now to claim she 
was the lone victim in a 
doomed marriage. 

The book, which had Maj. 
Hewitt’s approval and coop- 
eration, alleges the 33-year- 
old Princess Diana was an 
adulteress who undertook a 
five-year affairs as her mar- 
riage turned to ashes. 

“This is another grubby 
little book that does not bear 
wasting time on," a Bucking- 
ham Palace spokesman said. 
Princess Diana’s lawyer 
asked the public to “show, 
their contempt for those who 
seek to make money out of 
the unhappiness of the royal 
couple." 


U.S. 

agriculture 

secretary 


resigns 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Agriculture Secretary MQce 


Espy said at a news briefing. 
“The president deserves to 


Abiola trial adjourned indefinitely 


ABUJA (AFP) — The 
treason trial of Nigerian 
opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola was Tuesday ad- 
journed indefinitely by the 
federal high court here after 
the defence introduced a new 
plea for a fair hearing. 


The presiding judge, Chris 
mlong, ruled that since he 


Senlong, ruled that since he 
had already suspended the 
trial almost two weeks ago at 


the request of defence 
lawyers, there were no 
grounds currently to proceed. 

Mr. Abiola was detained in 
June after he declared him- 
self head of state and armed 
forces commander in chief, a 
year after presidential elec- 
tions be is presumed to have 
won before they were voided 
by the military junta of the 
time. 


He appeared in courfTues- 
day but was unwell, moving 
with difficulty and evidently 
suffering from severe back 
pain. 

The main defence counsel. 


G.O.K. Ajayi, Tuesday filed 
a new suit for what he de- 


scribed as a fair trial for Mr. 
Abiola, announcing chat he 
would call for Judge Senlong 
himself to appear. 


U.S. warns against travel to Azerbaijan 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
State Department has 
warned U.S. citizens against 
travelling to Azerbaijan until 
further notice, due to the 
unsettled security situation 
there. 

In a statement, the depart- 
ment urged U.S. citizens cur- 
rently in Azerbaijan to re- 
main indoors. It said they 
conld contact the U.S. 
embassy in Baku if they 
needed assistance in leaving 
the country. 

Azerbaijani President 
Haydar Aliyev imposed state 
of emergency Monday and 
sent tanks onto the the streets 
of his capita] to boost secur- 
ity, a move likely to alarm 
Western partners in a 
recently-signed $7 billion oil 
deal. 

Mr. Aliyev declared the 
emergency with immediate 
effect on state television after 
special Interior Ministry 
police seized the general pro- 
secutor to demand the re- 
lease of jailed colleagues. 

He said the seizure of 
general prosecutor Ali Umar- 
ov, freed Monday after being 


held overnight by a 100- 
strone unit of OPON forces. 


strong unit of OPON forces, 
amounted to a “coup d'etat.” 
The OPON troops with- 
drew to their base in a suburb 
of the capital Baku and ex- 
changed brief fire with gov- 
ernment forces. 


Russian news agencies re- 
porting from Baku linked the 
incident at the prosecutor’s 
office to a row between In- 
terior Minister Ramilk Usu- 
bov and his sacked deputy, 
Rovshan Javadov. 

Mr. Aliyev urged the 
OPON troops to surrender 
their arms. 

But Mr. Javadov defied the 
order as be spoke from inside 
his headquarters illuminated 
by the flames of a nearby oil 
refinery. 

“The president is sur- 
rounded by corrupt people 
who've pushed our country to 


the brink of civil war. We 
want the convening of an 
extraordinary session of par- 
liament,” Mr. Javadov told 
Reuters. 

He said he had objected to 
the arrests of three OPON 
members on suspicion of in- 
volvement in the killings Last 
Thursday of Deputy Par- 
liamentary Chairman Afiyad- 
din Jalilov and Mr. Aliyev’s 
security chief, Shamsi Ragi- 
mov. 

Mr. Javadov called for die 
resignation of the general 
prosecutor and interior 
minister, demands rejected 
by Mr. AKyev. He did not 
make dear what he intended 
to do next. 

At least 15 T-72 tanks were 
parked in the backyard of 
Mr. Javadov’s headquarters. 
Several hundred OPON 
troops remained hold up in- 
side. About 20 busloads of 
government troops watched 
the base from just up the 
road, but did not interfere. 

“Aliyev is mad. He’s Rus- 
sia's man,” said Azer, a 
young OPON soldier. 
“There'll be dvil war if he 
doesn't meet our demands." 

The streets of Baku were 
deserted. Government troops 
beefed up patrols and set up 
checkpoints for identity 
checks. Shops and res- 
taurants dosed early in anti- 
cipation of a night-time cur- 
few. 

Soldiers guarded the pres- 
idential palace and parlia- 
ment. Eyewitnesses reported 
tanks outside other key in- 
stallations. 

All but emergency tele- 
phone lines were cat between 
Baku and other ex-Soviet re- 
publics. The main post office 
had been shut. 

Hie latest political tension 
marked a fresh humiliation 
for Mr. Aliyev, a former 
high-ranking KGB official 
who only two weeks ago was 
entertaining Western oil 
barons in his capital and lift- 
ing his champagne glass to 


Azerbaijan's oil wealth. 

Armenian offensives out of . 
the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, changes 
in power and sackings of 
negotiators have all held up 
the accord to develop three 
major Caspian Sea oilfields. 

Parliament was due to 
ratify the oil deal this month. 

Under the constitution, the 
president may enforce a state 
of emergency for up to 60 
days without parliamentary 
approval. 


The emergency tightens 
regulations on entering and 
leaving the country, imposes 
media censorship and bans 
•demonstrations and strikes. 
It also empowers the presi- 
dent to suspend the activities 
of political parties. 

Mr. Aliyev said on televi- 
sion: “We want to resolve 
this conflict peacefully. We 
do not want bloodshed in the 
republic." 

Bloodshed is a painfully 
regular occurence in Azerbai- 
jan as are coup d'etats. The 
volatile Transcaucasus repub- 
lic has seen two power 
changes in two years, during 
which it lost swathes of terri- 
tory to Armenians in the 
six-year war over Karabakh. 

Mr. Aliyev, 71, a former 
politburo member, took pow- 
er without a formal title or 
popular mandate after an 
armed revolt ousted the 
elected nationalist President 
Abulfaz Elchibey in June 
1993. 


Mr. Elchibey was toppled 
just before die scheduled 
signing of the multi-bilfion- 
doDar oil deal after a rebel- 
lion by a post-Soviet warlord 
heading a well-armed militia 
and opposed to nationalists 
disliked by Moscow. 

The warlord, Suret 
Huseinov, later named pre- 
mier, mounted his revolt af- 
ter Russian forces due to quit 
a garrison by the end of 1994 
unexpectedly left in May 
1993. 


“The president deserves to 
have his agenda go forward 
with a minimum of distrac- 
tion," Mr. Espy said. 

He was the first member of 
Mr. Clinton’s cabinet to res- 
ign under fire. 

Mr. Clinton said Mr. 
Espy’s decision was 
“appropriate.” 

In accepting his resigna- 
tion, Mr. Clinton said, 
“although Secretary Espy has 
said he has done nothing 
wrong, I am troubled by the 
appearance of some of these 
incidents and bebeve his deci- 
sion to leave is appropriate.” 

Mr. Espy has repeatedly 
denied breaking any laws, 
but in announcing his resigna- 
tion, be said he had keen 
careless and apologised to 
Mr. Clinton and staff mem- 
bers. 

“In as much as I was in- 
deed careless in managing 
some of die details of my 
personal activities... and for 
that I apologise to die presi- 
dent ana to the loyal people 
who have served so well,” 
said Mr. Espy. 

Both a federal special pro- 
secutor and the White House 
counsel are investigating a 
broadening array of charges 
against Mr. Espy, a former 
Mississippi congressman and 
one of four blacks in Mr. 
Cinton’s cabinet. 

The investigations have 
been under way in one form 
or another since the spring, 
when the Justice Department 
began investigating charges 
that Mr. Espy broke federal 
laws by accepting gifts from 
people and organisations reg- 
ulated by his department, in- 
cluding the country’s largest 
poultry producer, the 
Arkansas-based Tyson Foods 
Inc. 

The Federal Meat Inspec- 
tion Act specifically bars any- 
one involved in meat inspec- 
tion from accepting anything 
of value from the meat- 
processing industry. 

The Agriculture Depart- 
ment is in charge of the na- 
tion’s meat inspection sys- 
tem, and Mr. Espy was criti- 
cised early in his tenure for 
being lenient in regulating 
'the poultry industry. 

The scope of the probes 
have widened to look at 
charges that Mr. Espy im- 
properly charged the govern- 
ment for vehicles used for 
personal affairs and took per- 
sonal trips financed by tax- 
payer money. 

In die latest development, 
a dminis tration sources Said 
the White House probe re- 
vealed that Mr. Espy’s girl- 
friend, Patricia Dempsey, re- 
ceived a $1,200 educational 
scholarship from a Tyson 
Foundation. 


urges 

U.N. 


to fight 


“The voluntary prisoners 
are demanding that their hu- 
man rights, which they be- 
lieve are being violated, be 
observed,” TASS said, 
adding that they feared their 
goods. bought in India, 
would be destroyed. 

Sri Lanka also announced 
that a junior cricket team 
would cut short a three-week 
tour of India and fly home 
Wednesday, but partly be- 
cause officials had feared no 
flights would be available to 
take the youngsters back. 

According to the health 
secretary, three people have 
died of plague in New Delhi, 
47 in the western city of 
Surat, where the outbreak 
began, and one in the south- 
ern state of Karnataka. 

An estimated half a million 
people fled Surat, in Gujarat 
state, after the first known 
plague death occurred there 
on Sept. 20 and some carried 
the disease to other parts of 
the country. 


poverty 


Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Espy, under federal criminal 
and ethics investigations for 
numerous alleged improp- 
rieties, said he is resigning 
from President Bill Clinton’s 
cabinet. 

Mr. Espy said he would 
devote his energies full-time 
to defending his reputation. 

“I most personally over- 
come die challenge to my 
good name that continues to 
distract me from my work in 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. I have therefore 
decided to tender my resigna- 
tion to the president effective 
Dec, 31" of this year,” Mr. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Sooth African President 
Nelson Mandela told the Un- 
ited Nations Monday that 
people needed “bread and 
work” as well as the vote and 
urged the world body to fight 
poverty as it once fought 
apartheid. 

Greeted by a standing ova- 
tion and thundering ap- 
plause, Mr. Mandela also 
thanked the United Nations 
for its 20-year struggle 
against racial discrimination 
in his country. 

“It surely must be one of 
the great ironies of our age 
that this August assembly is 
addressed, for the first time 
in 49 years, by a South Afri- 
can head of state drawn from 
among the African majority 
of what is an African coun- 
try.” he said. 

South Africa was readmit- 
ted to the U.N. General 
Assembly in July after being 
barred from all U.N. activi- 
ties since 1974 because of its 
system of white-minority rule 
and racial segregation. 

Mr. Mandela also said at a 
news conference that his 
national unity government 
would refrain from unilateral 
action in regional crises un- 
like the previous government 
that he called “the pitbull of 
the world." 

“I mil resist any tempta- 
tion to take any unilateral 
action on matters that should 
be addressed collectively,” 
he said. 

Instead, South Africa 
would work through interna- 
tional bodies such as the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty. he said. 

The question of South 
Africa's role as a potential 
peacekeeper in a trouble con- 
tinent came amid U.N. de- 
bate over how to respond 
more effectively in situation 
such as Rwanda where an 
estimated 500,000 were killed 
while the world stood by. 

Mr. Mandela, who took 
office in May after the coun- 
try’s first multi-racial elec- 
tions, said South Africa was 
now engaged in a “historic 
effort to redefinition of 
ourselves as a new nation.” 

“Our watchwords must be 
justice, peace reconciliation 


South African President Nelson M an del a (left) shakes bauds 
with U-N. Secretary-General Boutros GhaB before a ddr essing 
the U.N. General Assembly to New York (AFP photo) 

and nation-building in the of affirmation required that 


pursuit of a democratic, non- 
radal and non-sexist coun- 
try,” he said. 

He emphasised the need to 
heal the wounds opened by 
colonialism and apartheid, 
and pledged tireless efforts to 
•erradkate racism, express- 
ing the hope that South 
Africa will become a model 
of race relations from the 
world. 

But South Africa’s stability 
and the possibility of creating 
a non-racial society “depend 


on our ability to change the 
material conditions of life of 


our people so that they , not 
only have the vote, but ‘they 
have bread and work as 
well,” he stressed. 

Mr. Mandela noted that 
there was a consensus among 
the U.N. member states in 
favour of the entrenchment 
of democratic systems of gov- 
ernment. 

“But it is equally true that 
hundreds of millions of these 
politically empowered masses 
are caught in the deathly trap 
of poverty, unable to live life 
in its fullness,” he said. 

He suggested a “new and 
forceful initiative" by the Un- 
ited. Nations centering on 
fostering democracy, peace 
and prosperity in an inttipen- 
dent world. 

“The universal . struggle 
-against apartheid was there- 
fore not an act of charity 
arising out of pity for our 
people, but an affirmation of 
our common humanity," he 
said. 

»“We believe that that act 


this organisation should once 
more turn its focused and 
sustained attention to the 
basics of everything that 
makes for a better world for 
all humanity,” he said. 

Besides addressing the Un- 
ited Nations, Mr. Mandela 
will be meeting U.S. leaders 
and trying to lure back fore- 
ign investment to South Afri- 
ca. 

At a news conference, he 
offered assurances there 
would be no retaliation 
against foreign companies 
that did business there under 
white rule. 

. As for a protracted strike 
that gripped the auto industry 
in August, he said it was to be 
expected because blacks see 
that whites are paid some- 
times as much as five times 
more for the same work. 

Mr. Mandela said a prior- 
ity for his government was to 
invest in housing, schools and 
clinics both to improve condi- 
tions for blacks and to gener- 
ate jobs. 

At the same time, the 
South African cabinet will be 
considering belt-tightening 
measures, including a freeze 
on salaries of public servants, 
cuts in subsidies to business, 
and lifting controls on foreign 
exchange, he said. 

If the austerity measures 
are approved, Mr. Mandela 
and his cabinet would make a’ 
30 per cent cut m their salar- 
ies, and members of parlia- 
ment would have their pay 
reduced by 10 per cent, he 
said. 


Poll: Cardoso wins Brazil election 


SAO PAULO (R) — Fer- 
nando Henrique Cardoso, a 
tree-market advocate who 
the military once forced into 
exile, won Brazil’s presiden- 
tial elections by a wide mar- 
gin, voter exit polls showed. 

Mr. Cardoso swept to vic- 
tory by reaping nearly six 
million votes more than all 
other canidadates combined 
— a margin easily big enough 
to avoid a runoff with his 
nearest rival, leftist Luiz In- 
acio Lula Da Silva, the exit 
polls showed. 

Vote-counting was due to 
begin early Tuesday, and fin- 
al results were not expected 
until next week. 

Bui Mr. Cardoso's backers 
were already looking to his 
future government, which 
will face the challenge of 
bringing back growth and sta- 
bility to a nation wracked by 


poverty, crime, corruption 
and political upheaval. 

Inflation, once at world- 
record levels, is at its lowest 
rate in eight years thanks to a 
popular anti-inflation plan 
created by Mr. Cardoso when 
he was economy minister ear- 
ly this year. 


“Next year has to be the 
year of consolidation of eco- 
nomic reforms. That’s what 
awaits us,” said congressman 
Fabio Feldman of Cardoso’s 
Brazilian Social Democratic 
Party. 


Exit polls by four private 
groups including Gallup 



showed Mr. Cardoso with 
about 46 per cent of the vote 
compared to about 22 per 
cent for his nearest rival 
Lula, as the raspy-voiced for- 
mer union organiser and con- 
gressman is always called. 


1L v . 

Fernando CArdoso 


Cuba castigates U.S. on Haiti, embargo 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Cuba has castigated the Un- 
ited States for its intervention 
in Haiti, alleged manipula- 
tion of the U.N, Security 
Council and continued eco- 
nomic embargo against 
Havana. 

However, Foreign Minister 
Robert Robama Gonzalez, in 
his address to the U.N. 
General Assembly, said the 
recent New York talks with 
U.S. officials on stopping the 
flow of boat people to Florida 
showed what could be accom- 
plished in a spirit of “serious- 
ness and respect." 

But be said that as far as 
the United States was con- 
cerned the cold war 
apparently “was frozen fore- 


Caribbean nation is befog 
militarily occupied,” be said. 
“The inconceivable deal with 
the generals responsible for 
the coup d’etat, yesterday 
threatened as murderers, to- 
day are transformed into 
complacent partners.” 


ver over mat small portion of 
land and sun" that committed 


the “sin of attenrntmg to be 
free and truly independent.” 

“In the midst, of this 
dangerous combination of 
elements and of forecasts of 
die Cuba collapse since 1989, 
my country did not collapse 
nor will it collapse,” Mr. 
Robaina said. 

On Haiti, Mr. Robaina 
criticised ex-Prcsident Jimmy 
Carter’s deal to move in U.S. 
troops in cooperation with 
Haiti’s military as well as 
American intervention into 
Haiti in die first place. 

"While we are here now 
pronouncing our statements, 
a small and impoverished 


He said Cuba supported 
the return of exiled Pr es i de nt 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide un- 
conditionally but rejected 
foreign intervention as a 
means to that end. 

He warned: “Those who 
today are applauding the in- 
vasion could become victims 
tomorrow,” in an a p par e nt 
reference to Mr. Aristide and 
his supporters. 

He said the U.N. Security 
Council's July approval for 
the U.S. invasion was 
another example of a man- 
ipulation of the 15-member 
body. 

Cuba rejects abuse of “the 
anarchronistic privilege of 
die veto” held by the Coun- 
cil’s five permanent members 
— the United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and China. 


America, Africa and de- 
veloping Asian states. 

Mr. Robama said that 
poverty in the world was not 
a “preconceived fate” no 
matter how hard rich coun- 
tries try to prove otherwise. 

“Millions of h uman beings 
are living in poverty, are 
afflicted by starvation, are 
denied access to basic medic- 
al care and education,” he 
said. 

“And little but very little 
has the United Nations done 
to deal with these issues as 
what they really are: Clear 
violations of human rights." 

Mr. Robaina notea that 
die General Assembly had 
twice voiced opposition to 
the three-decade-old U.S. 
economic blockade against 


Cuba, saying Ids country had 
been subjected to severe 
hardships after the collapse 
of socialism in Europe. 

“We are increasing open- 
ing ourselves to the world, 
without demanding or 
accepting conditions, he 
said. “A great power is 
blockading ns, blockading its 
own people and blockading 
the sons and daughters of my 
people living on its terri- 
tory.” 

Mr. Robaina also said he 
hoped the forthcoming Ibero- 
American summit, scheduled 
for Miami, would produce 
positive results, even though 
Cuba was excluded. 


“Time has comme for this 
organisation to cease re- 
sponding to the interests of a 
handful of powers,” Mr. 
Robaina said. 

Adding Cuba’s voice to 
calls for r e form of the 15- 
member Council, be said the 
permanent members should 
include states from Latin 


— we got an actual 
song out of it.” Details of the 
song are a secret but McCart- 
ney described it as “pretty 
good.” The group last re- 
corded together in 1969, a 
year before they split up. 
Lennon was shot dead by a 
fan in New York in 1980. 


Saigon nightlife 
to dose by 11.30 


p.m. 

HANOI (R) — Communist 
authorities m Ho Chi Minh 
City have ordered nightclubs, 
.restaurants, bars, karaoke 
cafes and other {daces of en- 
tertainment to close by 11.30 
p.m., local newspapers re- 
ported Tuesday. Establish- 
ments at bus terminals, ferry 
stations and ports on the 
Saigon River may stay open 
later provided they keep the 
noise level down, the reports 
said. No reason was given for 
die decision by the People’s 
Committee of Ho Chi Minh 
CSty, fonneriy Saigon. Au- 
thorities have voiced concern 
about growing “social evils” 
such as prostitution and drug 
addiction that have accompa- 
nied the opening up of Viet- 
nam’s economy and social life 
since the late 1980s. 


Test shows 
Virginia woman 
wasn’t Anastasia 


WASHINGTON (R) — New 
DNA test results released 
Monday provide conclusive 
evidence that a woman who 
died in Virginia in 1984 was. 
not tiie youngest daughter of 
Russ i a n czar Nicholas n, as 
she claimed for many years, a 
scientist and author say/ 
Anna Anderson Manahan 
died in Charlottesville at age 
82, after seeking for 60 years 
to be recognised as Anasta- 
sia, the youngest daughter of 
the last Russia czar, and the 
only one of his children to 
escape execution by Bolshe- 
vik soldiers in 1918. DNA 
scientist Syd Mandelbamn 
and Peter Knrth, author of 
Anastasia: The Riddle Of 
Anna Anderson, published a _ 
news release late Monday, 
claiming that they had ao-. 
quired and tested hair sam- 
ples belonging to Manahan. 
Together with Dr. Mark 
Stoneking, a noted pro fe ssor 
of anthropology at Pennsyl- 
vania State Univenaty, they 
w»e able to extract DNA 
from the samples and com- 
pare it to published genetic 
sequences of the Grand 
Duchess Anastasia Roma- 
noff’s mother, Empress Alex- . 
andra Feodorovna. “Mrs . 
Anna Anderson Manahan’s 
DNA did not match the pub- 
fished known genetic sequ- 
ences of the empress,” the • 
statement said. The hair was 
saved by Manahan’s husband 
and stored in books, which 
were subsequently purchased 
by amateur historian Susan ‘ 
Burkhart. The case of Anas- - 
t * s * a ^ perplexed resear- 
“ers and inspired movies 
and books for decades. 
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Flights remain suspended as Serbs 
call the shots on Sarajevo airport 


The first pictures from the video tape taken from the 
underwater cameras of tbe sunken ferry Estonia are released 
showing the broken fasteners of the exterior bow door, now at 


the centre of controversy. Tbe Estonia sank with a loss of some 
900 lives. The investigation is now centering on the bow door 
(AFP photo) 


Estonia disaster probe pinpoints door fault 


TURKU, Finland (AP) — 
Eerie images of a gaping 
doorway in the sunken ferry 
Estonia have led shipping 
lines to order bow doors 
welded shut on all their fer- 
ries to prevent a similar 
tragedy. 

The 60-tonne (54-metric 
tonne) front cargo door of 
the ferry Estonia was ripped 
off after its locks failed dur- 
ing a storm last Wednesday 
while it was crossing the Bal- 
tic Sea, investigators said. 

The ferry sank quickly and 
the crew probably was help- 
less to save the more than 900 
people who died, according 
to a preliminary conclusion 
based on images sent up from 
the wreck by high-tech 
undersea robots. 

“There's really nothing the. 
crew could’ve done," said 
Tuomo Kaippinen, a mem- 
ber of the investigatory com- 
mission. “It would've been 
too late." 

Video clips of twisted met- 
al hinges, broken deck win- 
dows, unused lifeboats and 
even wafting newspapers 
flickered on a TV screen as 
investigators described their 
findings from the wreck lying 


some 70 metres below the 
Baltic Sea's surface. 

The preliminary results 
were explosive for Northern 
Europeans, who rely on 
cheap, reliable ferry trans- 
portation. 

Within minutes of the 
announcement, several ma- 
jor Scandinavian shipping 
companies, including tbe 
Estonia’s owner Esdine, said 
they would permanently seal 
the front doom of other fer- 
ries to prevent a repeat of the 
tragedy. 

Loading and discharging of 
vehicles and cargo will take 
place through stem or side 
doors, a cumbersome process 
that companies have resisted 
until now. 

Experts already have cal- 
led into question the design 
of the Estonia and similar 
ferries that use large, mov- 
able doors near the waterline 
to let vehicles in and out. 

While drastic, the decision 
to permanently seal tbe front 
doors of other ships may be 
the only way the fenylines 
can reassure and keep 
travellers stunned by the 
sinking. 


In an event that will only 
add urgency, an Estline cargo 
ship ran aground Monday in 
Sweden's archipelago. No- 
body was injured. 

The nine-member commis- 
sion investigating the tragedy 
still must determine why the 
locking devices on tbe Esto- 
nia's front cargo door failed. 
Mr. Karppinen speculated 
there was a problem before 
the ship sailed from Tallinn 
harbour into the storm. 

Swedish police launched a 
criminal investigation Mon- 
day looking for possible 
negligence, the Swedish 
News agencdy (TT) reported. 

The preliminary conclu- 
sions confirmed reports by 
survivors and speculation by 
experts that the front door — 
a visor with hinges at the top 
— had leaked or broken off 
from the ship. 

“'Hie bow visor has be- 
come detached from die ves- 
sel as a result of the failure of 
the bow visor locking de- 
vices. Part of its rubber re- 
mained in place, but part is 
missing," the commission 
said in a statement. 

Some survivors have re- 


ported hearing loud crashes 
shortly before the sinking. 
Chief mechanic Margus Treu 
said he felt two or three 
unusually powerful booms, 
then saw leaks in the bow. 

Speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Kaippinen surmised that dur- 
ing the storm, “the bow door 
opened, swung up and then 
banged down hard, this may 
have happened several times 
and the breaking of the lock- 
ing devices would have made 
the banging sound." 

The videotape, recorded 
from images sent up by the 
two Sea Owl robots, also 
showed a gap in the bow’s 
inner door, which doubles as 
a ramp that is lowered to let 
in vehicles. 

“The water inflow through 
the partly dislodged forward 
ramp had been of sufficient 
magnitude to result in a lack 
of stability and the capsizing 
of the ferry," the commission 
said. 

With the robot cameras, 
investigators were unable to 
find the puter door near the 
wreck, raising the possibility 
that it is embedded in the 
mud beneath the ferry. 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Aid 
flights to Sarajevo remained 
suspended Tuesday amid re- 
ports the Serbs were deman- 
ding the right to lease the 
airport to U.N. forces, put- 
ting pressure on dwindling 
food stocks in the capital. 

Two UNHCR food .fcon- 
voys remained blocked for 
inspection at a Serb check- 
point on their way to the 
besieged Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde, having been stop- 
ped Monday in breach of an 
agreement Saturday to allow 
U.N. convoys free passage. 

The 17 trucks carrying 180 
tonnes of food were stopped 
at Dobrun, 40 kilometres 
from the eastern enclave, 
where the Serb convoy ban 
had been causing mounting 
concern among aid workers 
about food supplies. 

"We are monitoring it very 
closely because they still have 
to pass the checkpoint," said 
Kris Kanowski,- spokesman 
for the U.N. High Conmris- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) here. 

But be warned the airport’s 
continued closure could 
spark a food crisis in the 
capital Sarajevo in a week’s 
time, and force the UNHCR 
to set up a seven-day-a-week 
food trucking operation. 

Meanwhile sources here 
said the Serbs want to tear up 
an existing agreement with 
the United Nations on the 
airport, transfer ownership of 
the airstrip to the Serbs while 
offering a lease-back arrange- 
ment to the U.N. Protection 
Force. 

“The Serbs want to re- 
negotiate the entire airport 
agreement, and even want to 
rent the airport to the U.N. 
even for a nominal amount, 
to emphasise that it’s theirs," 
a source who asked not to be 
identified told AFP. 

U.N. civil affairs coordinar 
tor Viktor Andreyev held 
talks Monday with the Serb 
leadership in their Pale head- 
quarters out failed to reach 
agreement on reopening the 
airport, dosed now for 11 
days. 

All relief aid flights were' 
cancelled Sept. 23 after two 
planes were hit by small arms 
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A woman and her son beg for whatever they supplies for more than one week, as convoys 
can get in Sarajevo as they sit, next to their continue to be held up at Serb checkpoints 
provisions of bread, water, and grapes. There (AFP photo) 
have been no shipments of humanitarian 


fire cm take-off, and a Serb 
threat to aircraft using the 
airport two days later effec- 
tively shut the airport as 
punishment for a NATO air- 
strike. 

The Serbs have accused the 
U.N. force of acting like a 
'‘transportation company for 
the Muslims,” since they 
handed the airport over to 
UNPROFOR in June 1992. 
the source said. 

U.N. officials have refused 
to comment on the airport 
issue while negotiations are 
on-going, but have made 
optimistic noises concerning 
the airport’s reopening, talk- 
ing in terms of days rather 
than weeks. 

Mr. Janowski said the 
UNHCR would have to con- 
sider boosting overland con- 
voys to Sarajevo if the airport 
remained dosed much lon- 
ger, adding the organisation 
bad food stocks for another 
week. 

“If the opening of the air- 
port does not materialise we 
will have to step up overland 
convoys," he said. "We 
would have to have large 
convoys every day of 200 
tonnes for seven days a week 
to be able to make up for tbe 


airlift,’’ be added. 

A road convoy with 180 
tonnes of food was due in 
.Sarajevo Wednesday from 
the southern Croatian ware- 
house at Metkovic, he said. 
Three others were due here 
Tuesay en route to Gorazde 
with another 180 tonnes of 
food. 

Aid workers in the enclave 
warned last week the food 
situation could become diffi- 
cult unless supplies arrived 
within 10 days. A resumption 
of food airdrops over the area 
bad been considered as a 
stop-gap measure. 

U.N. Protection ' Force 
senior spokesman Lt- 
Colonerl Tim Spicer said 
“strong protests" were made 
to Serb leaders Monday over 
continued hold ups to aid 
convoys despite Saturday’s 
free passage accord. 

Some 29 UNPROFOR and 
UNHCRT convoys had been 
cleared to transit Serb-held 
territory Tuesday, be said. 

Later UNPROFOR 
spokesman Major Koos Sol 
said clearance had been 
asked for 27 UNPROFOR 
convoys to move Tuesday but 
only two had been granted. 


further undermining the cre- 
dibility of Saturday's free 
passage accord. 

Colonel Philippe Coiffet, 
deputy chief of staff to the 
U.N. Bosnia Command, pro- 
tested the rejection of the 
transit clearances in an early 
morning telephone call to 
Bosnian Serb commander 
General Ratko Mladic, said 
the spokesman. 

UNPROFOR was still 
waiting for a copy of Mr. 
Mladic’s written order to be 
faxed to the U.N. convoy' 
operations room in Sarajevo, 
at 2:00 p.m. (1300 GMT),- 
said Maj. Sol. 

When it arrives the order 1 
will be given to convoy com- 
manders for use at Serb 
checkpoints, he said, adding ' 
that the continued problems, 
were “very disappointing .” 

Col. Spicer said that "at 
this stage we feel it is still an' 
internal communications 1 
problem rather than deliber- 
ately saying one thing arid 
doing another.” 

UNPROFOR was “stffl 
optimistic that we'll get the - 
convoys moving, get the air- 
port open and get things back ; 
to an even keel," he said.-. ■ 


U.S. , China at odds over human rights Exiled Rwandans seek power-sharing with Kigali 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
China and the United States 
forged a common front 
against North Korea’s sus- 
pected nuclear-weapons 
programme Monday but re- 
mained at odds over Beijing’s 
human rights record. 

In an hour-long Oval 
Office meeting. President 
Bill Clinton told Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen he was 
disappointed with China’s 
performance on human 
rights. White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers 
said. 

Despite a longstanding in- 
vitation and Beijing’s hopes 
for better relations, the 
White House said Mr. Clin- 
ton has no plans to visit Chi- 
na . “That is not an active 
issue at this point," a White 
House official said. 

Mr. Qian is a major power 
in the Chinese hierarchy and 
also carries the title of vice 


premier. 

The White House meeting 
was tbe highest U.S.-Chinese 
contact since Mr. Clinton, in 
a major policy reversal, 
announced on May 28 he was 
granting trade benefits to 
China without regard to its 
human rights conduct. 

In that decision, Mr. Clin- 
ton was pressured to separate 
the two issues by American 
business leaders fearing tbe 
loss of billions of dollars 
worth of economic ties. 

"President Clinton and 
Vice Premier Qian agreed 
that the overall relationship 
had been considerably 
strengthened over the past 
year and that significant 
progress had been achieved 
in some areas." Ms. Myers 
said. 

"At the same time," she 
added, “the president ex- 
pressed disappointment that 
more progress has not been 


achieved in other issues, par- 
ticularly human rights." 

State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCurry said 
"there has been a good deal 
of very patient diplomacy” 
with China on human rights 
and other subjects. But be 
said there were no break- 
throughs. 

On another sensitive issue, 
Mr. Qian denied that China 
was selling missile technology 
to Pakistan in violation of an 
international accord. Howev- 
er, the United States rejected 
his claim and said China still 
was violating the agreement. 

China and the United 
States said they agreed on 
efforts to persuade North 
Korea to curb its nuclear 
programme. 

“We have congruent posi- 
tions with respect to North 
Korea,” Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said af- 


ter a State Department meet- 
ing with Mr. Qian. 

North Korea's neighbours, 
including China, Japan and 
South Korea, are believed to 
be at least as anxious as tbe 
United States to gain North 
Korea's cooperation. China's 
role is vital also because it has 
veto power in the U.N. 
Security Council and can 
approve or block economic 
or other actions against Pyon- 
gyang. 

U.S. negotiations with 
North Korea have been dead- 
locked by Washington’s de- 
mands for international ac- 
cess to all sensitive North 
Korean facilities, reliable in- 
formation on the disposition 
of spent fuel and replacement 
of an experimental reactor. 

Chief negotiator Robert 
Gallucci will resume the dis- 
cussions in Geneva Wednes- 
day, administration officials 
said. 


Communists could join government —Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yehsin said Tues- 
day be could allow Commun- 
ist Party members into the 
Russian government in an 
expected reshuffle, but said 
key ministers would stay in 
place and reforms would con- 
tinue. 

"If someone professional, 
independent of their party 
affiliation, is brought into the 
government I see nothing bad 
m this,” Mr. Yeltsin told 
reporters in response to a 
question on whether Com- 
munists would be let into tbe 
government. 

“It is good for the country, 
good for stability,'' Mr. Yelt- 
sin told a packed news con- 
ference at the Kremlin, held 
in the first anniversary of the 
armed revolt that shook Mos- 
cow and ended with tanks 
shelling the parliament. 

Such a move would mark 
tiie first return of active Com- 
munist Party members to 
posts within the executive 
since the autumn of 1991. in 
tbe wake of the aborted 
Soviet coup when most offi- 
cials who had not already 
done so quit the party. 

Rumours of an imminent 
government shakeup have 
been building within Russian 
political aides and in the 
media for more than a week, 
and Mr. Yeltsin said Tuesday 
that a reshuffle of one or two 
ministers was a "natural pro- 
cess.” 

The Russian leader, who 
appeared in good health and 
who spoke for just over an 


hour, denied however that a 
government shakeup would 
involve any key ministers and 
said any change to the path of 
reforms was "totally ruled 
out." 

“On the contrary, it is a 
question of strengthening the 
course of reforms. There will 
be rio changes involving key 
figures within the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Yeltsin stated. 

"We are going to act more 
energetically than we have up 
to now. There are now dear 
indications of economic sta- 
bility,” the 63-year-old Rus- 
sian president said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s remarks on 
the composition of the gov- 
ernment came as sources 
dose to the parliament said 
deputies were planning to 
organise a vote of no- 
confidence in Mr. Yeltsin 
during the autumn session, 
which opens Wednesday. 

The legislature -is domin- 
ated by a loose alliance be- 
tween the Russian Commun- 
ist Party and the ultrana- 
tionalist Liberal Democratic 
Party. Both groups have 
made dear their plans to 
renew an offensive on Mr. 
Yeltsin and the government. 

While there are presently 
no standing members of the 
Communist Party in the gov- 
ernment, most top officials — 
including Mr. Yeltsin — 
made their careers in the 
ranks of the former Soviet 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Yeltsin quit the party 
on July 12, 1990 in a dramatic 


announcement made at the 
28th congress of the Soviet 
Party and afterwards treated 
Communists with disdain, 
prior to their legislative elec- 
toral gains last December. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin met last week 
with Gennady Zyuganov, 
head of the Communist Par- 
ty, and there were reports — 
denied by Mr. Zyuganov — 
that the premier had offered 
at least one cabinet post to a 
Communist Party member. 

In other remarks, Mr. 
Yeltsin praised the Russian 
people, as well as foreign 
government leaders and jour- 
nalists, for averting civil war 
during the violent upheavals 
last September and October. 

“The second Russian re- 
volution did not happen. The 
‘red wheel’ which was not 
halted in 1917 was stopped 
this time. We escaped the 
most serious danger — civil 
war,” the Russian leader 
said. 

His remarks came two days 
after 20,000 anti-government 
protesters turned out at the 
“White House” — the for- 
mer parliament building — to 
protest against Mr. Yeltsin 
and the government’s hand- 
ling of the crisis last year. 

According to government 
figures, some 140 people died 
in the fighting in Moscow, 
but opposition leaders put 
the figure at above 500 and 
have called for an indepen- 
dent investigation of the 
October events. 


Mr. Yeltsin also said he 
was opposed to any delay in 
presidential elections, sche- 
duled for June 1996. Some of 
his supporters have called for 
the vote to be put back by 
two years. 

Deputy minister 

escapes attack 

A motorcyclist shot five 
times Tuesday at a car car- 
rying a Russian deputy minis- 
ter responsible for the rebel- 
lious Caucasus region, but he 
escaped the attack unhurt, a 
ministry spokesman said. 

Spokesman Sergei Butin 
said the shooting against De- 
puty Minister for Nationali- 
ties and Regional Politics 
Kim Tsagolov might have 
been ordered by Chechenyan 
leadedr Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
whose forces in the rebel 
republic are battling pro- 
Russian opposition groups 
funded by Moscow. 

“£ am nt)t ruling out that 
this incident might be linked 
to recent warning from Mr. 
Dudayev threatening to re- 
sort to terrorist attacks," the 
spokesman said. 

He said the assailant 
opened fire with a pistol early 
Tuesday as he passed tbe vice 
minister’s car on the Rubliov 
Roadway west of Moscow 
but hit neither Mr. Tsagolvo, 
a general and native of the 
Caucasus region, nor his driv- 
er. The attack occurred in a 
residential district where 
many government officials 
live. 


KIGALI (AFP) — Members 
of Rwanda’s former govern- 
ment exiled in Zaire since 
they were ousted by the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) want to share power 
with tbe new authorities in- 
stalled in tbe capital Kigali, a 
U.N. official said Tuesday. 

General Henry Anyidoho, 
deputy commander of the 
U.N. Assistance Mission In 
Rwanda (UN AMIR), said 
the former ministers and offi- 
cials “want to have a say” in 
the running of die central 
African country, emerging 
from three months of ethnic 
carnage. 

Gen. Anyidoho bad just 
returned from a trip to Zaire, 
where he met the commander 
of the former Rwandan gov- 
ernment army. General Au- 
gustin Bizimungu, as pan of a 
bid to solve the serious prob- 
lems facing more than 
800,000 refugees in camps 
there. 

Gen. Bizimungu had called 
for a “power-sharing deal” 
among members of tbs Hutu 
majority regime of the late 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, whose death in a suspi- 
cious April 6 plane crash 
triggered the bloodletting,, 
and the government installed 
in July by the Tutsi-led 
RWPF. 

Gen. Anyidoho heads the 
U.N. team in a working 
group also including 10 mem- 
bers of the Zairean govern- 
ment, which is due in princi- 
ple to come up with proposals 
to solve the refugee problem 
within a week. 






A Japanese soldier puts op barbed wav at town of Goon on tbe first mission trader their 
'Gama airport as residents look on. Japanese own command since the end of World War n 
troops Dew into the troubled Zairean border (AFP photo) 


For the RPF, whose coali- 
tion government includes 
moderate Hutus, Gen. Bizi- 
mungu is one of the prime 
suspects to be brought to trial 
for the genocide by troops 
and extremist militiamen of 
around a million minority 
Tutsis and opposition Hutus 
after Mr. Habyarimana was 
killed. 

Gen. Anyidoho said Gen. 
Bizimungu had denied 
charges that former govern- 
ment troops were attacking 
and intimidating the refugees 
to prevent them from return- 
ing to Rwanda and to retain a 
power-base and source of 
food supplies. 

According to humanitarian 
agencies at work in the 
camps, such pressure by the 


soldiers and Hutu militiamen 
is the main reason for tbe 
refusal by refugees to return 
to their homes, as well as fear 
of the RPF and reports of 
reprisal massacres for the 
genocide. 

Gen. Bmmimgu’s call for a 
power-sharing deal was based 
on the accords signed in Au- 
gust last year in Arusha, Tan- 
zania, among Mr. Habyari- 
raana’s party, opposition 
movement and the RPF, 
which began its insurrection 
in 1990, Gen. Anyidoho said, 
providing for a government 
of national nmty. 

Tbe RPF has set up such a 
government, but totally ex- 
cluded members of the late 
president's party, who put up 
hardline opposition to the 


deal. 

Gen. Anayidoho said 
"almost all” the refugees he 
spoke to in Zaire had told 
him they were "ready to 
come back home”, but had 
been frightened by reports 
from the U.N. High Commis- 
sion e r for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which has ac- 
cused RPF troops of slaught- 
ering returning refugees. 

The government has cate- 
gorically rejected these 
allegations, which have not 
been confirmed by UN AMIR 
or by any relief agency work- 
ing inside Rwanda. The U.N. 
mission has several times dis- 
tanced itself from the 1 
UNHCR report blaming the 
authorities here for mas- 
sacres. 


udge named to probe explosive fraud case in France 


PARIS (AFP) — A woman 
judge was named Tuesday to 
probe a politically explosive 
case that could lead to the 
resignation of three impor- 
tant ministers in French 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
. iadurls -government. ... 

She is 49-yer-old Mireille 
Filippini, a specialist in finan- 
cial law, and threatened with 
indictment are Industry 
Minister Gerard Longnet, 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard and Enterprise -and 
Economic Development 
Minister Alain Madeira. 

Judge Filippini is probing 
alleged illegal financing of 
the conservative Republican 
Party, of which the three 
ministers are leaders. Under 
a rule set by Mr. Balladur 
when he became premier 18 
months ago, any minister 
charged with wrongdo^g 
must resign, even though he 
might subsequently be found 
not guilty. 


The PR, a key member of 
the ruling rightwing coalition, 
is led by Mr. Longuet, who 
has already been accused in a 
magistrate’s report of corrup- 
tion over the payment of his 
Saint Tropez holiday home. 

-Mr. leotard defended 
himself against the accusa- 
tions. Speaking on French 
radio shortly before the 
ministry announcement, he 
insisted that “everything has 
been done openly” in the 
party's finances. 

Mr. Madelin meanwhile 
welcomed the decision to 
open a formal inquiry, saying 
it would “allow the truth to 
emerge. It shows how justice 
works in this country." He 
added, “I have confidence in 
the judicial system in coun- 
try.” 

Mr. Longuet was accused 
in a leaked report by anti- 
corruption magistrate Re- 
naud Van Ruybeke of having 
bought the Saint Tropez villa . 


in a- corrupt deal. 

Tbe same magistrate 
alleged that “suitcases frill of 
cash” of dubious origin were 
handed to the Republican 
Party from 1987 to 1991, tot- 
alling 28 million francs ($5.6 
million), and that Mi__ Lon- 
guet, Mr. Leotard and Mr. 
Madelin were ail aware of the 
traffic. 

Mr. Van Ruymbeke als/% 
probed how the party 
allegedly paid a $12 mflHon 
commission in return for ac- 
quisition of part of its Paris 

headquarters. 

And he investigated a PR 
advertising agency which he 
called the party’s “money 
pump," selling lucrative 
advertising contracts to in- 
dustry and passing much of 
the cash to the party. 

The affair is damaging to 
Mr. Balladur s strategy for 
the presidential elections 
next April and May. Mr. 
Longuet has rallied hts party 


behind Mr. Balladur over 
Gaullist leader Jacques Chir- 
ac in the battle to succeed ; 
socialist President Francois’ 
Mitterrand. 

In July, Communication ; 
Minister Alain Carignon res- 
igned after legal action which ' 
led to his subsequent charg-‘ 
ing with fraud over illegal 
financing of his'political acti- . 
vities in tbe Alpine capital of 
Grenoble, where be is 
mayor. 

Meanwhile a panel of ex- , 
peris named to decipher the 
minds and hearts of France’s 
frustrated youths Monday- 
unveiled a programme that, 
includes everything from re- 
ducing military service to : 
creating anonymous health ^ 
centres for minors. 

The 57-point list of propos-. . 
als is the second phase of a * 
unique but contested effort , 
by Premier Balladur to im- 
prove the lot of the nation’s ' 
young folks, - 
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Recycling - the need to start 


SURELY OUR authorities, especially 
those concerned with the protection of 
environment and the eco-system in the 
country, have heard of recycling. If they 
have indeed developed a silent Interest in 
encouraging recycling of paper, tin cans 
and glass bottles, the public has certainly 
not heard of it yet. At the present rate, 
the economic costs of not putting into 
effect an aggressive recycling policy are 
very high to say the least. The costs to the 
national environment could even be high- 
er. The concerned ministries are there- 
fore encouraged to articulate a compre- 
hensive plan for the Kingdom by first 
disseminating relevant Information to the 
public and spearheading a campaign for 
that purpose as a matter of high priority. 

One immediate way to go about this 
challenge Is to emulate what other nations 
have done in this domain. Placing big 
depository areas near supermarkets, 
housing units and other public places 
would certainly persuade the people to 
dump their empty bottles and used news- 
papers in certain compartments desig- 
nated for each item. Safeway and A1 
Ahlia Abela supermarkets can assume a 
leadership role in this direction by taking 
the initiative in providing such dumping 
compartments. Others would follow suit 
in due course and before we know it the 
entire city would be serviced by hundreds 
of such depository places. Another way to 
accomplish this goal is to legislate laws 
for this purpose at the municipal level. 
Jordanian mayors, of Amman and other 
cities and towns, have the authority and 
mandate to enact appropriate bye-laws 
for this purpose. 

Such rules and regulations would also 
help to clean np the country by placing 
wasted products at suitable places for 
collection and recycling. We can expect 
our local authorities to sell these recycled 
products in order to cover the costs of 
their collection. In the final analysis, our 
local industries stand to make consider- 
able saving from this. Likewise our 
national economy stands also to gain by 
saving on hard currency that would 
otherwise leave the country to import 
paper, glass or tin. 


BY ENDING their boycott of foreign firms that deal with 
Israel the Gulf states have offered the Israelis a major 
advantage and excellent service since foreign firms would 
now rush to the Jewish state to invest in economic and 
industrial sectors there, said Fahed Fanek, a columnist in 
A1 Ra’i daily. The Arab boycott had been instrumental in 
preventing foreign firms from investing in Israel for fear of 
losing the Arab markets, especially those in the Gulf area, 
but now the door is open for Israel to benefit from foreign 
investment, be said. It is to be noted that the Gulf states 


took the decision of ending the boycott following their 
meeting in New York with U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who can now boast to have made a major 
political achievement in service of Israel and American 
companies; he said. Furthermore, the Gulf states, notwith- 
standing Israel's continued occupation of Arab lands, have 
expressed intention to deal with Israel directly once they 
get the green light from any Arab country now involved in 
— ith Israel, he pointed out. Thus the Arab 
have cecn violated openly by the action 
of the Gulf states which have let down the confrontation 


states particularly their Syrian ally, weakening its negotiat- 
ing position with (he Jewish state, he conduded. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustonr expressed regret that while 
relations remain strained among Arab states, certain Arab 
governments tend to remove barriers with Israel which 
continues to occupy Arab lands. Ta her Adwan hoped that 
Tunisia and Morocco had announced their intention of 
opening liaison offices in Israel while the Gulf states bad 
decided to end their boycott of firms that deal with Jewish 
state. As long as the Arab states are embarking on a new 
Middle East order in which its various states maintain close 
: cr-:ior, politically, economically and culturally it is 
.Tiers reasonable to demand that the Arab countries 
remove barriers separating their Arab people before 
normalising their relations with the Jewish state, said the 
writer. He called for a new outlook and new strategy to 
cater to the needs of the new era in regional relations. He 
said that the Arab states, which are demonstrating their 
desire to accommodate Israel as a partner, should pave the 
ground first by ending inter-Arab differences so that the 
future relations can be based on solid ground. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James 


November elections hold out promises 
of significant changes in Washington 


WITH VOTER negativity and cynicism at an all-time high, 
President Clinton and incumbent senators and congress- 
men may face real trouble in the November elections. 

The anti-incumbent/independent protest spirit that fuel- 
led the political challenges of Ross Perot, Pat Buchanan 
and Geny Brown in 1992 is still alive and breathing fire two 
years later — and it will have a definite impact on the fall 
campaigns. 

While no one expects the same level of changes that 
came in 1992 (when the incumbent president was defeated, 
and 25 per cent of the House and one-third of the contested 
Senate races produced new winners), there will stfll be 
significant change in November. 

And, of course, since the majority of the incumbents 
running for reelection are Democrats, they wilt incur the 
biggest losses. The only real debate is how big the 
Republican gains will be. Republicans, sensing a deep 
anti-Clinton mood in much of the country, are aiming for 
seven Democratic losses in the Senate and 30 in the House. 
That would gain them virtual control of Congress for the 
first time since the Reagan sweep of 1980. Democrats, on 
the other hand, are hoping to limit their losses to three 
Senate seats and between 15 and IS House seats — the 
normal rate of loss in a mid-term election. 

Many independent analysts agree with the Republican 
assessment, especially with regard to the effect that Mr. 
Clinton's low ratings will have on his fellow Democrats this 
November. But such an assessment may be confusing cause 
and effect. In fact, the real picture may be bleak for all 
.incumbents. Democrats (including the president) and 
Republicans alike, because of voter anger over policies as 
usual and with all officials in Washington. A recent poll 
shows voter disapproval of Congress at 63 per cent — 15 
points lower than the president's rating. And almost 80 per 
cent of the electorate believe it's time to elect new people 
to Congress, a strong display of voter anger with elected 
officials. In fact, those candidates who seem to be faring 
the best are those who are running as anti-establishment 
outsiders. 

All of this does add up to real trouble for the president. 
He began his term by winning in 1992 with a low 43 per cent 
of the vote. By forcing a national agenda of controversial 
issues, he demanded that Congress and the nation tackle 
problems which long been ignored; The deficit, health care 
reform, anti-crime measures and campaign finance reform. 
What impeded his path to success was not only the difficult 
choices inherent in each of these issues and the resistance 
from special interest groups; but also the personal and 
policy failures of the president himself that have plagued 
his administration. Continued attention focused on "char- 
acter issues" and foreign policy miscues have only made the 
president's task more difficult. 

And now facing the likelihood of significant losses in 
November, the president's problems become even more 
serious. 

Under relentless Republican attack and facing voter 
backlash, many Democratic Senate and congressional 
candidates are staying away from the president. In their 
local campaigns for reelection many are campaigning on 
the theme that, although they are Democrats, they have 
opposed the president on some issues. But the picture is 
not uniformly dark for Mr. Clinton, as a handful of Senate 
candidates have actually sought out the president's active 
support in their reelections bids. 

Yet overall, the growing distance between the president 
and his own parry’s candidates has further weakened bis 


. ability to enact his agenda in Congress. The three major 
legislative programmes Clinton had hoped to win before 
November (and cite as accomplishments for himself and his 


Miinrgl 


party on the campaign trail) — the passage of the GATT 
treaty, health care reform and campaign finance reform — 


all seem doomed. While Republican obstruction is partially 
to blame, the reluctance of key Democrats to support then- 


president on tough issues is also a factor. 

And so the president feces a hostile media, a hostile 
Republican party and active resistance from elements of his 
own party — not a pretty picture. But after the November 
elections, it is apt to tiecofne worse. 

A survey of the Senate seats up for election shows how 
serious a potential problem Democrats face this Novem- 
ber. There are 35 Senate seats being contested, of which 22 
are held by Democrats and 13 by Republicans. Of the 35, 
eight are ^ open seats with five Democrats and three - 
Repub Li cans havin g retired. 


Of the 35 contested seats this fell, an unprecedented 14 
elections may produce defeats for the incumbent party 
holding the seat. Of these 14 seats, 11 are currently 
Democratic and only 3 are Republican. Even Senator Ted 
Kennedy, the senior Democrat from Massachusetts, is 
facing a tough reelection fight which most recent polls show 
him losing. 

And this anti-incumbent mood can also affect Democrats 
in other races as well. In New York, for example. 
Governor Mario Cuomo who was once viewed as unbeat- 
able is currently trailing in the polls. So. too, are 
Democratic stars Ann Richards, the governor of Texas, 
and Lawton Chiles, governor of Florida, losing in the polls. 

Those last two races are especially worthy of note since 
the Republican challengers in Texas and Florida are none 
other than two sons of former President George Bush: 
George W. Bush in Texas and Jeb Bush in Florida. 
Victories in those two races would, no doubt, be sweet 
revenge for the Bush family. 

And in what could be one of the most striking example of 
anti-incumbent backlash, a recent poll showed the Demo- 
cratic speaker of the House, Tom Foley of Washington, 
trailing his Republican challenger on the polls by a margin 
of 54 per cent to 36 per cent. If Foley were to lose, he 
would be the first speaker of the House (the highest 
ranking position in Congress) to lose an election in almost 
150 years! 

One important note, however, is chat there are still 
several weeks before the November elections, and a great 
deal can still happen. As I have noted in previous columns, 
Mr. Clinton’s poll standings are subject to extreme 
fluctuations, and it would be premature to assume disaster 
for Mr. Clinton or his party. Still, the pattern emerging to 
date — incumbent Democrats running away from the 
president and the ominous poll numbers many of them are 
facing — is not promising. 


The Clinton administration has been on the ropes 
before, and they have material to work with now that could 
help them come back. The administration simply must 
make a much better case than it has so far of what it has 
accomplished. An editorial in a major newsweekly noted 
that “in less than two_ years, Clinton has already achieved 
more domestically" than Kennedy. Ford, Carter and Bush 
combined, and it notes Mr. Clinton's economic plan, 
NAFTA, the crime bill, the reinventing government 
reform plan and a number of other bills as significant 
accomplishments. 


But the administration has been unable lo jet ^ 
message of its success — indeed it has found it 
any message — across to the nation. The unesupaujuKaac; 
rate is down, more jobs were crested in the firstyrarrf 
Clinton administration than in the four years of the Bi^ ^ 
administration, the deficit will be smaller in the comii£ 
y ear s due to the Clinton deficit-reduction bill, and that; t 
there was plenty of change to meet the demand of 1 
voters made in the 1992 elections. These are acco 
meats that are not in dispute, but the White House catff 
seem to get them across. .. 

Certainly the national media has done much to tarna% 
the image of Mr. Clinton and. by association, his party, 
study recently issued by the Centre for Media and PubSc 
Affaire showed that Mr. Clinton has received consistently; 
negative coverage during his first eighteen months in office^ 
The analysis of over 4,000 evening news stories found th»- 
62 per cent were negative and only 38 per cent were 
positive, compared to a 51 per cent negative 49 per cent 
positive for Bush during his first eighteen months in office. 
And there were more stories on Mr. Clinton per night m 
this period under study (8.2), almost double the number of 
stories on the Bush administration during a similar period. :: 
Even 65 per cent of the comments the networks chose to 
use from Democrats were negative. 

But despite these handicaps in Washington, Democrats 
will still attempt to change the centre of the debate front 
anti-Clinton attacks to what Republicans and their obstruct 
tionism have done to the U.S. Preliminary perils have 
indicated that this may be fertile ground for Democratic 
campaigns. 

More importantly, one should not forget the truism of 
former Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill: “Ail politics is 
local.” In every instance, what is going .on at the level of die 
campaign has a stronger influence than any national trend. 
So don't count out such long-term incumbents and' 
leaders as Ted Kennedy, Mario Cuomo, Ann Richards or 
Tom Foley. These are politicians who know the terrain in 
their states and districts, and are tough campaigners who 
not only know what it takes to win, but have proven they 
can do it. 

A related point is that because Congress has been in 
session for the past few months, national attacks on 
Democrats have run in local papers but Democratic 
congressmen and senators were not on the scene to respond 
— but they soon will be. Republican challengers who were 
alone in the district will be joined by the Democratic , 
incumbent they are opposing, and the Republicans win no 
.longer have the luxury of making one-sided attacks. 
Democrats will respond with negative attacks of their own 
to expose the challengers’ vulnerabilities. As these attacks 
weaken the challengers and Democrats take their turn at 
defining their opponents, the poll numbers will become 
much more even. 

But observers wbo see this shift in the campaign debate 
realise that it will have the unintended side-effect of further 
souring the public mood towards politics and politicians. It 
has been apparent for some years that while negative 
campaigning can help win elections, the public cynicism it 
produces can make governing that much more difficult. So 
the Democrats may save some seats that they now seem 
likely to lose, but the needed change in American politics 
will not come this year. 

And whatever the outcome in November, the president’s 
job will be no easier with the new Congress than it was with 
the lasr. 


Dismay over Arafat in self-rule regions 


Focus on secrecy and control said to hurt nation-building 


By Caryle Morphy 


GAZA — Nearly three 
months into Palestinian 
self-rale in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, Yasser Arafat 
has become the target of 
growing criticism over his 
governing style, which 
many Palestinians say is 
jeopardising their chance to 
build a new state. 

Mr. Arafat’s role in de- 
laying die arrival of finan- 
cial aid, his penchant for 
secrecy, his obsession with 
total control and his de- 
pendence on multiple 
security services have 
generated disillusionment 
and embarrassment among 
Palestinians who had 
hoped, despite the limita- 
tions of their self-rule 
agreement with Israel, to 
lay the baas for a future. 

“The whoje world is 
watching and asking, ‘Do 
we deserve a state?’” said a 
frustrated Palestinian offi- 
cial here. “The world wants 
us to do something. We 
have commitments we have 
to honour. 

“This is a nation born 
today/' he said. “Whatever 
mistakes we -do today are 
very, very dangerous and 
can live forever.” 

As chairman of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, Mr. Arafat for years 
carried the torch c-f Palesti- 
nian dreams for independ- 
ence. But his behaviour in 
the Gaza Strip, where a 
limited- .version of inde- 
pendence finally began in 
July, has caused open fric- 
tion with one of his senior 
economic advisers and 
made worse an already dif- 
ficult relationship with 
Israel, contributing to a 
slowdown in the carrying 
out of self-rule, Palestinian 
sources said. 

“The whole political 
situation is pregnant with 
trouble,” said Iyad Serraj, a 
psychologist who heads the 
Gaza Mental Health Cen- 
tre. 

“What we need is a credi- 
ble, honest leader," he 
said, adding (hat die situa- 
tion suggested that a milit- 
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ary dictatorship was “what 
we are heading for.” 

And while middle-class 
Palestinians grumble about 
Mr. Arafat’s authoritarian 
ways, the majority of 
Gaza’s 850,000 residents 
are judging die Palestinian 
leader on his ability to SB 
their stomachs. 

“The economic situation 
hasn’t gotten better,” said 
Tayseer Abu Hasira, a fish- 
monger, as he laid out bis 
wares sear the beach. “It’s 
even worse.” 

Since self-rule began, 
there has been almost no 
job creation or investment 
CSvfl servants and police- 
men have taken salary cuts. 
Overall inflation is running 
at 18 per cent to 20 per 
cent. 


If the Palestinian Author- 
ity in cooperation with the 
international community is 
not able to deliver- signifi- 
cant improvements in the 
standard of living in the 
next six to eight months, it 
will undermine not only the 
authority of the sett-rule 
government but also the 
legitimacy of the peace pro- 
cess, warned Terje Roed 
Larsen, the newly 
appointed U.N. special 
coordinator in the Middle 
East. 

Countries that pledged 
more than £2 billion to the 
Pales tinians la st fell shar e 
responsibility for delays in 
die arrival of aid. Many of 
the donor efforts are dis- 
organised and hannstnmg 
by red tape, said a source 


familiar with the situation. 

But Mr. Arafat’s failure 
to set up a credible and 
independent institution for 
receiving the money also 
has played a part. It took 
six months for the Palesti- 
nian Economic Council for 
Development and Recon- 
struction, which is supposed 
to be the coudmtfbr rid, to 
be formed, and its lines of 
authority and duties are un- 
dear. 

Potential investors, who 
are stfll waiting for new tax 
laws to be written and an 
economic development 
programme to be de- 
veloped, also are put off by 
Mr. Arafat’s insistence on 
personally approving all 
new projects. 

“What concerns me is 


there are no tenders, all 
contracts are signed in 
secrecy,” Mr. Serraj said. 
“And of course, when ev- 
erything is completely sec- 


ret, yon suspect corrup- 
tion.” 


“What is the truth about 
Aba Alaa’s resignation?*” 
he continued. “Nobody 
knows. Why should people 
be in the dark?" 

Abu Alaa, or Ahmad 
Koreih, temporarily res- 
igned as trade and econo- 
mics minister of die new 
Palestinian Authority ear- 
lier tins month to protest 
Mr. Arafat’s handling of 
economic matters. 

Mr. Arafat spread 
nominal responsibility for 
economic affairs among 
three ministers but retained 


practical control for him- 
self. He is also criticised by 
some Palestinians for stack- 
lngthe government and 
fecunty systems with loyal- 
ists rather than with people 
ofproyen competence and 
refusing to delegate antbor- 
ity. 

. Asked about these critic- 
isms, Mr. Arafat’s spokes- 
man, Nabil Abourdinah, 


raid they were untrue. Mir. 
Arafat “is head of the 


Palestinian Authority, and 
he has ministers and they’re 
domg their jobs,” he said. 
. ^ had been here 
before Jttiy, you would see 

SpLS £ference ’’’ te “d- 

People are secure. Every- 
““g * OK compared with 
toe occupation days” The 
Washington Post. 









News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1994 


Jordan always wanted to see Middle East as a region 
of cultural tolerance and mutual inter- dependence 


Following is the full text of the speech delivered by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan at the U.N. General 
Assembly on Tuesday: 


Mr. President, 

Secretary General, 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

IT IS my pleasure, at the 
outset, to congratulate you, 
Mr. President, on your 
election and to wish you 
and the members of the 
bureau every success in the 
discharge of your duties. 
Your election is a mark of 
the confidence and high re- 
gard in which both you and 
your country are held by 
the international commun- 
ity. Your wisdom and for- 
bearance will be crucial to 
the successful outcome of 
the current session. 

I would like to express 
deep appreciation for the 
exemplary manner in which 
your predecessor con- 
ducted the work of the 
■ assembly during his tenure 
last year. I also wish to 
express my gratitude to the 
secretary-general. Dr. 
Boutros Ghali, for his tire- 
' less efforts to enhance the 
" organisation's ability to ' 
meet the challenges of a 
rapidly evolving world. 

It is gratifying to observe 
that the membership of the 
United Nations now en- 
compasses several recently 
independent states. We 
share bonds of religious 
and cultural affinity with 
some, we share friendships 
ami mutual respect with all. 
We hope that the principle 
of umversality, which has 
always been the corner- 
stone of the United Na- 
tions, will soon encompass 
the remaining peoples and 
regions, so that this orga- 
- nisation can truly represent 
the collective conscience of 
mankind. _ 

Mr. President: 

It is, I believe, fitting to- 
extend heartfelt congra- 
tulations to President Nel- 
son Mandela, to Vice- 
. President Frederik de 
Klerk, and to thepeople of 
South Africa. They have 
together established a new 
— order in their country, one 
^ founded on justice and 
equality. The world re- 
joices at the return of 
South Africa to the fold of 
tire international commun- 
ity of nations. The South 
African people have 
proved that peace is always 
possible, so long as all are 
"" given the chance to partici- 
^ pate in its building. This is 
& a theme that bears consid- 


eration. 

As we approach a land- 
mark in the history of the 
United Nations — the fif- 
tieth anniversary of its 
foundation — it is 
appropriate to look for- 
ward rather than back; to 
take stock of things to 
come rather than things 
past. It is appropriate to 
consider the shape that our 
global order is taking. 

South Africa offers a new 
paradigm, a fresh vision for 
a changing world. It shows 
us that a new order most 
have room for everyone. 

' We must be able to listen to 
all voices: to the weak and 
' powerful alike. A new 
order must be inclusive, 
and must actively encour- 
age participation at every 
level: for in our ever more 
inter-dependent world, the 
future of one is the fixture 
of all. This, I believe, goes 
to the very heart of global 
peace. 

We are called upon, 
then, to articulate a new 
approach. We must protect 
the rule of law, but we must 
go further, and ensure that 
democracy, pluralism and 
respect for human rights 
come to govern the fife of 
nations. We most evolve 
new procedures of coop- 
eration, communication 
and accommodation. We 
must promote social re- 
sponsibility, national com- 
mitment and international 
obligation. Nations must 
learn to co-exist with their 
neighbours, but more than 
this, they must learn to 
work willingly together as 
partners in the enterprise 
of peace. 

Such a transformation is 
taking place in the Middle 
East. My region has been 
synonymous with conflict 
and war for decades. But 
now we are breaking the 
mould. At last we have an 
historic opportunity to re- 
solve the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict, and to fashion in its 
place a new commonwealth 
of peace, hope and parti- 
cipation for all. 

The question of Palestine 
has been Jordan’s main 
concern. Family ties, geog- 
raphic contiguity, and 
shared history ana tradi- 
tions ensure that this is so. 
Over the years, Jordan has 
extended support and en- 
couragement to our Palesti- 
nian brethren. Our con- 
tributions and sacrifices to 


the Palestinian cause from 
1948 onwards have been 
widely acknowledged. My 
country has received suc- 
cessive waves of refugees 
'and returnees, at a huge 
cost to out economy, im- 
posing an impossible bur- 
den on onr limited re- 
sources. Yet we remain 
committed to our democra- 
■tisation process, to the pro- 
tection of civil liberties and 
human rights, and to the 
provision of decent living 
conditions and services for 
ail our citizens. Underlying 
this commitment is our be- 
lief that broad-based popu- 
lar involvement in civil 
society is fundamental to its 
health. This is why Jordan 
has been able to weather 
the ravages of war, to sur- 
vive the long years of tur- 
moil in our region. 

If Jordan has been on the 
front line of war, so too has 
it been on the front line of 
peace. In those well known 
words of UNSCR 242, 
which my country helped to 
draft, Jordan has always 
worked steadfastly for a 
just, lasting and compre- 
hensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East. We promoted the 
genesis of the current peace 
process with the Madrid 
Conference of 1991. When 
the Israeli government of 
the day refused to negoti- 
ate with the PLO, Jordan 
stepped into the breach, 
helping the Palestinians to 
assume their proper role by 
providing an umbrella fair 
their participation. 

Now the PLO, the sole 
. legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people, are 
negotiating directly with 
Israel. They are installed in 
Gaza and Jericho, and con- 
duct their affairs as they see 
fit: their destiny is at last in 
their own hands. Jordan 
welcomes these develop- 
ments, and we will con- 
tinue to do everything in 
our power to ensure the 
success of Palestinian 
autonomy arrangements. 

On the Jordanian-Isradi 
track, our common agenda 
has paved the way for us to 
agree upon modalities in 
areas such as water, the 
environment, energy, terri- 
tory, borders and regional 
security. These agreements 
resulted in. the meeting on 
the 25th July 1994, between 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Prune Minister Rabin 
of Israel, at which they 
signed the Washington De- 
claration. This historic 
document ended the state 
of war between Jordan and 


Israel. I myself have just 
held constructive talks with 
President Clinton and 
Foreign Minister Peres, the 
goal of which is to build a 
framework of trilateral de- 
velopment as well as an 
economic equilibrium in 
the region, and to maintain 
the momentum towards 
peace. 

Jordan and Israel are en- 
gaged in substantive talks, 
seeking just and mutually 
agreeable solutions to the 
outstanding issues listed in 
our common agenda. Our 
aim is to conclude a treaty 
of peace based on solid 
grounds that can withstand 
the winds of change. Soch a 
treaty, we believe, will de- 
lineate our rights and 
duties under conditions of 
peace. It will open the door 
to co-operation at the re- 
gional level, so that the 
benefits of peace may be 
enjoyed by our peoples. It 
has always been Jordan's 
vision that the Middle East, 
cradle of civilisation and 
birthplace of the three 
great monotheistic reli- 
gions, should be a region of 
cultural tolerance and 
mutual inter-dependence. 

Important as our bilater- 
al talks with Israel may be, 
we are keenly aware that 
no two nations stand alone. 
Onr aim remains a compre- 
hensive peace. Many of the 
issnes we are currently 
addressing defy the con- 
fines of bilateralism, and 
require regional and inter- 
national participation. 

One such issue concerns 
the spiritual significance of 
the city of Jerusalem. For 
believers in the three great 
monotheistic faiths, Jeru- 
salem must be the ultimate 
symbol of peace and its 
glorious manifestation. A 
final settlement on the poli- 
tical and administrative sta- 
tus of the city, however, 
will occur in negotiations 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis. Any arrangement 
reached must serve the 
needs of the millions of 
followers of Islam, Christ- 
ianity and Judaism. 

The economic dimension 
of peace is likewise a trails? 
national concern. The eco- 
nomies of the Middle East 
have been shattered by the 
conflict. They must be re- 
vived if peace is to take 
root on the ground. Access 
to more equitable opportu- 
nities for economic growth 
will be vital. International 
debt relief and write-off 
strategies should be plan- 
ned, encompassing im- 


proved concessionary 
terms by the dubs of Paris 
and London. 

But the states of the re- 
gion must also play their 
part. Restrictions on trade 
should be relaxed. We 
must develop a non- 
discriminatory approach to 
sustainable development 
ahd economic well-being. 
We hope that the Middle 
East-North Africa Econo- 
mic Summit at Casablanca 
will build on the achieve- 
ments of the regional eco- 
nomic development work- 
ing group, and prove a use- 
ful forum to explore the 
potential partnership be- 
tween governments, pri- 
vate businesses and inter- 
national financial institu- 
tions. For this partnership 
surety bolds the key to the 
economic future of the re- 
gion. 

Mr. President: 

International change 
wrought by the end of the 
cold war has affected the 
political situation in the 
Middle East as elsewhere. 
.The transformation of 
world power politics has 
been accompanied by a 
shift in attitude, modifying 
the cost benefit calculus of 
regional states. National 
strategic objectives can no 
longer be sought at the cost 
of others in a supposedly 
“zero sum game.” In the 
context of a regional secur- 
ity regime, the size, role 
and function of the armed 
forces in individual states 
of the region are all likely 
to undergo radical changes. 
These will favour 
peacekeeping functions, 
allowing scarce resources 
to be released for develop- 
ment needs. 

In this context, Jordan 
fully supports the five 
dimensions of world peace 
and security outlined by the 
secretary general. I would 
like to add that Jordan sup- 
ports the ongoing effort to 
streamline the U.N. and 
fully endorse: the attempt to 
increase the nuftiber of 
permanent members on the 
Security Council. We also 
support the American 
proposal that peacekeeping 
operations be strengthened 
by additional personnel, 
more effective field capabi- 
lities, greater cooperation 
between the U.N. and par- 
ticipating countries, and a 
more united approach to 
training. 

Here again, Jordan is at 
the forefront of change. 
Our armed forces serve as 


peacekeepers under the 
U.N. command as far 
afield as Georgia, Angola 
and the former Yugoslavia. 
We value the opportunity 
to take part in these mis- 
sions, for in a very real 
sense, they allow us to par- 
ticipate in the unfolding 
world order. Jordan is 
proud to be involved in 
shaping global security 
arrangements. 

As the peace process de- 
velops, it will be necessary 
to promote a common re-' 
gional identity and a shared 
regional vision. All the 
Middle East must contri- 
bute to the articulation of 
this vision. The key, again, 
is participation. If the 
countries and peoples of 
the region have a say in 
shaping in its future, they 
will have a stake in its 
success. And success will 
accordingly be all die more 
likely; for the diversity of 
our region is a positive 
asset that we must learn to 
use creatively. We will in- 
evitably differ on certain 
issues, just as we will agree 
on others. But we must be 
able to discuss our views in 
the knowledge that they 
will be heard: For honest 
communication is the basis 
of genuine involvement in 
any joint enterprise. 

In this spirit, Jordan feels 
honour-bound to register 
its concern over threats to 
the process of global recon- 
ciliation. Inertia most not 
be allowed to dominate the 
conduct of world affairs. 
Deep-seated conflicts will 
not disappear by them- 
selves. We urge the inter- 
national community to take 
swift action to facilitate 
their resolution. 

One glaring example is 
the ongoing situation in- 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The 
appalling practices of 
“ethnic cleansing" and 
genocide continue even as 
we speak. My country 
abhors these atrocities. Jor- 
dan supports all the inter- 
national community's 
efforts to end this tragic 
and wasteful conflict; and 
we bave taken positive 
steps to alleviate the 
hardship it has caused. Jor- 
dan has joined the Non- 
Aligned Movement's task 
force in Bosnia. Our sol- 
diers, who form the second 
largest contingent of the 
United Nations peacekeep- 
ing effort in the Balkans, 
are engaged in both buzna- 
nitarian relief and 
peacekeeping duties. Jor- 
dan has supported the 


Vienna* and Washington 
agreements to establish a 
federation between the 
Muslims and Croats of Bos- 
nia, and has welcomed the 
peace plan advanced by the 
contact group supported by 
the G-7 summit in Naples. 
The Serbian challenge to 
die plan, in the face of 
Muslim and Croat accept- 
ance, ist cause for deep dis- 
appointment. 

Taming now to the situa- 
tion in the Gulf, the im- 
portance of stability and 
security cannot be over- 
stated. International norms 
must be observed; the ter- 
ritorial integrity of all states 
must be preserved. Their 
sovereignty and political in- 
dependence must be up- 
held on the basis of non- 
interference in their inter- 
nal affairs. My country also 
wishes to reiterate its se- 
rious concern for the plight 
of the people of Iraq, 
where living conditions are 
deteriorating rapidly. We 
intend to do onr utmost to 
alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people, so far as is 
consistent with the provi- 
sions of United Nations re- 
solutions. 

Mr. President: 

The distorted image of 
Mam remains a cause of 
grave concern. The atten- 
tion of this body should be 
turned to the spreading of 
Islamophobia. This phe- 
nomenon occurs in all man- 
ner of ways, from the pure- 
ly verbal to the bluntly 
physical. Its proponents 
deal in inflammatory rhe- 
toric. They preach the in- 
evitability of cultural apo- 
calypse, tarring all Muslims 
with .the brush of fanatical 
extremism. They ignore the 
fact that Islam is a broad - 
and adaptable institution. 
One billion Muslims now 
live on this earth. As such, 
Islam encompasses all 
shades of political opinion, 
different patterns of 
theological thought,- and’ 
countless varieties of hu- 
man experience. 

Jordan urges member 
staters to join forces in 
bringing about a better 
understanding of Islam as a 
religion, a culture and a 
civilisation. The expression 
of anti-Muslim sentiment, 
and other manifestations of 
Islamophobia, should be 
monitored and combated 
by educational campaigns, 
cultural exchanges and. 
similar endeavours. We 
have always advocated an 
inter-faith dialogue as the 
surest way to combat bigot- 


ry and stereotyping 
Mr. President: 

More than a decade ago, 

I stood before this assem- 
bly and called for, on be- 
half of my country, a new 
international humanitarian 
order. That led to the 
establishment of the Inde- 
pendent Commission on 
International Humanita- 
rian Issues. The commis- 
sion was charged with in- 
vestigating a wide range of 
pressing humanitarian 
issues. It performed its 
duties well, producing a 
series of reports that made 
dear the scale of the im- 
pending global humanita- 
rian disaster. 

It would be comforting to 
stand before this assembly 
today and tell you that its 
work has made a significant 
difference. It would be 
comforting, but it would 
not be true. A new interna- 
tional humanitarian order 
has not come into being. 
The powerless remain 
powerless. The disposses- 
sed bave not recovered 
their birthrights. There are 
more refugees, more street 
children, more innocent 
victims of conflict than ever 
before. What is worse, 
these issues are still addres- 
sed in a piecemeal fashion. 
It is often said that one 
should not try to treat a 
mass of symptoms, but to 
seek out root causes. Re- 
markably, it sometimes 
seems that far from seeking 
causes, we are doing our 
best to ignore the symp- 
toms. 

Today, I have tried to 
.address causes. I have 
spoken of the fundamental 
need for participation at all 
levels. I have put before 
you a vision for a global 
order characterised by 
partnership and com- 
munication, tolerance and 
trust. In some places this 
vision is on the road to 
realisation; in others, it has 
seldom been' further. The 
alternatives are clear, and 
the choice is ours. 

Mr. President, 

Secretary General, 

I and Gentleman: 

I pledge my country's full 
support to this organisa- 
tion. For as we move to- 
wards the 21st century, and 
as the organisation moves 
towards its 50tb 
anniversary, the ideal that 
inspired the Charter of the 
United Nations have never 
been more important. 

Thank You. 


7* Prince Hassan outlines steps ‘Jerusalem vote’ snags talks Jordan reaffirms commitment White House meeting positive 




(Continued from page 1) ' 
to call at other departments 
for further procedures. 

6— The Department for 
Encouraging Investments 
should be supplied with suffi- 
cient computers plus exper- 
tise to handle them from the 
Royal Scientific Society. 

7. Sufficient funds should 
be allocated to help carry out 

' U these procedures. 
l ' B. Handling problems that 
'v face investors in the indust 
rial cities of Jordan. The 
’ approach should include: 

1 — Supplying the Sahab 
'.zZ Industrial City with sufficient 
water supplies and this can 
take place through laying a 
direct pipeline to the city 
l t from A1 Qasatal springs. 

some 35 kilometres sooth of 
i z Amman and a JD 1.2 million 
V budget should be found for 

f this project. 

2 — each factory should pay 
for water consumption 


through arrangements with 
the Water Authority of Jor- 
dan- 

Ill. Providing telephone 
service. 

A. The Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) 
should be able to make avail- 
able 65 telephone lines im- 
mediately for the benefit of 
the Sahab Industrial City and 
100 more in two months. 

2. The TCC should charge 
the normal fee for installing 
the telephones and not triple 
the amount. 

C. The Zarqa Industrial 

City- - , 

Since the Sahab Industrial 
City is not capable of accom- 
modating more factories, 
part of the land used by the 
Zarqa Free Zone — esti- 
mated to be 300 dunums — 
could be used for a new 
industrial dty which should 
be provided with all infras- 
tructure services. 


Israel a gr eeable to cutback 


, v (Continued from page 1) 

7' symmetrica! because Syria 
has a larger regular army. 
Mr. Sbalev estimated that 
- the Syrians had six to seven 

- divisions in regular ground 
1.. troops stationed in the 65 

kilometres between the 
' Golan and Damascus, while 
Israel had about one division 
in the Golan. 

- Israel could afford a cut in 
these numbers only after ties 
normalised with Syria, 
a later stage in im- 
... lamenting a treaty, he said. 
Otherwise war risks are 
from Israel’s stand- 
point, he told AP. 

- In his speech Monday, Mr. 
i* Rabin sounded an optimistic 

note on the status of peace 
negotiations underway since 

V Madrid conference in 
. 1991. 


year." Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad as well as the 
Lebanese and Jordanian 
leaders would be guests at 
Israel's parliament. He was 
apparently referring to the 
Jewish calendar year, which 
started in September. 

Meanwhile hardline for- 
mer Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon led a “no conces- 
sions'' firiit back Tuesday af- 
ter Mr. Rabin urged Israelis 
to give peace a chance with 

Sy ^The Golan is the price the 
Syrians must pay for their 
aggression,’' Mr. Sharon said 
in an angry article in the 
Jerusalem Post. “It’s a small 

. pr He said Syria had attacked 
Israel three times and waged 
a war of attrition against civi- 
lians in the Galilee over the 
io years leading up to the 


(Continued from page 1) 
Monday Israel declined to set 
a date for the poll, which was 
originally scheduled for July, 
and refused to discuss an 
army redeployment on the 
West Bank which the Palesti- 
nians say must take place 
before the elections. 

Dr. Erakat insisted: “It is 
very clear that the election 
will take place after the 
Israelis will have completed 
the redeployment of their 
forces outside our populated 
areas.” 

Israel and PLO were also 
to d iscu s^ the powers of the 
autonomy council before 
talks end Wendesday. The 
Palestinians want a 100- 
member body while the 
Israelis want to restrict it to 
24. 

Dr. Erakat said the dec- 
laration of principles “speci- 
fied very dearly” a council 
with both executive and leg- 


According to Mr. Sharon, 
a challenger for the lead- 
ership of the opposition 
Lflcod Party, returning the 
Golan Heights would mean 
“Israel's continued existence 
or destruction.... depend 
more on the goodwill ... of 
the Syrian dictator than on 
the Israel Defence Force. 

“Untfl 15 years ago, Iran 
was Israel's main ally in the 
Middle East. Overnight it be- 
came Israel’s most dangerous 
enemy," said the man who 
led the 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

He listed more reasons for 
keeping the strategic plateau: 

— 30 per cent of Israel's 
water comes from die Golan 
and Lebanon's Bekaa Valley; 

— Syria’s army is swelling 
with 5,000 tanks, 1,000 
surface-to-surface missiles; 

— Syrian “rule” m Leba- 
non threatens Israel’s north- 
ern border; 

He accused Mr. Rabin of 

+4tu» ISAtfthfe 


islative powers, though the 
Israelis had “not yet” agreed 
to a law-making role. 

“We hope we will be able 
to achieve this goal if we want 
the election to be held before 
the end of this year,” he 
added. 

Dr. Erakat also denied 
press reports that Palesti- 
nians who .opposed the 
Israeli-PLO autonomy deal 
would be prevented from fak- 
ing cart in elections. 

“The elections constitute 
the nucleus and the heart, of 
the declaration of princi- 
ples,” he said, adding that all 
Palestinians had the right to 
take part. 

As Israel and the PLO 
began negotiations on the 
elections in Cairo, a senior 
Hamas figure told AFP the 
fundamentalists wanted pow- 
ers far exceeding those 
sought by Mr. Arafat. 


to hang on to power. 

“One does not make such a 
dangerous move just for the 
sake, of four more years of 
political power,” Mr. Sharon 
charged. 

Mr. Rabin swore in parlia- 
ment that Israel would not 
rave up a centimetre on the 
Golan Heights without total 
peace with Syria. 

But he added: *.‘We have 
decided to give peace a 
chance with Syria. 

“There is a chance of mak- 
ing peace with Syria which is 
die key to overall peace. 
What should we do? Not try? 
Reject everything all 
together?” he asked. 

The premier renewed a 
promise to bold a referendum 
on a peace treaty. 

Likud opposition leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu, speak- 
ing after Mr. Rabin, accused 
the government of abandon- 
ing Zionism. Likad opposes 
-any withdrawal from occu- 

nferl lands. 


(Continued from page 1) 

man rights come to govern 
the life of nations,” said the 
Crown Prince, adding that 
Jordan's firm adherence to 
the democratisation process, 
to the protection of civil 
liberties and human rights 
and underlying “broad-based 
popular involvement in civil 
society" had enabled the 
Kingdom to survive severe 
crises and challenges. 

Welcoming the launch of 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza 
and Jericho and noting that 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) was con- 
ducting the Palestinian affairs 
as it sees fit, the Crown 
Prince said: “Jordan wel- 
comes these developments 
and we will continue to do 
everything in our power to 
ensure the success of Palesti- 
nian autonomy arrange- 
ments." 

The Crown Prince referred 
to the progress made in the 
Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations and said the aim 
was to “conclude a treaty of 
peace based on solid grounds 
that can withstand the winds 
of change." 

“It has always been Jor- 
dan's vision that the Middle 
East, cradle of civilisation 
and birthplace of the three 
great monotheistic religions, 
should be a region of cultural 
tolerance and mutual inter- 
dependence," he said. 

while the bilateral aspect 
of negotiations is important, 
the Crown Prince said, 
“many of the issues we are 
currently addressing defy the 
confines of bilateralism and 
require regional and interna- 
tional participation.” 

“Tbe economic dimension 


of peace is likewise a trans- 
national concern,” he said. 
The economies of the Middle 
East have been shattered by' 
the conflict. They must be 
revived if peace is to take 
root on the ground. Access to 
more equitable opportunities 
for economic growth will be 
vital. International debt relief 
and write-off strategies 
should be planned, encom- 
passing improved concession- 
ary terms by the clubs of 
Paris and London. 

“But the states of the re- 
■ gion must also play their part. 
Restrictions on trade should 
be relaxed. We must develop 
a non-discriminatory 
approach to sustainable de 
velopment and economic 
well-being. We hope chat the 
Middle East-North Africa 
Economic Summit at Casab- 
lanca will build on the 
achievements of the Regional 
Economic Development 
Working Group, and prove a 
useful forum to explore the 
potential partnership be- 
tween governments, private 
businesses and international 
financial institutions. For this 
partnership surely holds the 
' key to the economic future of 
the region,” the Crown 
Prince said. 

The Crown Prince express- 
ed concern over the situation 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. “The 
appalling practices of ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ and genocide con- 
tinue even as we speak,” he 
said “My country abhors 
these atrocities. Jordan sup- 
ports all the international 
community's efforts to end 
this tragic and wasteful con- 
flict, and we have taken posi- 
tive steps to alleviate the 
hardship it has caused." 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli-Jordanian team would 
be formed to take the long- 
term plans to the World 
Bank. 

After the meeting, Mr. 
Qinton announced a series of 
ventures which included an 
agreement on the “basic prin- 
ciples” on environment, wa- 
ter, energy and tourism issues 
and convening a conference 
to explore a Dead Sea-Red 
Sea canal project. 


The two also agreed to 
open a border crossing in the 
north for foreign travellers. 

As the pace of Mideast 
peacemaking picked up. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher made plans for 
more shuttle diplomacy on 
the Syrian front. 

Mr. Christophfer will go to 
Israel Oct. 9 to begin his fifth 
attempt since May to harry a 
peace agreement with Syria. 
While in the area, he will open 
the new border crossing between 
Israel and Jordan on Oct 15. 


Haiti coup leader flees 

(Continued from page 1) 
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graphed. 

Bom in a poor neighbour- 
hood in the Gonaives 150 
Idle metres northwest of the 
Haitian capital, he graduated 
from the country's military 
academy and joined the pres- 
idential guard. 

Like Gen. Biamby, he 
trained at the U.S. bases of 
Fort Lackland in Texas and 
Fort Benning in Georgia. 

Gen. Francois was be- 
lieved to be one of the most 
active officers during the 
coup that overthrew Mr. 
Aristide and was named bead 
of the metropolitan Port-au- 
Prince military department a 
day after the junta took pow- 
er. 

Mr. Aristide's supporters ■ 

have accused him of directing 
the slayings of thousands of 
opponents of the regime but 
he defended his actions as 
necessary to combat “subver- 
sion.” 

Gen. Francois has also 
fiercely denied U.S. accusa- 
tions that he was involved in 
drug trafficking. He chal- 
lenged “anyone to come up 
with the least proof' of his 
ties to narcotics smugglers. 

Gen. Francois fled Port- 
au-Prince at 9:30 p.m. (0130 
GMT Tuesday), sneaking 


past the Haitian border post, 
said spokesman Scbrager. 
After being delayed several 
hours, he crossed the border 
at Mai Paso about 10:30 
A.M. (1430 GMT) enroute to 
the capital of Santo 
Domingo, according to bor- 
der officials who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

Evans Francois has a luxu- 
rious residence in the Domi- 
nican Republic, which shares 
the Caribbean island of His- 
paniola with Haiti. 

Despite the reports, the 
Dominican Republic's fore- 
ign affairs secretary, Carlos 
Morales Troncoso, would not 
confirm Tuesday that Gen. 
Francois had been granted 
political asylum. 

The news electrified Aris- 
tide supporters. 

“It is an important step 
towards the reestablishment 
of democracy and peace,” 
Port-au-Prince Mayor Evans 
Paul, Mr. Aristide's cam- 
paign manager, told the AP. 
“The others (Cedras and 
Biamby) should follow his 
example.” 

Gen. Francois was widely 
seen as the power behind 
three years of military 
domination. 
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Jordanian experts study 


Asian infrastructure demand to 


setting up Palestinian bourse 


reach $1.5 trillion over 10 years 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan experts 
who have had experience in 


setting up stock exchanges in 
the Gulf states are expected 
to help Palestinians set up a 
bourse in the West Bank and 
have concluded a field study 
of the situation there, AFM 
officials and brokers said 
Tuesday. 


However, they cautioned, 
it is too early to discuss the 
actual mechanisms of setting 
up such a bourse, given the 
absence of public sharehold- 
ing companies and the uncer- 
tain future of the economic 
course of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 


The Jordanian help in 
studying the situation ahead 
of drawing up a feasible pro- 
ject for a Palestinian stock 
market comes in line with a 
provision in the economic 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
in January and modified in 
May. 


The PLO leadership has 
not ratified the accord since it 
contains some other clauses 
which it sees as contradicting 

the Palestinian quest for in- 
dependence and trappings of 
statehood during the five- 
year interim autonomy in the 
occupied West Bank and 


Gaza Strip. 

AFM officials and brokers 
said a Jordanian team visited 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip last week and held talks, 
with Palestinian businessmen 
as well as officials of the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) in charge of self-rule 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

The team, which will sub- 
nut a technical report to the 
government on their findings, 
believes that the proposed 
Palestinian stock market 
could be based in Ramallah, 
which is gaining increased 
prominence as the financial 
capita] of tire Palestinians, 
they said.' 

A large number of Palesti- 
nian businessmen, faced with 
skyrocketing real estate 
prices and rents in Jerusalem 
coupled with Israeli restric- 
tions on Arab-owned 
.businesses, have opted to 
base their operations in 
Ramallah, 15 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem. 

“The visit of the team does 
not mean that a Palestinian 
stock market will spring up in 
Ramallah overnight, 1 - said an 
AFM broker. “The idea has 
been discussed for several 
mouths now, and the visit of 
the experts paves the way for 
a doser study of the situation 
there ahead of drawing up 
plans for a feasible bourse.” 

“You need good legisla- 
tion, a good number of public 


shareholding companies and 
all other paraphernalia be- 
fore even thinking of starting 
a stock market,” noted the 
broker. “The occupied terri- 
tories do not have any of 
these, and this means starting 
from scratch.” 

“That should not be dis- 
suading factor, but, quite 
simply, setting up a stock 
market is a mammoth task 
that demands very close 
attention to minute details of 
the market, not to mention a 
healthy economy to provide 
the right background,” added 
the broker. . 


MADRID (AFP) — Asian 
infrastructure projects rang- 


ing from power generation to 
telecommunications are fore- 
cast to absorb up to S150 
billion a year over the next 
decade. World Bank officials 
said Monday. 

The officials said recent 
estimates by the bank, based 
on forecasts by the Asian 
Development Bank and 
other sources, saw demand 
for infrastructure in rapidly 


expanding East Asian coun- 
tries reaching between SI. 3 


However, AFM officials 
noted, Jordan, which laun- 
ched its stock market in the 
mid-70s, has had extensive 
experience in the field and 
that Jordanian experts had 
helped several Arab coun- 
tries launch successful 
bourses, particularly Oman 
and Iraq. 


Initial proposals call for the 
shares of to-be-set-up Palesti- 


nian companies to be traded 
at the AFM before moving 
the operations to the West 
Bank as an independent 
Palestinian stock market. 


tries reaching, between S1.3 
trillion and SI .5 trillion be- 
tween now and 2004. 

Spending on infrastructure 
is forecast to rise from five 
per cent of their combined 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) to seven per cent in 
the same period. 

At S150 billion a year. East 
Asia would account for 75 
per cent of the estimated 
$200 billion developing coun- 
tries now spend on infrastruc- 
ture, about four per cent of 
GDP and 20 per cent of total 
investment. 

China, Indonesia and Viet- 
nam, with a combined 
population of more than 1.4 


“Such a link is only logic- 
al,” said a banker. “In all 
probability the Jordanian di- 
nar would remain to be one 
of the main currencies in the 
occupied territories for some 
time.” 


population or more man 1.4 
billion, will account for most 
of the demand, according to a 
recent estimate by an official 
at the International Finance 
Coip., an affiliate of the 
bank. 

Nicholas Hope, director of 
the World Bank’s country de- 
partment for China and Mon- 


golia, said infrastructure pro- 
jects were absorbing about 45 
per cent of lending to C hina , 
the bank's biggest single bor- 
rower. 

The bank's lending to Chi- 
na is expected to total some 
S3 billion a year under the 
current three-year plan. 

Mr. Hope, speaking to re- 
porters at the bank's annual 
meeting in Madrid, said the 
World Bank was trying to 
promote additional leveraged 
finance to China by providing 
guarantees to private-sector 
loans. 

The bank has already 
guaranteed principal repay- 
ment for the last five years of 
a 15-year private placement 
for one Chinese project and 
would like to undertake simi- 
lar guarantees to “to the 
maximum extent,” he said. 

“We’re currently looking 
at ways to serve as a catalyst 
to the private sector,” he 
said, adding that the b ank 
was especially interested in 
Chinese projects involving 
toll roads, ports and power 
stations. 

The director said he was 
confident that China, which 
has of the world’s fastest 
growing economies, would 
avoid the inflationary press- 
ures of early 1989 which part- 
ly fuelled student protests the 
same year. 

“Clearly, they ’re having 
difficulties in reining in infla- 
tion/' Mr. Hope said. But he 


added that part of the reason 
was the lifting of price con- 
trols which bad removed dis- 
tortions in areas such as fuel 


and agriculture. “They have 
done a lot of things that they 
have got to do.” 


Economic Outlook, noted 
that China was already the 
world’s largest market in cer- 
tain sectors, such as telecom- 
munications and aerospace. 


“The possibility of con- 


jft will be a soft landing if 
you have confidence,” he 
said, adding that he stfll had 
reservations about the latest 
forecast for 11 per cent 
growth, down from 13 per 
cent last year, as being too 
strong. 

Mr. Hope added, however, 
that there was a “great deal 
of confidence in the bank” 
that China could maintain an 
annual GDP growth rate of 
between eight and nine per 
cent over tne next five to 10 


siderable productivity gains 
from external trade and 


years. 

The International Monet- 


ary Fund (IMF) has said that 
China’s huge market rather 


from external trade and 
structural reform and the- 
substantial investments that 
are needed in infrastructure 
contributed to the attractive- 
ness for foreign investors. 

“Access to China’s large 
domestic market, rather than 
a low cost production base, 
now appears to be the prim- 
ary attraction for foreign 
direct investment,” said the 
report, which largely 'reflects 
the Japanese government’s 
recent assessments of the 
Chinese economy. 


of foreign investment in Chi- 
na indude the focus on coas- 
tal areas such as Guangd ong, 
Fujian Shanghai, along with 
an nriiial concentration on 
the real-estate and natural- 

resource sectors. — . 

“Foreign investment in the. 
service sector, except for 1 
hotels and foreign exchange 
dealings, was largely res- 
tricted until 1992 when the 
authorities began to allowin- 
vestment in wholesale and 
retail trade, professional ser- 
vices and other services,” the 


report noted. 

The IMF stressed that fore- 
ign direct investment was still 
only a “relatively small” 
proportion of China's overall 
investment, averaging less? 
than seven per cent until the 
early 1990’s and coming to 11 
per cent last year. 

“China has nevertheless 
reaped important benefits 
from foreign direct invest- 
ment in several areas,” it 
said, pointing to the broaden- 
ing of the structure of pro-, 
duction, technological de-‘ 
velopment and higher pro- 
ductivity. 

The IMF also noted the 
positive impact of generating 
external demand for Chinese 
products by enhancing the 
country's export competitive- 
ness and providing Chinese 
authorities with concrete 
models of market meefaan- 


than its cheap labour force 
was now the main attraction 
for foreign companies invest- 
ing in the country. 


Although there have been 
utorv changes to reduce 


statutory changes to reduce 
preferential tax treatment 
and tougher competition for 
foreign direct investment 


The IMF noted that more 
than half the foreign direct 
investment in China between 
1979 and 1990 came from 
“overseas Chinese" residing 
in Hong Kong, Macau, 
Taiwan and other countries 
in Asia. 


from neighbouring Asian 
countries such as Vietnam, 


countries such as Vietnam, 
China represents an enor- 
mous potential market still to 
be exploited,” it said in a 
half-yearly report. 

The report, one of several 


While other foreign inves- 
tors, such as Amen cans and 
Japanese, undertook Chinese 
projects through Hong Kong, 
'‘many of these investors 
took a wait-and-see attitude, 
postponing investment deci- 
sions until market conditions 
became more certain and 


supplementary analyses 
attached to the lMFs World 


favourable,” the report said. 
Other distinctive features 


World financial jamboree kicks off in Spain after bitter clash 


MADRID (AFP) — Spain's 
King Juan -Carlos, braving 
two Greenpeace activists who 
managed to elude tight secur- 
ity forces, kicked off the for- 
mal proceedings of the 
world's biggest financial jam- 
boree here Tuesday. 

The king, accompanied by 
his wife. Queen Sofia, 
opened the three-day annual 
meeting of the board of gov- 
ernors of the International 
Monetary Fund and (IMF) 
and the World Bank at the 
Field of Nations, a sprawling 
conference centre and indust- 
rial park on die outskirts of 
Madrid. 

The protest by the two 
activists — who climbed up 
on to the rafters of the con- 
ference centre and threw fake 
dollar bills protesting the des- 
truction of tiie ozone layer 
onto the crowd below — 
briefly diverted attention 
from a bitter dash between 
rich and poor countries. 

The annual meeting brings 
together thousands of dele- 
gates, including finance 
ministers and central bank 
governors from 178 coun- 
tries. 

This year’s jamboree 
marks 50 years since monet- 
ary officials gathered in the 
small New Hampshire town 
of Bretton Woods in 1944 to 
establish what were to be- 



L** 

Lewis Preston 
come the foundations of the 
post-war international finan- 
cial system. 

Michel Camdessus, the 
IMF managing director 
whose plan for a big increase 
in global reserves was shot 
down by rich countries at the 
weekend, said “serious prob- 
lems and policy failings re- 
main'’ after five decades. 


1 


Michel Camdessus 


He particularly dted high 
unemployment and weak sav- 
ings in industrial nations and 
continued poverty in de- 
veloping countries, accompa- 
nied by the “huge task” in 
transforming centrally- 
planned economies to market 


economies. 

Mr. Camdessus called for a 
renewed commitment to 
“cooperation and solidarity” 
between member IMF coun- 
tries to deal with the “many 
problems that still disfigure 
the global landscape.” 

He also called for compas- 
sion — “all that our hearts 
can add to the coldness of 
international relations” — 
and noted that this was one of 
the demands made at anti- 
IMF protests in Madrid over 
tiie weekend. “Solidarity is 
all of that but also the last 
word of reason and wisdom," 
be said. 

World Bank President 


Lewis Preston said the bank’s 
objective remained clear, 
namely “helping our borrow- 
ers to reduce poverty and 
improve living standards 
through sustainable growth 
and investment in people.” 

But meeting that goal in- 
volves growing demands, he 
said, noting that 23 countries 
had joined the bank alone in 
tiie past three years following 
the breakup of the Soviet 
Union and the collapse of 
Council for Mutual Econo- 
mic Assistance, the socialist 
trading bloc known as Com- 
econ. 

Mr. Preston also noted the 
increasing complexity of 
bank operations. “We must 
be as effective in helping with 


privatisation as helping to in- 
crease education for girls, 
from assisting with structural 
change in the former Soviet 
Union to fighting hunger and 
disease in sub-Saharan Afri- 
ca.” he said. 

But the World Bank presi- 
dent said the Washington- 
based agency, which has 
grown fat over the past five 
decades, had to change to 
remain effective. 

Mr. Preston said the bank 
should be more selective, in- 
crease collaboration with 
partners, deepen client rela- 
tionships, measure success by 
results, improve cost effec- 
tiveness and maintain its 
strong financial management. 

China headed the list of 


speeches by governors in the 
afternoon followed by Ger- 
many. the United States, 
Malaysia, Britain, Italy, 
France, New Zealand, In- 
donesia, Venezuela, Russia, 
Japan, Ireland and the Philip- 
pines. 

The opening ceremony fol- 
lowed a weekend bust-up be- 
tween the Group of Seven 
(G-7) industrial nations and 
developing countries over a 
new issue of Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs), the IMF's re- 
serve asset. 

Mr. Camdessus had called 
for an issue of 36 billion 
SDRs, worth about $50 bil- 
lion, for aJJ IMF members. 
But the Group of Seven 
adopted a British-American 


proposal for a special alloca- 
tion of only 16 billion SDRs, 
mainly targeted at the new 
members from Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. 

Argentina’s Economy 
Minister Domingo Cavallo, 


whose country rejected the* 
Group of Seven plan along ! 
with other developing coun- 1 
tries, said Sunday that a com- ; 
promise was likely to be * 
readied over the next two ! 
months. ! 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrdt tighter Foundation 


| GENERAL TENDENCIES: The doable Moon square to Neptune 
and Uranus can keep you from accomplishing work that is necessary 
and vital to your immediate i n te r ests unless you conce n trate your 
efforts by redoubling them. 


gjOnur- 





ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) T if to conqjlete some new venture I 
' you started recently, but don't get nervous and argue with others for J 
; you point of view. Drive carcfuly. « 


Memories are too precious 

ifc DAJANl’S Gold & Gems Jewellers. 

Amra Hotel. 6th Circle. Amman. 

LAPIS LAZULLI: A power stone. A mental and spiritual 
cleanser. Relieves throat congestion, 
swelling, and nervousness. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Have an early talk over those plans j 
of a constructive nature with your mate, but take care not to get into ( 
a heated discussion. Pay off debts. \ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Talk over your {dans with key persons ] 
in business early. Analyse the position you desire carefully and take i 
steps towards a conclusion. j 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Eariy complete jobs which | 
yon have started. Later, a fellow associate may want to start trouble j 
for you. Avoid it. |. 

LEO: (Juty 22 to August 21) Get into activities which you like in die j 
morning. Later you can bring harmony where it does not exist. Do | 
some shopping for new products. 1 

vjutGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good midday to get j 
shopping done rfter a hard morning’s activities. Be moat preci se at | 
tasks given to please higher-ups. j 



SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Study present interests » 
and income and know how to improve than. Make any property yon \ - 
have more valuable via repairs which need to be done. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You can make trig 
headway in gai ning personal aims, so get busy at this. Avoid 
arguments with a good friend you have known fen: some time. 1 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Quietly rid yourself of 
any obstacles in the path of your progress. Gain the cooperation of 
an associate who understands you. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Early call your friends and 
plan to see them soon. Avoid altercations in the evening. Go after 
your aims quiedy. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is a good day to get into 
dvic and community tasks at which you are very adept and ret fine 
results. Improve your career activities. 


Birthstone of October: Opal Tourmaline 


THE Dally Crossword 


by Gerald Ferguson 


ACROSS 
1 SrnaJamcutf 
5 Layabout 
9 Footnote word 

13 Greek wtne 
pitcher 

14 A patio 
conqueror 

15 Bnei message 

16 Sassy 

17 Goes bad 

18 Spanish tady 
18 Aquatic 

actand&QQ 
20 Hawker of brows 
and potions 
22 Actress Day 

24 Position of a ooH 
ball 

25 Purloined 
27 Never used 
32 Made a 


am anu am 

bush BBSS 


aim mum 


ms'sassvsg 
3888 3888" 3555 



cniDDa □□□□ 

nsnua 15EJQO 

QQUtgnoa Doann 
LUJULlLJUU EH2QU 

OUQUOQQ 

BPDa □□□□□ QQP 

QagannaaamcisinQQ 

Egg OQEIEII3 □□□□ 
BQDEjQaQ nma 

P EiQa mao 

RHmR D 3 DII 

ciogg Bascg oana 


Print answer her*:^ ^ ^ AJwlA 1A A A 

{Answers Monday) 

„ . . i Jumblec LAUGH AFOOT ARCTIC ORPHAN 


Yesterday's 


Answer: What can be lomd In a sauna — 
A LOT OF HOTAIR 




























’JjgN 


f» to. ’ 

H 

m 





inance 

JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1994 9. 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


Cairo Amman Bank 

BaO pr to W«*Tn»tieo*l Hbrlwcs 


SMrttaf; ftxml 

Dcimdto AUA 
Suite Fnac 
Fracfa Franc 


Nippon Mortgage Lloyd’s investors win historic 
files for liquidation | awsu jt and historic damages 


I Earopean Carrmy Uni 


•_ QlRK T 
-- uX Data 


New Vo/Lk 
CtoM 

"•*3/10/94 

Tokyo 

CZd-xl 

4/ 10/94 

1.5790 

7.5S00 

1.5540 

1.5510 

1.2930 

1 .2395 

5. 3020 

5.2945** 

99.55 

99.37 

1.2310 

1.2337** 


Isttrte* Pound 


Fradi Frwc 


r^mpean Currency I'mi 


1 MTH 

A fT 

3 MTHS 
5.31 
5.75 

* MTHS 
5.50 
6.31 

12 MTH 

H m m 1 

5.37 

5.575 

7.00 

4.68 

4.93 

5.72 

5.43 

3.75 

3.93 

4.12 

4.56 

5.25 

5.40 

5.61 

6.09 

■ 2.06 

2.12 

2.25 

2.50 

5.56 

5 .87 

6.12 

6 . 59 


1 «*"<•>■* »'*. IMUn. UH.Mli 


4/10/1994 


Curacy 
UJL Datar 
States Ptaad 
Doted he Mark 
Sariac Frame 
Frcach Franc 


Dink Cafider 
Swtdbfa Krona 
liaBaa Lira 3 
Mfttei Franc 


X-.-.V Camncy 
■ ‘jr.'Jg Mkrainl Dinar" 

Lebanese Lira 0 " 

*L v w ' — — 


Bid : 

Offer 

0.A9J0 

0.1000 

7.10(2 

1.1061 

0.4492 

0.4514 

0.5404 

0.5431 

0.1316 

0.1323 

0.7015 

0.7050 

0.4012 

0.4032 



0.0446 

0 . 0448 




TOKYO (AFP) — A 
medium-sized Japanese 
financial institution, Nippon 
Mongage Co. Ltd., has filed 
for liquidation proceedings 
leaving in its wake the third 
biggest debt by a single 
Japanese concern since 
World War Q, Teikokn Data- 
bank Ltd. said. 

Hie private credit research 
agency said an extraordinary 
shareholders meeting of Nip- 


shareholders meeting of Nip- 
pon Mortgage, which had 
debts of 518.4 billion yen 
($5.2 bifion), approved the 
filing with the Tokyo District 
Court. 

Teikoku Databank said it 
was the third largest corpo- 
rate failure since World war 
n, following Muramoto Con- 
struction Co. Ltd. in 1993 
and Sanko Steamship Co. 
Ltd. in 1985. 

It blamed the crash on Nip- 
pon Mortgage’s huge non- 
performing loans following 
aggressive lending during the 
specula tive-led “bubble eco- 
nomy” in the late 1980s. Hie 
company’s foray into the de- 
velopment of golf courses 
also failed. 


The company’s main credi- 
tor, Sumitomo Trust and 
Banking Co. Ltd., had 
already said in July that it 
accepted the liquidation plan. 

Jiji Press said it expected 
Sumitomo Trust to take a 
writeoff of around 90 billion 
yen of 120 billiou yea in bad 
loans assumed from Nippon 
Mortgage in the current Busi- 
ness year to March next year. 

The virtual bankruptcy of 
the Nippon Mortgage marks 
a policy shift by Japan’s fi- 
nance ministry, analysts said. 

Instead of allowing trou- 
bled nonbanks to survive 
under reconstruction plans, 
as was the case in the past, 
the ministry appeared to be 
letting them be liquidated 
through the initiative of their 
main oanks, they said. 

In the past, the govern- 
ment was worried that a fai- 
lure of a financial institution 
would trigger insecurity ab- 
out the nation's credit sys- 
tem, but it is now more con- 
cerned about clearing out bad 
loans inherited from the 
years of the “bubble eco- 
nomy,” they said. 


LONDON (AFP) — More 
than 3,000 Lloyd's investors 
won a historic High Court 
victory Tuesday with record 
damages against “negligent” 
professionals in the Lloyd's 
of London insurance market. 

Justice Phillips ruled that 
the investors, or “Names” — 
many of them elderly — were 
entitled to compensation 
from their agents after suffer- 
ing massive losses caused by 
negligence of underwriters on 
Gooda Walker syndicates. 

He laid down guidelines 
for how damages should be 
assessed, which solid tors rep- 
resenting the Names, Wilde 
Sapte, estimated would reach 
a record £504 million (756 
million) inducting expenses. 

The Names had been 
claiming £629 million ($943 
million) in damages in the 
case, the biggest civil lawsuit 
in British legal history. 

The previous record sum 
awarded was £172 million 
($258 million). 

“It is a big win. It repre- 


sents salvation for many of 
them." said Gooda Walker 
campaign leader Michael 
Deeny. ‘Today they have 
saved family homes they 
would have been forced to 
sell. 

“The tragic truth is that 
Lloyd’s losses were so bad 
that some members took 
their own lives," be added. A 
total of eight names have 
allegedly committed suicide 
on account of the massive 
losses suffered under Lloyd’s 
syndicates. 

The 3,095 Names accused 
the 71 agents of the Gooda 
walker syndicates of negli- 
gence and mismanagement, 
saying that they failed tp 
advise them fully of the risks 
involved. 

• Agents do not underwrite 
personally but act as advisers 
to prospective investors, 
whereas investors enjoy unli- 
mited profits but also bear 
unlimited liability in under- 
writing the insurance con- 
tracts. 


The Names were all victims 
for the Lloyd’s reinsurance 
“spiral”, in which high-level 
catastrophe exposures were 
reinsured from syndicate to 
syndicate. 

The Gooda Walker agency 
was voluntarily liquidated. 

The judgement is expected 
to have a substantial impact 
no cases to “spiral” syndi- 
cates, whose losses exceed £2 
billion. 

The next court case being 
brought by Names is against 
the Feltrim syndicates, which 
is expected to come to court 
on Oct. 17. 

Between 1988 and 1991, 
Lloyd’s registered a total de- 
ficit of £7 billion after a series 
of catastrophies including the 
explosion of the Piper Alpha 
oil platform. Hurricane Hugo 
in the U.S., the Exxon Val- 
dez oil spill and the European 
storms. 

. The awarded damagers will 
be paid by Lloyd’s underwri- 
ters, who specialise in cover- 
age for “error and ommis- 
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Singapore moves to liberalise 
investment strategies 
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SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore has announced 
plans to allow its tightly- 
controlled cash-rich stae in- 
vestment arms and 
government-linked com- 
panies to tap funds and seek 
fund-management services 
from the local capital market. 

Senior Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew in a major policy change 
has announced that the move 
would enable Singapore to 
strengthen its capabilities in 
international fond manage- 
ment and investment banking 
as well as deepen its capital 
market. 

Most of the island repub- 
lic’s statutory boards and 
government-linked com- 
panies have enormous funds 
which are not fully exploited 
due to conservative invest- 
ment strategies, analysts said. 

Even if they require exter- 


nal financing, this is often 
arranged by direct borrowing 
from the state-owned Post 
Office Savings Bank, bypass- 
sing the private sector capital 
market. 

'‘This policy will now 
change. (They) will tap the 
capital market for their fund- 
ing requirements.... and will 
seek fund management ser- 
vices to invest their cash sur- 
pluses,” Mr. Lee said at a 
function marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Singapore 
International Monetary Ex- 
change (SIMEX). 

For a start, the Govern- 
ment of Singapore Invest- 
ment Corporation (GIC) and 
Temasek Holdings, the main 
state-investment arm, will 
allocate more funds from 
their East Asian portfolio to 
be managed by mod mana- 
gers pat of their Singapore 


offices, Mr. Lee said. 

The GIC largely manages 
Singapore's huge .official 
foreign reserves of about 80 
billion Singapore dollars 
($53.3 billion). 

Mr. Lee, who stepped 
down as prime minister in 
1990 after steering Singapore 
from a sleepy Asian backwa- 
ter to a thriving financial 
centre, also announced a 
more liberal policy in invest- 
ments under a government- 
managed pension fund. 

Beginning January, Cen- 
tral Provident Fund (CPF) 
contributors will initially be 
able to invest in foreign 
stocks and bonds traded on 
the Stock Exchange of Singa- 
pore (SES), moving on to 
stocks traded on regional 
markets and eventually to 
stocks traded in bourses out- 
side Asia,. he said. 


inr- 

:.-=3T 










. u- i-oev. 

nr--' 

if. nTyi •— 

- • « Tt; - • 

■ ■ - ; rA’S- 

.. . 


r ? 


L M*me Cknund to - 2 an. 
lacwn pRMna to - 2 an. 

Al MU I 300 Iqja ■ 3 BA 
4.U4MM tab 300 aqjn ■ 3 BJl 

*i taMM M Runia 
!ihD> Ddfctaa 

Bay wcm txtano man of - 8 ipu. Eocfl 
■p. 3 an. 

3 ftanroona To to mflM tar tag company. 


For More Iniormation Call : 
Abdoun Real Ertatc 
SlOSZO - 8X0609 - 81060S 


iJR-SAX 


jf 7 .3. 

- t' 


v I. 



JAMAL TRADING fr 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished I 
Vidas & Apartments ! 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 

Tell 

688816-681113 


HAMS 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your , colour film at 
our shop and' get:- 


1 A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Swelfiyoh 

o a/ 



Flat. O.Tel 
jPFsECURTT/ 
^HOSPITALITY 
, ^GASTRONOMY , 

Cafe’ 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFF 


IAU *W1UU1 u 

amy get:- 

1 BO phi 


AMOffBEH 

mm 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nigh fly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Excaot Tuesday dosed 
bfenday: Drinks AS Nig W Long 


A Menu of Defldous Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmebart 


| SZEEHVftN BARRENS / 
BHINOE RESPFAQRAliT 

IjfpUfNMNFNdi 


=WILLA^= 

D’ANGELO 


KNCHQI 

ENJQS 


ioquelte 

! Restaura 


Restaurant 


AUTHENTIC 
ITAUAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 j 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 


WAUD JARRAR CO. 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 
Fax 781 681 

t Can,irA 778299 jA 


JUMBO photo 
m 30 % larger 

From hnlargo- 
mt 20 x 30 cm 



LUNCH^ 

FKAIDAi 


"Ths Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! . 


Shmeisani - Opp. ( 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


O^g^Griniflays 


{ 





• 1 

• 1 1 • \. . I VI. 

lit.: (.54 jn- 


Appliance Care & Repair. 

Automobile Care. 

’^at joar hou, or in our shops ) 
fzt HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
florae &nprrtmncai & Constriction, 

, 24 HOUR PLUMBING 
3 K»!ier< 2 ency service 

fOBfW ANTED 3UNK HaULED 
f WINTER SFS CIA L, with dds add. 

| ill dtau sm ieenrid surt op your 

eniitsl besting.- also (enkrnd 
•buritt liar ar.-niidlilMiht for 15 JD*. 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoUaqBarbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 918214 

Come and taste our 
, specialities 

Opoi daily 12KXJ - 3-30 p.m. 

6:30 - Mkhught 
V Ak Conditioned Hall S 



The first & best 
• Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — Mklnight 

Tei. 633068 


| -j 

TMne mwap Is jnranftaMe 

Shat Al-Anb Sbmt 
Um Utmkmh Commuti M Cant m 

TeL: 881174 

lime feted Always u*cd. 


To Suit All 
Budgets 


FOR RENT 


More Mte andAp*tmcnts • 
in Amman. 

For further details please call 

sanabBl real estate 

TEL: 864230 FAX864231 



1/. ciffordcols price; 

V.V. Cooi 1 ! 


Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweiliyeh - 8639-14 


lality Furnished Fiai 



Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sand wiche s 
^jHambaarnc a^ 

^iamasffli-TeL 680670 f 



One and two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

^ 5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 



Foraomoimlmiwlagovt... 

-yjs &vis plea se, 
ft’s fdntS&tic 


O Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families &-its 

N^GrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks (p 
'©Open Noons 
& Evenings " 



Kurdi Stores 

k Suwmfiah Tel. 827I05> 




HAVE YOUR GRILL 
CHOOSE YOUR 
SAUCE A NP 
ENJOY A FREE 
SALAD BAR 

SHMEISANI 

TEL. 666140 *689671 


son,” but the sum wOl not 
add to losses as it will be paid 
from reserves already set 
aside, a Lloyd’s spokesman 
said. 

But it remains to be seen 
whether the Names will col- 
lect their full damages, as 
some defendants have them- 
selves gone bust and many 
are not covered by insurance 
to meet such huge claims. 

“Fifteen of the (71) agen- 
cies are in liquidation, their 
business destroyed — others 
may follow. Many have so or 
insufficient insurance cover 
to respond to awards of dam- 
ages now likely,” insurers 
acting for some of the agents 
said in a statement. 

More than 2,000 Names 
left the market in 1993 and 
since 1990 over 11,200 have 
departed. Lloyd’s has a total 
of 17,526 names trading this 
year. 

Lloyd's results are 
announced three years in 
arrears to take account of 
claims. 

Arab 

contractors 
to press 
for bigger 
market 
share 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — . 
Arab contractors, fearing an 
onslaught by giant interna- 
tional companies after tire 
GATT deal, said Tuesday, 
they would soon launch a 
campaign to get a bigger 
share of projects carried out 
in their region. 

The Arab Contractors Un- 
ion (ACU), which groups 
most building firms in the 
22-member Arab League, 
will begin contacts with their I 
governments and send a de-. 
legation to Washington this; 
month to present its demands 
to the World Bank, according ', 
to die top United Arab Emi- . 
rates (UAE) contractor. 

Ahmad Balhasa, chairman - 
of die Emirates Contractors 
Association (EGA), said the-, 
moves were agreed on during 
an ACU conference in Cairo ^ 
this week. 

“A large delegation from 
the ACU will visit Washing-.' 
ton this month to meet with , 
World Bank officials to de- 
mand a percentge of all con- ■ 
sanction projects it finances 
in the Arab region,” he said 
in a statement. 

“It will also raise the issue ' 
daring a conference of inter- 
national contractors due to 
take place in Atlanta on Oct. 
18.” 

EGA sources said Arab 
contractors were seeking 25 
per cent of those projects in 
line with a long-standing de- 
cision by the Cairo-based 
Arab League. 

They said the World Bank 
had agreed in principle to 
award part of the contracts 
carried out in the region to 
Arabs following negotiations 
last year but they have yet to 
reach agreement on the per- 
centage. 

Arab contractors have 
often complained most of the 
building projects in the re- 
gion were being awarded to 
Foreign firms. Independent 
estimates showed national 
companies had received less 
than 10 per cent of the total 
contracts of more than $350 
billion awarded by Arab 
states in the past 20 years. 

Arab governments have 
justified ‘their preference of 
foreign companies to the fact 
that they have larger financial 
and technological capabili- 
ties. 

Arab contractors were par- 
ticularly upset when most of 
the giant projects in Kuwait 
after the Iraqi invasion were 
awarded to Western com- 
i panies. They had already 
been disappointed with the 
limited business opportuni- 
ties in Iraq following its 1980- 
1988 war with neighbouring . 
Iran. 

Construction in the Arab 
World is one of the biggest - 
contributors to the gross ; 
domestic prodnet (GDP) . 
given tiie relatively small in- • 
vestment opportunities in in- 
dustry and other fields. 

In the Gulf, construction is ; 
the second biggest after oil. ■ 
contributing nearly 15 per 
cent to the GDP. Investment - 
in this sector peaked at 
around $30 billion in 1992. 

“The situation could be- 
come worse if we do not 
move to counter the growing 1 
threat from foreign com- 
panies following the recent : 
deal by the General Agree- : 
ment on Tariffs and Trade,” • 
an ECA official told AFP. 
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Asian Games 
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China sweeps swimming, weightlifting W 
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HIROSHIMA (AP) — 
-Swimmer Xiong Guoming 
> became a triple arid medal- 
'fet Tuesday as China swept 
‘ail of Tuesday's swimming, 
diving and weightlifting bat- 
’ ties, sending its gold medal 
.. lead soaring in the Asian 
- Games. 

- The Chinese broke world 
records in two more divisions 
of women's weightlifting, 
bringing their total to five in 
six events. 

With victories in women’s 
team gymnastics and indi- 
vidual rofl fencing too, the 
Chinese seized 12 of the 16 
golds decided on the second 
full day of competition — 
missing only those in karate. 


a Japanese fighting sport in 
which it has no entries. 


That gave them a total of 
20, with Japan far back in 
second place at eight. Iran 
and Syria wrecked Japan's 
chances of a sweep in karate 
by winning two of the day's 
four events. 

- Japan also had hoped to 
win at least one of the day's 
swimming golds after its big 
lead in morning qualifying for 
the men's 800-metre freestyle 
relay. 

But China won that too, 
beating the Japanese by near- 
ly a second in an Asian re- 
cord time of 7 minutes, 26.28 
seconds. Japan finished in 
7:27.18 and South Korea 
.took the bronze in 7:33.61. 

. Xiong anchored the relay 
' foam to victory after winning 
the grueling men’s 400-metre 
.individual medley Tuesday 
and the 200 freestyle Mon- 
day. 

' . In Tuesday’s 400, he won 
.in an Asian record 4:19.40, 
■With Thailand’s Ratapong 
Sirisanont second in 4:20.03. 

■ . Although China's men had 
been in the shadow of the 
• women’s world champion- 
laden team, Jiang Chengji 
contributed to the day’s shut- 
out by edging Japan's Hajime 
- Itoi 25.72 to 25.81 in the 


100-metre butterfly, setting a 
games record. 

The day’s two women's 
races were Chinese 1-2 
sweeps, both with games re- 
cords: Yuan Yuan and 
Daihong finished in 2:28.34 
and 2:29.72 in the 200-metre 
breaststroke, and Lu Bin and 
Le Ying went 1:57.37 and 
1:59.77 m the 200 freestyle. 

The day’s two diving 
events both were tight all- 
Chinese battles for gold and 
silver. 

On the men's 3-metre 
springboard, Wang Tianliang 
edged teammate Yu 
Zhuocheng, the world cham- 
pion, for the gold medal 
thanks to a high-scoring final 
dive. Wang finished with 
709.41 points. Yu bad 698.76 
and Japan’s Chimaki Yasuda 
was third with 649.53. 

Chi Bin, silver medallist in 
the world championships last 
month, had a narrower vic- 
tory over 13-year-old team- 
mate Wang Rrn: 496.14 to 
494.58 in the women’s plat- 
form diving. Natalia Chikina 
won Kazakhstan’s first Asian 
Games medal, a bronze, with 
433.80. 

China's world record- 
breakers in weightlifting 
Tuesday were Chen Xiaomin 
at 59 kilogrammes and Tang 
Weifang at 70 kilogrammes. 

Chen, last year's world 
champion at 54 kilogrammes, 
lifted a total of 220 kilogram- ' 
mes (484 pounds), beating 
the recorthof 217.5 (478.5 
pounds) set at the cham- 
pionships by teammate Sun 
Caiyan. Her total also was 
well above the world record 
of 200 (440 pounds) Chen 
had set in winning the 54- 
kilogramme class last year. 
Her 54-kflogramme division 
record, however, had fallen 
Monday when teammate 
Zhang Juhua lifted 202.5 
(445.5 pounds). 

Tang’s total of 230 (506 
pounds) broke the world 
mark of 220 (484 pounds) set 


the championships last 
it by Bulgaria's Milena 


at 

year 

Trendafilova. 

Thais came second to both 
record-breakers Tuesday. 
Kbassarapom Suta won the 
silver at 59 kilogrammes with 
a total of 207.5 (456.5 
pounds). Wasana Putcb- 
arkam was second at 70 
kilogrammes with 220 (484 
pounds). 

Lei Li was China’s other 
weightlifting .gold medallist, 
winning in the 64- 
kilogramme class with a total 
of 225 (495 pounds). 
Taiwan's Kuo Shu-Fen was 
second with 210 (462 
pounds). 

Mo Huilan, dubbed 
“Mighty Mouse” by her 
teammates, led China to the 
women’s team gymnastics 
gold, scoring a pair of 9.95's 
on the uneven bars and in her 
floor routine. 

China finished ' with 
194375 points. Japan with 
189.050 and South Korea 
with 184.400. 

In women's individual foil 
fencing, China's Xiao Aihua 
defeated South Korea's 
Chang Mi-Kyung in the final. 

Japan had karate victories 
Tuesday from Shinichiro 
Yamamoto, who beat Viet- 
nam’s Tran Van Thong -6-1 in 
the 60-kilogramme class fin- 
al, and Shizuo Shiina, who 
outpointed Iran's Saeed 
Ashtian 6-3 for the 75- 
kilogramme division gold. 

But in the 65-kilogramme 
class Syria's Rafaat Salti 
Krad beat Iran's Arash 
Javanshir for the gold. At 70 
kilogrammes, Iran's Maziar 
Farid Khomami made up for 
that by defeating Kuwait’s 
Adel A] Mejadi 4-3 for the 
title. 

Japan had won all four 
events in the women's com- 
petition Monday, boosting 
hopes for a sweep in the sport 
that was developed by its 
people hundreds of years 
ago. 


No low blows please, 
we have no equipment! 
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tions lined up here Mon- 
day, for the formal open- 


HIROSHIMA (R) — The 
mystery of Jordan’s abs- 
ence from the opening 
ceremony of the Asian 
Games karate event has 
.jbeen revealed — they 
were trying to buy equip- 
ment. 

While the 23 other na- 
ip here 
formal 

ing, Jordanian officials 
were one floor below fran- 
tically negotiating for 
essentia] protective equip- 
ment. 

The Yomiuri newspaper 
reported one Jordanian 
official told organisers 
urging his teammembers to 
attend the ceremonial 
opening: "This is more im- 
portant.” 

Contact is technically not 
allowed in the kumite, or 
combat, section of the ka- 


rate competition, which is 
maki ng its debut as an 
Asian Games sport. 

Bnt competitors use pro- 
tective head gear and pad- 
ding covering sensitive 
parts of the body, because 
of the possibility of mis- 
directed blows. 

Jordan, where the pro- 
tective gear is unavailable, 
tried to buy it from the 
United States before arriv- 
ing in Hiroshima. 

when it did not arrive 
they turned to Japanese 
suppliers who have a wide 
selection because karate is 
the country's favourite 

martial art. " 

After hard negotiations 
over the asking price of $90 
for a face maw, the Jorda- 
• mans went into Tuesday's 
competition no longer hav- 
ing to worry low blows. 
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China’s Le Ying (photo above) in action 
during the qualifying rounds of the women’s 
200m freestyle event Tuesday at the 12th Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. Photo below shows 
South Korea’s Kim Young D (top) flying over 


Japan's Takmni Mori during their bast 
preliminary round of the 68-kdogran 
Greco-Roman wrestling event. Rfea 
Mori 3-2 on points (AFP photos) 
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Palestine asks help 
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HIROSHIMA, Japan (R) — 
Palestine, with a lone com- 
petitor at the Hiroshima 
Asian Games, appealed to 
the world sports community 
Tuesday for help in building 
its sports facilities. 


Rabie A1 Turk, represent- 
ing the Palestine Lioeration 


Organisation (PLO) at the 
Hiroshima Games, said his 
country was in such deep 
crisis that it could not afford 
to send more than one athlete 
to compete at the games. 

"The International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC), the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) should help us.... we 


dream of stadiums, equip- 
ment, but we have nothing... 
nothing,” AJ Turk said. 

He pointed out that the 
$1.5 billion that Hiroshima 
spent in building futilities for 
the games, which opened 
Sunday, would have helped 
rebuild half of Gaza and 
Jericho. 

“But we also take heart 
from the fact that Hiroshima, 
like Palestine, had to be com- 
pletely rebuilt,” he said. 

Hiroshima was razed to the 
ground by an atomic bomb in 
World War II in 1945, while 
Palestine has just been hand- 
ed over to limited Palestinian 
rule by Israel. 
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Ma looks for success in Atlanta 


HIROSHIMA (AFP) — Ma 
Jtmrcn arrived in Hiroshima 
Tuesday to claim some 
-assured Asian Games gold 
' medals but he warned that his 
•“army” of runners will really 
-peak at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. 

‘-■The now-legendary 
'-althletics coach was first off 
the plane that brought the 
latest Chinese contingent to 
: ■ Hiroshima. He was mobbed 
• in the airport as he waited for 
his track stars to join him. 

. Ma said he had brought 
•two men who have been 
added to his battalion of 
'seven women runners, in- 


cluding world champions 
Wang Jurntia and Qu Yunxia, 
for Hiroshima. 

“I am looking for five gold 
medals for my team,” he told 
reporters. 

But in a warning of what to 
expect, he added: "They will 
reach their peak for the 1996 
Olympics. They have not 
been at their top form this 


year and they may not be 
next year either*” 

After their success at the 
world championships last 
year, Wang and Qu were 
kept away from the interna- 
tional grand prix circuit this 
year. Ma himself has also 
been struck down by a mys- 
tery Illness which his entour- 
age described as “a stomach 
ailment.” 

Wang, the 10,000m and 
3,000m world record holder 
and now one of the world’s 
premier athletes, gave a re- 
latively modest assessment of 
her chances in Hiroshima. "I 
don’t think I can break a 
world record here. I came to 
win a gold and I think I can 
do that,” she said. 

Ma has arrived with the 
mystery surrounding his 
training methods still intact. 
No-one outside China knows 
the key to the success of the 
former soldier and self-taught 
track expen, which is sure to 
continue here. 


IBs “army” made its first 
major imp&dfc-*Sit the world 
championships in Stuttgart, 
where Wang, 1 Qu and Liu 
Dong all won middle- 
distance titles before stun- 
ning the world by shredding 
the record books in Beijing 
last September. 


it is not accepted and there is 
all this talk about drugs. 
Why?” 


Their rivals immediately 
blamed drugs but the tide of 
opinion has now turned. 
Several top Western coaches 
share the opinion of former 
British supremo Frank Dick 
that: "They are working har- 
der than us and may have 
discovered better ways of re- 
covering from training — we 
should try and learn from 
them.” 


Liaoning-based Ma, 
however, has shrewdly 
cashed in on the mystery. 
Altitude training and disci- 
pline were the key, he re- 
vealed — as well as turtle 
blood and an elixir he was 
quick to market and sell to 
the highest bidder. 


He is also the supreme 
politician, winning a power 
game with China’s athletics 
bosses by reportedly thre- 
atening to resign at die start 
of the year over interference 
in his training methods and 
lack of financial support. 


Zfau Zaniing, deputy 
secretary general of the 
Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee, argued: “It seems only 
the United States and Europe 
are allowed to become a 
powerful force in athletics. 
When China becomes a force 


The shroud of mystery con- 
tinued when Wang and Co, 
who are reported to run huge 
distances every day, were 

K i out of the London 
thou at die last minute 
and have barely been seen 
since outside China. 


Afghans 


get school 


uniforms 


HIROSHIMA (AP) — 
Wrestlers from Afghanistan 
are using the uniforms of a 
local high school to compete 
in the GTeco-Roman events 
at the 12th Asian Games. 


Asiad News, the official 
newspaper of the games, said 
Tuesday that the Afghans are 
borrowing wrestling singlets 
from Miyoshi Prefecture! 
High School after arriving in 
Hiroshima without their own 
uniforms and lacking the 
money to buy new ones. 


A local sporting goods 
company that specialises in 
wrestling equipment was un- 
able to have singlets ready for 
Tuesday’s opening round of 
competition. 


Congress to hold more hearings 


■HT ■ 


if baseball strike drags on 


4 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
U.S. Congress mil hold re- 
newed hearings on the base- 
ball strike if it drags on into 


nuttee last week passed leg- 
islation that would have par- 
tially removed the owners*' 


next year, the chairman of 
the house committee on 


exemption from antitrust 
laws, but die effort to pass 


skmer Bud Seh'g $aid he was 
not sure if Ravitch will return 
tins week. 


education and labour warned 
Monday. 

Rep. Pat Williams said if 
the strike is not settled by the 
time Congress reconvenes 
Jan. 3, he mil recall officials 
from management and the 
players association for more 
testimony. 

“I think it’s likely the 
house will likely pass either 
or both antitrust legislation 
or binding arbitration legisla- 
tion if we have seen no action 
by January,” Williams said in 
a telephone interview. 

The house judiciary corn- 


similar legislation in the sen- 
ate ended Friday. 

Congress is set to adjourn 
Friday, but several legislators 
said both sides should inter- 
pret the debate as a “wake- 
up call.” 


“I believe the house abso- 
lutely mil take action if no- 
thing’s changed by the time it 
returns,” Williams said. 

No talks are scheduled to 
end the strike, which went 
through its 53rd day Monday. 
Owners negotiator Richard 
Ravitch was visiting his son in 
England and Acting Commis- 


Uraon head Donald Fehr, 
who last week completed a 
seven-city tour to update his 
players, was back in his New 
York office. Fehr probably 
will visit Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic next 
( week to give further updates 
to players. 


Owners are expected to 
meet in Detroit during the 
week of Oct 17 to discuss 
how they will proceed next 
season. 


tr& 


“Fm not sure we’ll meet, 
but if we do it’ll be in that 
time range," Selig said Mon- 
day. 



Bilingual school in Khalda, Amman seeks 

applications for:. 

* Kindergarten Headmistress, 30- 40 years of age| 
with three to five years experience in K.G., 
preferably English Native Speaker. 

* Head of English Department, must be English 
Native Speaker. 

* English Science Teacher (Physics, Chemistry), 
preferably English Native Speaker. 

* Computer Teacher with at least First University 
Degree, preferably English Native Speaker. 


Please send C.V. and application in own 
handwriting and a recent photograph to: 
P.O.Box 830476 
Post Code 11183 Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt GLX 
Duty Unpaid 

' 1989 (White) 

In good condition, with air-conditioning, 
sunroof, electric windows, stereo radio, 
56,000kms. 


Telephone 669215 


FOR SALE 

Ford Sierra Sapphire 2000cc 1988, 
DUTY UNPAID, 5-speed manual. 
Central locking. Electric front win- 
dows, Radio cassette with 6 speak- 
ers. Sunroof, Serviced regularly. 
Vehicle in very good condition. 
Contact: John Wincott (823100) 
(Work) 

or 641862 (Home) 





CEREBRAL PALSY FOUNDATION 


ESTABLISHED W77 



THE NEW MARCH ROUTE 


From Kals Restaurants - Mecca Street - 
near Mecca Fuel Station - Dahiat A1 
Hussein (A1 Hussein Housing Estate) - 
Wadi Saqra/King Abdullah Gardens 
Junction - Safeway - through A1 Hussein 
Sport City Tunnel to Gate No. 4 at 
Hussein Youth City. 

Thank you 


DR. KHRISTO SABA ZEIDAN 


MD-DMRD-FRCR 

Prev. consultant in King Hussein Medical Centre. 
Prev. Direotor of Radiology Dept, in Khalidi Hospital 

announces the opening of 


JUBILEE RADIOLOGY CENTRE 


for conventional and contrast X-ray examinations- 
uitrasound-mamnnography and panoramic oral 
tomos. 

Site: Near Jubilee Crossing 
Medina M. Str - Tla-All Bldg. 
Opposite Omar Mukhtar Schools 
and Shukri Elayan Bldg. 


ROYALJORDANIAN 


REQUIRED 

CABIN CREW GROOMING 
SUPERVISOR 


Royal Jordanian has an opening for a Cabin Crew 
Grooming Supervisor with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

• Tawjihi certificate. 

• Jordanian nationality. 

• Diploma in Hairstyling,- Make-up and Skin Treat- 
ment. 

• Minimum of 7 years experience in the same field at 
a recognised beauty institution. 

• Excellent command of the En glish Language (writ- 
ten and spoken). 

Selected candidates will have to work on shift basis, 
at Queen Alia international Airport, 

Interested applicants should report to: 

ROYAL JORDANIAN EMPLOYMENT 
OFFICE, 

7TH FLOOR, 

THE HOUSING BANK BUILDING, 
SHMEISANI. 
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Mystery 
surrounds 




drug tests 


HIROSHIMA (R) — ThfeS?' 
mystery of a suipnse drug ****** v - 
here on alqfost the en 
squad of China's world 
ing women swimmePPv 
deepened Tuesday with 
Asian Games organisers ubJk 
ware of the results. r - ; 
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Results of the first part off V 
the tests, carried out four;!. !' 
days ago,. theoretically can-be 
known the ; ilowing day/. - *— 

But miffed organisers of 
the Asian Games said they: of; 
were completely in the dark-v 
about the results., even"-’: 
though some swimmers,- 
eluding the Chinese, have ;"- 7 
already competed and won 
medals in the games. - v: -rr: - 

“We have not been told - 5 -' 
because the tests were admi- V 
nistered by FINA (Interna-, i -! - ; 
tional Amateur Swimming -vi-if- 
Federatiou) said Ko>r^ : . 
ODA, a spokesman for the. _V- 
organising committee’s 
medical and health division^ _ fr ' 


It leaves a cloud over" 
everyone,” one games offi- 
cial said. Of the 16 Chinese^ 
swimmers tested by FINA 
last Friday, twe days before : 
me opmmg cf the Aaan- 
” ames . L wart wen en from ,-i 
a squad ti at dominated Au- -- 
gusrs WV- .-v* TV'ionsbnis' 
in Rome - • -viinmeis 
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Diego Maradona 


Maradona starts 
career as coach 



BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Diego Maradona, suspended 
from playing football by 
FIFA for faffing a dope test at 
-the World Cop, is to start a 
new career as coach of 
Argentine first division side, 
Dcportivo Mandiyn. 

Tbc move, announced by 
Maradona and club president 
Roberto Cruz Monday, will 
see file former legend work 
alongside deputy coach, Car- 
los Fnen. 

Maradona, now nearly 34, 
was banned for 15 months 
after testing positive in the 
United States for the stimu- 
lant ephedrine, almost cer- 
tainly putting an end to his 
playing career. 

Since the ban, be has been 
working at another of his 


former dubs, Boca Juniors, 
as an unpaid assistant coach 
to Cesar Luis Menotti. 

However, Maradona is. 
clearly hoping his playing 
days are not quite over. 

“I hope this new experi- 
ence leads to a great result,” 
he said, adding *Tm also 
going to use it to keep myself 
fit, and when the opportunity 
arises, to wear shorts again.” 
Deportivo Mandiyu, based 
in the northern province- of 
Conientes, have yet to .win 
after three defeats and two 
draws so far this season. 

Unfazed by the lade of 
success, Maradona said: 
“The whole city is behind the 
team and, anyway. I’ve been 
m this situation before when I 
played for Argentina 
Juniors.” 


Rebuild & Renew your 

old PIANO 





1 ^“^Body repainting & finishing 
in our workshop 

Freddy for Music 

A name you trust 
Tel: 692696 
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Two story villa in Um-Uthiena, con- 
sists of three apartments and 
basement. 

Please call 821141 or 821917 
for more details 

" FOR RENT T 

Furnished apartment in a 5 storey building between 
Abdoun and Swerfieh. 220 metres compnsing 3 large 
bedrooms, maid's room. 3 bathrooms. 2 large sitting 
rooms, dining room, hallway, balcony, telephone and own 

separate heating system. ^ 

Please call: 663458 or 819143 
between 9 a.m. and 6 pjn. 

VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Newty-built-land area 950m 2 building area 400m 2 . 
Consists of 4 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms, living room, 
dining room, large salon, terrace, kitchen, maid 
room. 4 entrances and 2 garages- 

Please call 614597 


Red card mania 
invades Leicester 


LEICESTER, England 
(AFP) — Red card mania 
came to Leicester Monday 
where referee Keith Cooper 
sent two players off as the 
home side forced a 2-2' draw 
against Coventry in the Pre- 
miership. 

First former Scottish inter- 
national Gary Gillespie, play- 
ing his first lull game for 
Coventry since 1983, was 
ordered to take an early 
shower after 28 minutes for a 
tackle on England under-21 
international Julian Joachim. 

Then three minutes before 
half-time Leicester defender 
Jimmy Willis got a red card 
after a dash of beads with 
Coventry striker Paul Cook. 

Both decisions were 
termed “bizarre’ by officials 
of both teams. 

American international 
Roy Wegerie had opened the 
scoring for the visitors after 
just U minutes when be vol- 
leyed home from inside the 
box after captain Dion Dub- 
lin had nodded down from an 
Ally Pickering’s cross. 

Leicester drew level just 
before the interval when 
Joachim's header was kept 
out by Steve Ogrizovic only 
for The ball to fall to Roberto 
who shot into the net. 

Dublin put Coventry bade 
in front when he scored his 
fourth goal for the dub in as 
many matches — sticking out 


' a foot to deviate a Pickering 
cross. 

Roberto’s equaliser came 
when he latched on to a Lee 
Philpott shot to score his 
second goal of the game — 
although Coventry defenders 
looked for an offside deci- 
sion. 

Adams, the most success- 
ful skipper in Arsenal's his- 
tory, said: "Obviously I'm 
absolutely delighted. It’s a 
dream come true.” 

There will be those who 
wonder at the appointment of 
a player who spent three 
months in an open prison for 
driving offences three years 
ago. 

But coach Terry Venables 
said: "When I took over I 
made it dear it was a dean 
sheet for everyone.” 

Adams, who made his 
Arsenal debut at the age of 
17, 11 years ago, became one 
of the dub’s youngest ever 
leaders four years ago. 

But as Adams was celeb- 
rating, Cole was putting a 
brave face on his latest Eng- 
land disappointment, saying: 
“There's been a lot of talk in 
the papers about my shins 
and I admit I’ve been playing 
with an injury for the past 
few weeks. 

“As far as I'm concerned 
Fm fit to play every game and 
as long as Newcastle think I 
am. I'm happy.” 


Ivory Coast and Ghana 
bid for reconciliation 


LOME (AFP) — The foot- 
ball federations of Ivory 
Coast and Ghana have 
arranged two “recondlia- 
tion” matches later this 
month, following a spate of 
soccer-inspired killings in 
Abidjan a year ago. 

The violence against Gha- 
naians living in Ivory Coast 
was sparked by a club cup 
match in October 1993, with 
the death toil put variously at 


25 dead by the Abidjan au- 
thorities and 50 by Ghanaian 
officials. 

Teams from both countries 
were banned from continen- 
tal .competition by the Afri- 
can Football Confederation 
(CAF), who nominated Togo 
as a mediator. 

A meeting here Sunday 
involving officials from both 
sides ended with an agree- 
ment 


GOREN BRIDGE 


” WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIR8CH 
C1M3 Ti«um MM* Swmcml k 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
• K 6 2 
? A 10 3 
■> A 8 5 4 
*Q54 


WEST 
* Q 10 8 

r K 8 6 2 
v J 9 3 
*762 


EAST 

* J 7 

: Q 10 8 2 

* K J 10 9 8 


SOUTH 

* A 9 6 4 3 
:Q 8 7 4 

v K 7 

* A 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 T Pass 3 * Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Seven of * 
Usually, it does not matter 

whether you know the best way to 


PLAY THE PERCENTAGES 


play a particular combination— 
there is little to choose between the 
best and next best. But some com- 
mon holdings offer vest differences 
between the two. The heart suit in 
this hand is an example. 

North's jump to two no trump 
showed a 13-15 point balanced 
hand. Since it could contain four 
hearts. South c he rhrd by bidding 
the suit, then chose the suit game 
when North denied three hearts, bat 
confirmed three spades by taking a 
preference. 

After the dub lead, declarer was 
looking at two potential heart losers 
. and one in dubs, at least one certain 
trump loser and still had to worry 
about the bothersome fourth heart. 
Declarer tried dummy's queen of 
dubs on the opening lead only to 
learn there was a sure loser in the 
suit when East produced the king. 

In with the ace of dubs, declarer 


Eighth seed 
eliminated 
in Zurich 

ZURICH. Switzerland (AP) 
— Fifth-seeded Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria strug- 
gled to defeat veteran Pam 
Shriver of the United States 
7-5, 7-6 (7-5) Monday, open- 
ing day of the $750,000 Euro- 
pean Indoors women's tennis 
tournament. 

Shriver, ranked no. 51 in 
the world, lost a 4-0 advan- 
tage in the tiebreak to go out 
of the tournament. 

Helena Sukova of the 
Czech Republic ousted 
eighth-seeded Florencia 
Labat of Argentina 6-5, 6-3 in 
the only surprise of the day. 
Sukova, 29, has won both 
previous encounters against 
the 23-year-old Argentine, 
who has climbed from 51 to 
29 in the world rankings this 
year. 

Sixth-seeded Lori McNeil 
of the United States defeated 
compatriot Katrina Adams 2- 
6, 6-3, 7-5. In another Amer- 
ican duel, Marianne .Werdd 
knocked out Sandra Cade in 
6-3, 6-4 straight sets. ; 

Qualifier Shaun Stafford, 
also of the United States, 
trounced Israel's Anna 
Smashnova 6-0, 6-1- 

Switzerland’s Martina 
Hinges, who turned 14 last 
weekend was due to make 
her debut on the professional 
circuit late Tuesday. 

Hingis won the juniors 
competition at Wimbledon 
and Roland Garros, and 
made it to the finals in the 
U.S. Open. Entering the 
tumament as a wild card, she 
was to face Patti Fendwick of 
the United States. 

Hingis decided to miss her 
allocated practice slot on the 
courts in exchange for a few 
hours at home with her fami- 
ly- 

Also Tuesdy, Martina Nav- 
ratilova, the tournament’s 
top seed was scheduled to 
meet fellow American Ann 
Grossman. 


wisely refrained from drawing 
trumps. The thud'trump in dummy 
might be needed for a heart ruff and 
if declarer took two high trumps the 
enemy might be able to draw a third 
round when they gained the lead in 
hearts. 

Since cashing the ace of hearts 
and leading toward the closed hand 
would present a guess and risk a 
defensive niff, declarer instead led a 
low bean to the ten, losing to East's 
jack. East cashed a high club and 
continued the suit for declarer to ; 
ruff. The king and ace of trumps | 
were cashed, the nine of hearts was ! 
run successfully and the ace was 
cashed. It did not matter if a defend- 
er ruffed with the master trump. Aa 
the cards lay, the ace held so declar- 
er returned to hand with the king of 
diamonds and ruffed the last heart. 
That limited the losers to one 
trump, one heart and one chib. 


Join the Motor Sports Champions 

Smart Ai-Saudi, Ghaith Bilbisi, Fares Bustami, Firas 
Sa'ad Ed-Dirt, Basem Tarazi& Mohammad Abu-Qura 
All use QMI Treatments with PTFE in their engines 


QMI Treatments for : 

Engines . Gear Boxes 
Auto - Transmissions 
Fuel. Paint . Bearings 


QMI Benefits : 


.80,000 Km protection 
. Reduced Friction & Wear 
.Reduced Heat 
. Reduced Maintenance 
. Easier Shifting Gears 
. Increased Component Life 
. Longer Oil Life 
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Protection Against Corrosives 
Easier Starting Engines 
Reduced Noise 
Better Performance 
Increased Resale Value 
Increased Fuel Mileage 
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Ivanisevic loses temper, 
cash, match in Australia 


SYDNEY, Australia (AFP) 
— Top seed Goran Ivanisevic 
was fined $2,500 after a bad- 
tempered first round loss to 
American Richey Reneberg 
at the Australian Indoor ten- 
nis championships here Tues- 
day night. 

Reneberg downed the 
world No. 3 7-6 (8/6), 6-3 in 
83 minutes as the Croatian 
mew increasingly irritated in 
front of a vocal crowd at the 
Sydney Entertainment Cen- 
tre. 

ATP Tour tournament su- 
pervisor Gayle Bradshaw 
fined Ivanisevic $1,500 for 
swearing at a spectator and 
another $1,000 for refusing to 
attend a post-match press 
conference. 

Ivanisevic had thrown 
down his racquet and repe- 
atedly questioned line calls 
before inclining a verbal 
abuse warning after he'd 
spoken to a woman in a 
courtside corporate box dur- 
ing a first set tie-breaker. 

Reneberg' s first win over 
Ivanisevic in seven meetings 
was a 29th birthday present 
that came a few hours early. 

The Croatian appeared to 
lose spirit after dropping the 
first set and the American 
raced through the second in 
just 25 minutes, returning 
serve brilliantly. - 

“I sensed in the middle of 
the first set that he didn’t 
really seem to have his head 
in it as much as usual,” said 
Reneberg, who believed Iva- 
nisevic's first round U.S. 
Open loss to Germany's Mar- 
kus Zoecke was still troubling 
him. 

Defending champion 
Jamie Yzaga of Peru, the 
third seed, also made an early 
exit, beaten 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 in a 
baseline duel by American 
Aaron Krickstetn. 

And second seeded Boris 
Becker had problems, too, 
although he managed to sur- 
vive a first round scare from 



Goran Ivanisevic 

Australian qualifier Sandon 
StoUe. 

Becker had to pull out 20 
aces and a couple of his 
trademark diving volleys ro 
down the 197th ranked Au- 
stralian 4-6, 6-2, 6-4, in 
almost two hours at the Syd- 
ney Entertainment Centre. 

Becker, the world no. 7, 
bad not played since his first 
round U.S. Open defeat by 
American Richey Reneberg 
five weeks ago. 

In a hard-fought third set, 
the German's quality serves 
under pressure proved the 
difference — he hit three aces 
to recover from 0-40 down in 
the sixth game and four more 
to rally from 15-40 down in 
the eighth. 


“From his ranking he was 
not supposed to play like 
that,” said Becker. 

“But he had two matches 
over the weekend in qual- 
ifying, it’s his home country 
and he probably knew I 
hadn't played for a few weeks 
and all of that made it a tough 
match.” 

The fifth seed, Australia's 
Patrick Rafter, also did. it 
tough against American oual- 
ifier Louis Gloria 7-6 {8/6) 
7-5. 

In other first round match- 
es, Zimbabwe's Byron Black 
eliminated Australian Jamie 
Morgan 6-4 6-4 and veteran 
Wally Masur beat wildcard 
entry Ben EUwood 6-4 6-2 in 
an all-Australian clash. 


Rosset puts tiredness behind in Toulouse 


PARIS (AFP) — Swiss 
number-one Marc Rosset, 
who has admitted to being 
jaded with a gruelling late 
season programme, put his 
tiredness behind him and 
reached the second round of 
the $400,000 ATP tourna- 
’ment in Toulouse Monday 
without dropping a set. 

The big-serving Rosset, 
seeded to meet Andrei Med- 
vedev of the Ukraine in next 
Sunday's final, raced to a 64, 
64 win over French-based 
Haitian Ronald Agenor. 

Rosset, a finalist at Bor- 
deaux two weeks ago, 
reached the quarterfinals in 


Basel last week. 

Medvedev, who has come 
in as top-seed following the 
injury absence of world 
number-one Pete Sampras, 
will have a tough challenge 
when he opens campaign 
Wednesday against in-form 
Frenchman Guy Forget. 

Forget, the world’s fourth- 
ranked player in 1991, has 
stormed back up the rankings 
with some remarkable results 
after his long lay-off for a 
knee injury. 

The 29-year-old left- 
hander, ranked outside the 
top 1,000 at Wimbledon this 
Summer but a semifinalist at 


both Bordeaux and Basel, 
moved up to 59th in the new 
standings published Monday. 

In Monday’s other first 
round-matches, experienced 
Swiss Jakob Hlasek came 
back to beat David Rikl of 
the Czech Republic 4-6, 7-5. 
6-1 while Hendrik Dree km an 
of Germany put out Amos 
Mansdorf of Israel 64, 7-6 
(7/4). 

Home hopes Olivier De- 
laitre and Fabrice Santoro 
also came safely through, the 
first round with straight-set 
wins over compatriots Lionel 
Bartez and Jfian-Philippe 
Fleurian. 


M 

Business Lunch 



Lavishly Okaz 

Treat your guests and friends, hi a most relaxing atmosphere, 
to our Business Lunch Buffet. More than a 100 variety of 
hors d'oeuvres, salads, hot oriental and continental 
dishes and a large selection of desserts. 

For only JJD. 10.000 per person ++ 

Uniquely InterContinental 

For reservations, please call 641361 Ext. 2222 
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Cinema Teh: 634144 Ouema Tel.: 699238 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA __l 


Yusra, Saffyah A1 Omari 
and Mahmoud Ham idah..»n 

AK Muhajer 

(Immigrant) 

Shows: 1230. 3 JO. 6:15. SsJO. * 0:3 ° 


SPANISH ROSE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


i Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

SPEED 


Shows; 12:30, 3.30, 6:00, &15, J030 

CONCORD “2” 


Shows: 3:15. 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

legal Evedag E ntwtal n mrei t 

Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan At Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel: 618274-618275 


Tel.: 675571 1 

MabB Al Wtashlni Theatre 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
. edy 

“PUNCTURED 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AWLAW THEATRE > 

Presents: ~ 

The political satire: ■: 

A3 Saiam Ya Salam > 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. :< 

Saturday & Sunday is tt£e 
theatre’s holiday. •: 
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U.S., Israel and Jordan stress 
need for ‘gradual’ cooperation 


.WASHINGTON (USIA) 
— The United States, Israel 
and Jordan stressed the 
"importance of gradual im- 
plementation of regional 
cooperation” in a com- 
munique issued after Presi- 
dent Clinton's Tuesday 3 
meeting with Jordan's 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Israel's Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

The joint statement spel- 
led out the master plan for 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley, stressing the 
benefit of tourism and ex- 
panded trade. Included in 
the plan are studies of ex- 
panded water availability, a 
canal linking the Red Sea 
with the Dead Sea, and 
creation of a Red Sea 
Marine peace park. 

Following is the text of 
the .joint statement: 

1. President William J. 
Clinton met at the White 
House today with His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince El Hassan Ben Talal 
of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres of 
Israel to pursue their com- 
mon purpose of creating a 
new, era of peace in the 
Middle East. 

2. Jordan and Israel reaf- 
firmed die five underlying 
principles of their under- 
standing on an Agreed 
Common Agenda and com- 
memorated the first trilater- 
al meeting, convened by 
President Clinton one year 
ago in Washington, D.C., 
establishing the U.S.- 
Jordan-Tsrael Trilateral 
^Economic Committee. The 
Trilateral Economic Com- 
mittee created new momen- 


tum which led to the first 
ministerial-level trilateral 
meetings in the region, at 
the Dead Sea in Jordan and 
at the Eilat-Aqaba border 
crossing, and to the July 25, 
1994, Washington Declara- 
tion ending the state of war 
between Jordan and Israel. 

3. HRH Crown Prince El 
Hassan and Foreign Minis- 
ter Peres outlined to Presi- 
dent Clinton tbe significant 
'progress that was recently 
mads in Aqaba in the bi- 
lateral negotiations be- 
tween Jordan and Israel, 
and reaffirmed their com- 
mitment enshrined in the 
-.Washington Declaration 
. signed by President Clin- 
ton. King Hussein and 
Prune Minister Rabin to 
achieve a full peace treaty 
between the two countries, 
hopefully in the near fu- 
ture. 

The progress made in tbe 
bilateral and trilateral nego- 
tiations are also based on a 
shared view of the need for 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. In this context the 
. three leaders believe in the 
importance of gradual im- 
plementation of regional 
cooperation that would 
address in a balanced man- 
ner the basic economic and 
social needs of the peoples 
of the region, the struggle 
against unemployment and 
poverty, development of 
human resources and lead 
to the development of a 
regional and comprehen- 
sive security concept. This 
will also require 'regional 
institution building based 
on the Multilateral Work- 
ing Groups, leading to tbe 
possible development of a 


Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in the Middle 
East (CSC ME) concept. 
The three leaders called 
upon other regional and 
non-regional partners to 
participate in the explora- 
tion of these concepts and 
targets to create a new Mid- 
dle East. 

4. To implement further the 
provisions contained in the 
Washington Declaration of 
25th July 1994. the U.S.- 
Jordan-Israel Trilateral 
Economic Committee to- 
day announced agreement 
on: 

A. The finalised terms of 
reference for the Jordan 
Rift Valley Joint MasteT 
Plan, that portrays an inte- 
grated concept for tbe de- 
velopment of the Jordan 
Rift Valley and entails a 
wide variety of economic 
projects that are of mutual 
benefit to the two coun- 
tries, as well as for the 
region. 

B. The importance of the 
Middle East/North Africa 
Economic Summit in 
Casablanca (October 30- 
N overa ber 1). In this con- 
text it is important that the 
work of the Trilateral Com- 
mittee will be highlighted, 
including joint projects, 
business and investment 
opportunities, and the 
promotion of partnership 
between the public and pri- 
vate sectors. 

In view of the fact that 
the next Middle East/North 
Africa Economic Summit 
will be held in Amman, the 
Trilateral Committee 
favours the establishment 
of a continuous mechanism 
to promote tbe investment 


of the private sector and to 
develop necessary 
strategies for regional eco- 
nomic development, in con- 
junction with tbe Regional 
Economic Development 
Working Group (REDWG) 
of the multilateral peace 
process. The three sides will 
coordinate on preparations 
for the Economic Summits 
within the trilateral 
framework. 

C. Regarding the import- 
ance d regional economic 
development, the three 
sides believe it is essential 
to pursue and explore tbe 
creation of a regional orga- 
nisation for economic de- 
velopment and creation of a 
multilateral financing 
mechanism. These concepts 
will be further developed in 
tbe upcoming meeting of 
the REDWG Monitoring 
Committee and in the 
Casablanca Conference. 

D. In order to encourage 
economic progress resulting 
from the ongoing peace 
process, it was also decided: 

1. To address in the upcom- 
ing U.S.-Jordan Bilateral 
commission ways in which 
the United States can assist 
Jordan's economic develop- 
ment by encouraging pri- 
vate investment, business 
development and entrep- 
reneurship and promoting 
bilateral trade. 

2. To explore tbe creation 
of a cooperative free trade 
zone in Aqaba/Eilat based 
on the principle of free flow 
of goods between countries, 
*at the upcoming expert 
level meeting in Israel from 
Oct. 10-13 and Jordan from 
Oct. 17-20, 1994. 

3. The exchange of selective 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and White House gathering after a trilateral meet- 
U.S. President Bi Clinton look on as Jsraeli ing on Monday (AFT photo) 

Foreign Minister Shimon Pots addresses a 


delegations in the economic 
field between Jordan and 
industrialists, bankers, 
heads of Chambers of Com- 
menre and economic media 
leaders. 

E. Regarding tourism as a 
major component of econo- 
mic development, it was 
agreed: 

1. The completion of con- 
struction by Oct. 15, 1994, 
of a new northern border 
crossing point for third 
country nations. 

2. A Red Sea marine peace 
park, with a U.S. start-up 
grant from the State's De- 
partment’s Oceans and In- 
ternational Environmental 
and Scientific Affairs 
Bureau’s Special Fund. 

3. The Trilateral Commit- 
tee also agreed to promote 
Israel and Ionian as a joint 
tourism destination, citing 
Jordanian-Israeli collabora- 
tion on the Sept. 28-29 
Tourism in the New Middle 


East Workshop in Cairo, 
the Nov. 6-12 Lisbon Con- 
ference. of the American 
Society of Travel Agents, 
and the J anuary-Feb ruary 
1995 Peace Trips for U.S. 
and international tourism 
and travel sector repre- 
sentatives and the ' news 
media (including repre- 
sentatives of the two coun- 
tries). 

4. The new northern border 
crossing point for third 
country nations, the Red 
Sea Marine Peace Park, 
and the inclusion of tourism 
in tbe terms of reference of 
the Jordan Rift Valley Joint 
Master plan will enhance 
both countries' appeal as a 
joint tourism destination, in 
■addition to the Aqaba-Eilat 
southern border crossing 
point and the Dead Sea 
Lowest Point on Earth 
Park. 

5. Establishment of an 
Eliat/Aqaba free tourism 
zone, where citizens of Jor- 


dan and Israel can visit in 
addition to third country 
nationals. 

F. Water resources: 

1. Based on the necessity to 
develop new and alterna- 
tive water resources on a 
regional scale the Trilateral 
Committee will develop 
Terms of Reference in 
order to 'conduct relevant 
feasibility studies. 

Z Jordan and Israel will 
pursue in common financ- 
ing of the dams as agreed 
upon in recent Aqaba talks. 
3. Under the auspices of the 
Trilateral Economic Com- 
mittee, and with technical 
assistance and support from 
the U.S. Trade and De- 
velopment Agency and the 
U.S. private sector, a sym- 
posium on tbe Red Sea- 
Dead Sea Canal proposal 
will be hosted by the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan, in conjunction with the 
government of Israel. 



fcoiirt rejects Demjanjuk appeal Nablus to get traffic police 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The U.S. Sup- 
reme Court rejected Monday a federal appeal 
to expel alleged Nazi criminal John Demjan- 
juk who U.S. officials claim was the notorious 
"Ivan the terrible,’' a concentration camp 
guard in TrebHnka. The tribunal let stand a 
lower-court ruling in November that found 
the Justice Department had failed to disclose 
evidence to the court in demanding Demjan- 
juk’s extradition to Israel in 1986. 

China, Israel to boost ties 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The highest ranking 
Chinese official ever in Israel pledged support 
for Middle East peace efforts Tuesday and 
discussed widening economic ties with the 
Jewish state, Israeli officials said. In meeting 
with Vice Premier Zou Jiahua, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin commended his per- 
sonal role in secretly developing relations with 
Israel since 1979, when he beaded China's 
military industries. Israel and China estab- 
lished diplomatic ties in 1992, ending a leng- 
thy Chinese boycott of the Jewish state while 
Beijing chamapioned the Palestinian cause. 
Despite tbe absence of ties, Israel secretly 
sold military hardware to die Chinese over the 
years, foreign reports have said. 

Labour backs return of Shas 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Labour Party 
executive voted in favour of the return of the 
orthodox religious party Shas to tbe govern- 
ment coalition on Tuesday. However, Prime 
Minister Yhhzak Rabin's main coalition part- 
ner, the left-wing Meretz, is fighting the move 
over religious concessions to the orthodox 
Jewish minority. The executive voted 55 in 
favour and 20 against of a deal Mr. Rabin has 
struck with Shas. Tbe issue now goes before 
the party central committee for final approv- 
al, which was expected to be a formality. "We 
have crossed an important stage which will 
enable Shas to come back into the coalition,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

Police smash 'Arab Israeli ring 1 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police have 
smashed a ring of four Arab Israelis set up 
with outside help to carry out attacks in the 
Jewish state, police said Monday. All four 
came from the village of Kfar Qassim east of 
Tel Aviv on the border of the occupied West 
Bank and were led by a dentist Rassam Amar. 
He had recruited an electronics expert, an 
agronomist and a physicist to make explosive 
devices to use in attacks, police added. The 
dentist bad also been recruited in Romania 
towards the end of the 1980s when he was still 
a student, they added without naming the 
group. He was then trained in weapons and 
explosives in Algeria. He was arrested a 
month ago on his return to Israel at the Ben 
Gurion airport. The four men were kept in 
detention for a further four days by a court in 
Petah Tiqwa, police said. 


NABLUS (AFP) — The Palestinian municip- 
al authorities in Nablus were preparing Tues- 
day to put 75 policemen on the streets to 
control tr a ffic and guard buildings, officials 
said. The 75 young men completed a six-week 
basic police training course in the autonomous 
Palestinian enclave of Jericho on Monday. 
Tbe group are not members of the official 
Palestinian police force which assumed con- 
trol of Jericho and the Gaza Strip in May. 
They are municipal employees. In Hebron, 
Palestinian officials said 70 men from the 
West Bank town would begin their training in 
Jericho on Wednesday ready to assume traffic 
duties in November. 

Water talks to be held in Oslo 

OSLO (AFP) — Norway is to host a meeting 
Wednesday and Thursday in Oslo where 
representatives from nine countries will dis- 
cuss water supplies in the Middle East. 
"Finding a solution to the difficult water 
supply situation in the Middle East would 
support tbe peace process in tbe area im- 
mensely,” Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Bjoern Tore Godal said Tuesday. Tbe Oslo 
meeting is in cooperation with the World 
Federation for Environment and Develop- 
ment. Delegations from both Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation will be pre- 
sent, together with representatives from 
Egypt, Kuwait, Jordan, Morocco. Tunisia, 
Omim and tbe United Arab Emirates. 

Abu Nidal trial opens in Rome 

ROME (AFP) — The tiral has opened of Abu 
Nidal and 11 members of his organisation on 
charges of two bombing attacks here in 1984 
and 1985, with only three of the accused 
present at the hearing. The court adjourned 
until next Monday after a reading of the 
charges relating to an October 1984 attack on 
a United Arab Emirates diplomat. Moham- 
mad A1 Souweidi, and of a grenade attack on 
a cafe in the Via Veneto in September 1985. 
Mr. Souweidi survived but wass seriouslsy 
injured in a gun attack on his car. His woman 
passenger, however, was killed. In the attack 
on the Ode de Paris, in which two grenades 
were thrown among die tables, some 40 
people suffered injuries. 

Iran to send team to Moscow 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is to send a high- 
level delegation' to Russia to clarify "ambi- 
guous points” in bilateral ties, after Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin announced an end to 
arms sales to Tehran, a newspaper said here 
Tuesday. Iran News, quoting reliable sources, 
said a top foreign ministry delegation wood be 
sent in “the coming weeks.” Tehran, which 
has always advanced cautiously in relations 
with its powerful neighbour in the north, has 
so far refrained from any official reaction to 
Mr. Yeltsin’s remarks as “unfitting for a 
friendly country." 


Girl dies falling into sewer Morocco names Gaza envoy 


CAIRO (AFP) — A four-year-old Egyptian 
girl died after falling through an open man- 
hole into the sewers while playing with friends 
on a northern Cairo street, a newspaper 
reported here Tuesday. Hiba Ramadan Diab 
disappeared suddenly and her body was found 
in the sewers following a search that took 
several hours, the opposition daily A1 Wafd 
said. It was the third time in four months that 
someone died from falling through a man- 
hole. An elderly man look legal action against 
die Cairo governor’s office after he survived a 
similar fall in July. The opposition accused the 
government of “negligence and indifference” 
toward its citizens. 


RABAT (AFP) — King Hassan II of Moroc- 
co has named a 59-year-old army officer to 
open the country's first liaison office on tbe 
newly autonomous. Palestinian-administered 
Gaza Strip, it was officially announced here. 
In appointing Colonel Mohammad Abdeslam 
Sinaceur, King Hassan also pledged his gov- 
ernment's backing for ‘'die implementation 
and development of the peace process in the 
Middle East,” the information ministry said. 
Morocco announced on Sept. 1 that it would 
open liaison offices in Gaza City, formerly 
occupied by Israeli troops, and in the north- 
ern Israeli city of Tel Aviv. King Hassan has 
yet to announce the name of the Moroccan 
representative in Tel Aviv. 


Islamists 
call on 
Algerians 
to boycott 
France 

NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
armed wing of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FES) 
called on Algerians Monday 
to launch a trade and cultural 
boycott of France, accusing 
Paris of interfering in tbe 
country’s internal affairs. 

In a statement published 
by die London-based Arab 
daily A1 Hayat, the Islamic 
Salvation Army (AES) called 
on Algerians “to remember 
France s crimes against 
Algeria and to boycott 
French products by not im- 
porting or buying diem.” 

It said the bo)wott should 
be extended to culture and 
tourism. 

“If France is stubborn 
enough not to abandon its 
colonial policies, we will take 
the necessary measures,” tbe 
statement added, without 
elaborating. 

‘The presence of police 
and French military experts” 
as well as “the participation 
of the French air force in 
bombing raids in tbe eastern 
Algerian mountains” showed 
a “flagrant French interfer- 
ence” in Algeria, the state- 
ment added. 

It said the move came after 
a visit on Aug. 3 by French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard whom tbe group 
dabbed “the minister of 
war." 

Mr. Leotard made a brief 
visit to Algeria immediately 
following an attack in the Ain 
‘Allah district of Algiers in 
'which five Frenchmen — 
three gendarmes and two 
consular officials — were kil- 
led. 

The AIS also accused the 
Algerian government of an 
“unprecendented” escalation 
of ‘Ravage massacres of civi- 
lians." 

But it pledged not to “lay 
down its aims until an Islamic 
state is established” in Alger- 
ia, calling cm Algerians to 
“join the struggle against 
France's crusade.” 

It was the first time tbe 
armed wing of tbe FIS has 
spoken out against France in 
such terms, adopting similar 
language to that used by the 
more radical Armed Islamic 
Group, an organisation held 
to be responsible for the Ain 
‘Allah attack. 

' Tbe FIS is the leading force 
in a fundamentalist insurgen- 
cy launched after die Alge- 
rian nriKtaiy cancelled the 
second round of parliamen- 
tary elections in January 1992 
which FIS had been poised to 
win. 

Algeria fought a bloody 
war against France for inde- 
pendence winch it finally won 
m 1962. 


PNA police begin to free rivals 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Twenty members of the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
have been .released, after 
being attested following an 
attack on Israeli troops, 
police said Tuesday. 

Gaza police chief Ghazi A] 
Jebaly said about 30 more 
were being questioned in 
connection with Saturday’s 
attack, which left no one 
hurt, and over a statement by 
the group which blasted the 
Palestinian Authority. 

But Nehad Abu Ghosh, a # 
DFLP central committee* 
member, said only 10 mem- 
bers of the organisation had 
been freed out of 65 de- 
tained. 

He said those released in- 
cluded three freed for health 
reasons and four students. 
Meanwhile, the Islamic Re- 
sistance Front (Hamas), con- 
demned the arrests and called 
on the authority to free all, 
prisoners immediately. 

“Hamas condemns the re- 
peated campaigns of arrests 
and night raids and sieges of 
houses by large numbers of 
undercover policemen and 
security forces, which bring 
to mind the terrible practices 
of the (Israeli) occupation.’’ 

The statement specifically 
condemned tbe latest arrests 
of “comrades of tbe DFLP." 

“We ask the Palestinian 
Authority to release im- 


mediately all the prisoners 
and we confirm the necessity 
to stop these measures.” 

Meanwhile nine fun- 
damentalists of the Islamic 
Jihad held in a Palestinian jail 
are taking Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat to the 
supreme court for detaining 
them without charge for 
almost a month, their lawyer 
said Tuesday. 

Tbe men were held on 
Sept. 7, two days after the 
killing in Che Gaza Strip of an 
Israeli soldier, which was 
claimed by Islamic Jihad. 

Their lawyer, Nazmi 
Oweida, said he had pre- 
sented his plea to tbe judge of 
Gaza’s supreme court who 
requested a reply from Mr. 
Arafat as well as three senior 
officials within eight days. 

“The defendants were not 
presented to a judge, had no 
access to a lawyer for more 
than 20 days and were not 
charged,” said Mr. Oweida, 
who is also deputy chairman 
of Gaza’s bar association. 

“We are going to court 
against Arafat because he is 
the one who ordered their 
detention. We are asking for 
tbe reason for their arrest, 
their release and compensa- 
tion for the time they spent in 
jail. 

“We are complaining that 
it is a violation of the law to 
keep a detainee longer than 


48 hours without charge.” he 
said. 

Along with Mr. Arafat, 
Justice Minister Freih Abu 
Meddein, Palestinian police 
chief Nasr Ynssef and attor- 
ney general Khaled A1 Qudra 
were also named. 

Mr. Oweida said he 
evoked a 1936 law in effect in 
Gaza which demanded that a 
detainee be presented to a 
judge within 48 hours. 
Another 1937 ruling allows 
“any party to take to court 
any other party” suspected of 
violating me law. 

Mr. Arafat has abrogated 
Israeli military law, which 
had been in effect since the 
1967 occupation, and rein- 
stated pre-occupation legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. Oweida said Supreme 
Coart Judge Radwan A1 
Agha sent the summons 
notice Tuesday to Mr. Qud- 
ra, as the government's rep- 
resentative. 

But Mr. Qudra told AFP 
he had not beard of the case* 
and A1 Agha was unavailable 
for comment. 

“We have not been noti- 
fied, but anyway our courts 
are open to everyone,” he 
said. 

Mr. Qudra said according 
to the law, detainees may be 
kept for longer than 48 hours 
depending on the severity of 
(heir case. 


Assad, Hogg review peace process 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad on 
Tuesday discussed the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
improving bilateral relations 
with British Foreign Office 
Minister Douglas Hogg. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Korieh said that dur- 
ing the three-hour meeting 
Mr. Assad underlined Syria's 
adherence to tbe peace effort 
and its objectives. 

He stressed that Britain 
and Europe could contribute 
by pushing the peace process 
towards those objectives, an 
apparent reference to press- 
uring Israel to commit itself 
to a complete withdrawal 
from tbe Golan Heights. 

Asked by reporters 
whether Britain would seek 
to play a new role in pushing 
the peace effort forward. Mr. 
Hogg stressed that Britain 
supported U.S. efforts. He 
did not elaborate. 

It was Mr. Hogs's third 



visit to Syria since 1991, when 
the U.S.-sponsored Arab- 
Israeli peace process was 
launc he d in Madrid, Spain. 

Mr. Korieh said Mr. Hogg 
and Mr. Assad agreed to 
develop bilateral relations. 
Mr. Hogg told tile official 
Syrian Arab News agency af- 
ter his meeting with Mr. 
Assad that die discussions on 
boosting relations was “going 
well.” 


Hafez A! Assad 

Britain broke off relations 
with Damascus in October 
1986, after “London accused 
Syria of being behind a foiled 
attempt to plant a bomb on 
an Israeli airliner at Heath- 
row airport. Syria denied 
that. 

Links were restored in 
1990. They were boosted by 
Syria’s participation in the 
U.S.-led coalition against 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait 
and Mr. Assad's agreement 
to join the peace process. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk AI Sbaraa visited 
London last month. Jjritish 
Foreign . Secretary Douglas 


Hurd voiced support for lift- 
ing a European Union arms 
embargo' imposed oh Syria in 
1986, saying he hoped it 
would help move Damascus 
towards a peace agreement 
with Israel. 

Mr. Sharaa, who asked for 
the embargo to be lifted, said 
. it was long overdue since a 
British ban on arms sales to 
Israel, imposed after the 1983 
invasion of Lebanon, was re- 
moved last May. 

Mr. Hogg, number two in 
the British Foreign Office, 
has also held meetings with 
senior Syrian officials, includ- 
ing Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Zou In, on bilateral relations 
and other issues. 

He said when be arrived 
Sunday that his visit was 
aimed at bolstering political 
and commercial relations. 

Syria is opening up its eco- 
nomy, long tightly controlled 
• & , the . state* and seeking 
foreign investment in several 
sectors. 

On Monday, Mr. Hogg 
his Syrian counterpart 
Nasser Kaddur, Deputy Eco- 
nomic Minister Salim Yassin 
and Oil Minister Nader 
Nabulsi. 

Tfre British envoy discus- 
sed with Mr. Kaddur the 
latest developments in the 
peace process” with Israel 
ways to boost bilateral 
ties, SANA said. 


Aga Khan seeks 
divorce 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Aga Khan, leader of the 
world’s 25 tmltion IsmaOi 
Muslim, is seeking a divorce, 
a spokesman said lore Mon- 
day. “Hie Aga Khan does 
not normally make state- 
ments cm his or his family’s 
private lives and therefore 
wifi issue no further state- 
ment cm this development,” 
the spokesman told P A 
News. Lawyers acting for the 
Aga Khan, 57, were in- 
structed on Sept, 30 to seek a 
divorce from Her Highness 
Begum Salima Aga Khan.' 
The couple married on Oct. 
21, 1969, and have three chil- 
dren, Princess Zahra, 24, 
Prince Rahim, 23, and Prince 
Hussain, 20. 

World’s largest 
book fair opens 
today 

FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
The world’s largest book fair 
opens here Wednesday with 
more exhibitors, morefloors- 
pace and a stronger accent on 
electronic publishing. Over a 
period of six days more than 
8,500 publishers — 100 more 
than last year — from 100 
countries wifi display 321,975 
tides. Germany will have the 
most representatives, 2,215, 
followed by Britain, 900, the 
United States, 7 56, the 
Netherlands, 285 and France, 
276. Fair organisers have 
banned Iranian exhibitors to 
protest a death sentence 
issued by the late Iranian 
spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Knhofiah Khomeini on Brit- 
ish author Salman Rushdie. 
They have also spoken out 
against travel restrictions im- 
posed by the Nigerian gov- 
ernment on a past Nigerian 
winner of the Nobel Litera- 
ture Prize, Wide Soyinka. 
Sources dose to the fair Mon- 
day meanwhile said it was 
hoped that Bangladesh au- 
thor Tasltma Nasreen, conde- 
mned to death by Islamic 
militants in her homeland, 
will attend the gathering 
here. 

Survivor of 1989 
air crash 
awarded 24m 

CHICAGO (R) — A 
Monday awarded $24.2 
lion to a 70-year-old widow 
who survived a 1989 United 
Airlines crash in Sioux City, 
Iowa. Doris Levenbezg, of 
Munster, Indiana,, had filed 
suit after refusing offers of a 
settlement from united Air- 
lines, plane manufacturer 
McDonnell Douglas Corp, 
and engine maker General 
Electric Co. United Airlines 
attorney John Adler said the 
award was “quite a bit lar- 
ger” than the co mpan y had 
anticipa te d. He would not 
comment on a possible 
al of the Cook County 
dt Court verdict. Leven- 
berg’s husband, Allan, 71, 
was among the? 112 people 
who died in the July 19 crash 
at Sioux City’s airport 44 
minutes after an engine ex- 
ploded, severing tbeDC-10*s 
hydraulic controls. The plane 
cartwheeled down the run- 
way (hiring the emergency 
landing, ratrfiing fire. 

Duchess of York 
arrives In Kenya 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Sarah 
Ferguson, the Duchess of 
York, arrived here Tuesday 
to launch a series of r 
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known as ‘Tergie,” is 
patron of the Maclnl 
Foundation, a London-t 
charity which extended 
operations to Kenya U 
y«ar. The duchess will tc 
MacIntyre-funded schools! 
tbe mentalh ' 

Nairobi, Kiowezi in souL 
Kenya, and Kwale, cm 
cofat, organisers said. 
wHl also host a fund^ao, 
dinner in Nairobi Thursday 
aid of the MacIntyre Form 
tion, according to a spol 
man for Lonrho Holds, i 
of the businesse s sp 
the duchess’* tour. 

Swiss climbers 

conquer Lhotse< 

KATHMANDU (AFP)] 
members of a five-mas , 
expedition have r 
summit of Mount Lhw 
world’s ftrart tallest 
Jain* the Nepalese Tt 
Mini stry said Monday. The’ 
mm*fry said Eri^ toren- 
ten and Jean Trofflet reached 

on Oct . 1 ****** “"“tain 






